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To the: moſt 

EXCELLENT MAJESTY”. 
O.F 

| HEN RIETTE "MARIA 

QUEEN of Great Britain. 


Madam, 


> b&-Mongft all the publick. Joyes 3 
VZ'' for your. Majeſties' happy. +; 

£2, Returny I know not- bettey. * 

how. to expres my own-”* 
particular, "Than by. molt ** 
Humbly : Preſer:ting ** to, ** 
Your. Majeſty, My Tranſlation of this ex--"' 
cellent French: Book; in the ſolitude off - 
z-Prifon, which was made- more eaſfje/by* * 
ſome relation itthad to your Majeſties:fer-- 
VICe. 3 
And I preſume the rather* upanthis® ? 
F# A 3. » Dedi- 


— 


The Epiſtle Deatcatory. 
Dedication, becauſe all that good which 
is derived to us from France, (whereof I 
conceive this may be a part)ſhould receive 
honour and increaſe of value from your 
Majeſty, that it may ſo diftuſe it ſelf with 
more authority and profit amonglt thoſe 
who may be capable to receive it. Your 
Majeſty (having read. the Original) dath 
well know, that the Principal ſcope of tt 
is, to teach the love of God, and contempt 
of this World, with many other principal 
virtues. 

And for the praftice.of them all, this 
age could not. have hoped for ſo rare an 
example to inſtruct all the great Ladies of 
Clriſtendome, as it hath found in your 
Majeſty, as well by. your admirable - for- 
titude, and perfect reſignation to Gods 
holy will in all Your Majeſties extreame 
afflictions, dangers and preſſures at Sea 
and Land; as alſo by your Majeſties many 
facred Retirements (in themoſt holy time 
of the year) to ſprinkle your pleaſures 
(voluntarily) with ſome of that Gall which 
was upon our Sav:ours lips, when he ſuffer- 
ed his bitter Paſſion and Death for our 
ſins. Our great Divines affirm, .thatthe- 


, Preſent ſufferings of Mount Calvary, lead 


ſ directly to the future Glories of Mount 
Thator. 
And. 


Es 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

- And:therefore; ſince your Majeſty,hath 
patiently endured ſo many unjuſt and ri- 
gorous Croſſes in the Mount Calvary pf 
this World, we have great reaſon to hope, 
that our- bleſſed Saviour hath prepared he 
Your Majeſty, a moſt glorious Crown in 
the next, which will never have end. And + 
this ſhall ever be the inceſſant, and fer-- 
vent prayer of, 


Madam, 
Your MAjz$T1E's poor, and 


moſt humbly devoted Beadſman, 


Baſil Brock; 


Seoteoe ” ”"—_— "_ 
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YAO P EEE: IS IBDIOS 
A \'Tab'e of all the. Gofi pels 


and particulars of our Saviours war: 
ſjowmentioned 1h this Book; with them 
Moralities. and Aſpiratjons« 


Pon the word of Geneſis, lib. 1. Cap.'3. 
. Thou: art duſt, and to duſt thou ſhalt 
retara. - Fol. 1. 
Upon he Goſpe! of Saint Matthew, Cap. 6. 
Of  Hyprocritucal. f aſton 5 

« Upon Samit Matthew the 8. of the Ceituri- 
ans wars, O Lird T am rot worthy, 8 
Upon Saint Matthew the 5. W Wherem we are 


airetted to fray for our Enemes. I 3 
Upon Saint Matthew the 6. Of the Ap:ſtles 
dancer at Sea, L7 
Upon Saint Matthew the 4. Of our Sav: ans 
beins tempted in the aefert. 21 
UVfon Saint Matthem the 25. Of the Tud:s- 
ment day. 28 


Upon Saint Matthew the 21, Jeſus drave 
. out the buyers and ſellers cut of the Teme 
- ple. 
Upon Saint Matthew the 12. The Phari- 
ſees demand a ſion of Feſus. 37 


'T. 0 


The Table: 
Upon Saint Matthew the 15. Of the Woman 
of Canaan. 42... 
Upon Saint John, Cap. 15. Of the probatick, 
pond. 47 
Upor: Saint Matthew the 177. Of the transfi- 
grration of our Lord. FI. 
Upon Saint Yohn the $. Jeſus ſaid to the 
Jews, Where I go ye cannot come. 57. 
Upon Saint Matthew the 23. Feſus ſaid, the 
Phariſees fit in Moſes chair, believe there= 
fore what they ſay. 6r 
| Upon Saint Matthew the 20. The requeft of 
the Wife of Zebedee for her Sons James. 
ard ' Fohn, 66. 
Upon Saint Lukg the 16. Of therich Glutton 
| and poor Lnzarm.. (+, 
Upon Sxint Matthew the 21; Of the Maſter 
of the Vineyard whoſe Son was killed by his 
Farmers. wh . 
Uron Saint Luke the 15. Of the gal 
p hild. 2 hd. Vo 
Upon Saint Luke the 11. Teſms caſt ont the 
Devil which was dumb. 88 
Upon Saint Luke the 4. eſs is required to 
ao Miracles in his. own Country, © 9 3 
Upon Saint Matthew the 18. 1f. thy Brother 
offend thee, tell him of it alone.” -* 7 
Upor Saint Matthew the 15, The Phariſees 
acked, why do thy Diſciples contraditt anti-- 
ent traditions. rFO2 


A.5 


The . Table: 
Upon Saint Luke the 4.. Feſus.cnred the fever 
of Simons Mother-in-law, 107 
. Vpon Saint: Fohy the 4. Of the Samaritan 


'. Woman at Facobs Well near Sichar. 112 
Upon Saint Fohn the 8. Of the Woman found 


in adultery, 119 
Upon Saint Fohn the 6, Of the five Fiſhes and 
.. two barly Loaves. 123 


UVpon'S aint John the.6.' Of the whipping buy=: 
ers and ſ. ers ont of 0 Temale _w s 
Upon Saint Fohn the 7, The Jews marvel at 
: the.. learning of Teſus who» was © never 
tanght. | -I89 
Upon Saint Luke the 9, Of the blind\ Man 
. cured by uay ard fairies.» © 


So 1 l k v5 .383-- 
Upon S.rit Like the 7. Of the Widans. Son 


 . raiſed from d:ath 10 life at Naiumby-our 
SAVORY, 146 


Upon Saint Fohn the 11, Of the 


rates up 


\ Lazarm from geath, 159 
Upon Sarmmt fohn the 8, Of our Saviours worasy 
1 am'the Light of-theWWorld,  , 156 
Upon Saint Fohn the'8, Of theſe words, w10 
can-accuſe me of ſin ? 160. 


Upon Saint \ fob 'the-7. Feſus-ſaid*ro-tre 
Phariſees ;you ſhell ſeek and 28. findlnes and 
. . be that is thirſty let him\come49 mes, 165 
View Sat. Fohn the. 7, Jeſt: went. 41084to 
- Jury; becauſe the Jews" bads.a.- purpoſe to 
kake away his Life, 170 
Upo# 


 riſees houſe. 


POS *The' Table. | 
Upon Saint John the 10. The Fews- ſaid, If 
- thou be.the Meſſras, tell us plainly, 174 
Upon Saint Fohn the 5, Of Saint Mary Mag- 
 dalens waſhing our Savionrs feet inthe The 
Woo 130 

Upon Saint *MMary Magdalens great yepen- 
tance, I % 


"Upon Saint John the 11, The Jews ſaid, 


Ver. 
 Woralities of the apprehenſion of Feſms. - -2157 


What ſhall we do ? for this Man doth many 
miracles. | 187 
Upon Saint fohn the 12, The chief Prieſts 
thought to kill Lazarus becauſe the miracle 
upon him made many follow Jeſus, 192 
Upon Saint Matthew the 21, Our Saviour 
came in triumph to Jeruſalem a little before 
his paſſion. 197 
Upon Saint Fohn the 12, S, Mary Magdalen 
4aaminted our Saviours feet with precious 
orntment, at which fudas repined. 202 
Upon Saint Fohn the 13, Of our Saviours 
waſhing the feet of his Apoſtles. 207 
Moralities upon the Garden of Mount Oli- 
213 


wu Aſpirations upon Saint Peters paſſionate 
ad FEATS. 220 
c . Voralities upon the: Pretorian or * Judgment 
05 | Hall 221 
: +) [Moralities for Good Fryday ; upon the Death 


170 of Jeſus Chriſt, 226 


The 


The Table. 
The Goſpel for Eaſter day, Saint Mok ” 
16. X 
The Goſpel for Eaſter Monday, Saint Like 
" » the 24 243 
I 'Goj on Tueſday, Saint Luke the 


249 
The "Coſpel on Low Sunday, Saint John the 


Entertainments for Lent : 


| And fie the Firſt Day, upon the Con- 
ſideration of Aſhes. 


Hou art Duſt, and to Du#t 
thou ſhalt return, Gen. 3 

I. It 1s an excellent way 
to begin Lent with the con- 
lideration of duſt, whereby 
Nature gives us bep Z1nnINg_- 
and by the ſame, death ſhall put an end to 
alloor worldly vanities. There is no better 
way to abate and humble the proudeſt of 
all-Creatures, then to repreſent his begin- 


| ningand his end. The middle part of our 


life ( (like a kind of Protens) takes upon it 
ſeveral ſhapes not underitood by others ; 
but the fir{t and 14ſt part of it deceive no 
man ; for they do both begin and end in 
Duſt. It j 15a ſtrange thing that man, know- 
ing well what he hath been, and what he 
mult be, is nct confounded in himſelf, by 
B obſer- 
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obſerving the pride of his own life, and 
the great diſorder of his pallions. The 
.end of all other creatures is leſs deformed 
then that of man. Plants in their death re- 
tain ſome pleaſing ſmell of their bodies : 
The little roſe buries it ſelf in her natural 
{weetneſs, and carnation Colour. Many 
Creatures at: their death leave us. their 
- teeth, horns, feathers, skins ; of which we 
. make great uſe; Others after death are ſer- 
ved up in filver and golden diſhes, to feed 
the greateſt perſons of the world. © Only 
- mans dead Carcaſs is good for nothing but 
.to- feed worms : and yet he often retains 
. the preſumptious pride of a Gyant, by the 
-Exorbitance- of his heart, - and the cruel 
nature of a murderer, by the furious rage 
-Of his revenge. Surely that man mult either 
be ſtnpid by: nature, or moſt wicked by 
his ownelection, who will not corrett and 
-,amend himſelf, having ſtill before his eyes 
aſhes for his glaſs, and death for his mi- 
\treſs. 
-*-2. This conſideration of dufſt,is an excel- 
lent remedy to cure vices, and an aſlured 
*Rampire againſt all-remptations. 'St. Pau- 
Alinus faith excellently well; That holy Fob 
was free from all temptations when he was 
-placed upon the ſmoke and Duſt of his hu- - 


-mility. .He that lies upon the ground can 
fall 


” #4 5 >. 


x are taken with the curioſity of Tuli 


for Lent, rY 


fall no lower; but may contemplate all a= 

bove him, and meditate how to raiſe him- 
ſelt by the hand of God, which pulls down 
the proud and exalts the humble. Is a man 
tempted with pride ? The conſideration of 
Aſhes will humble him. Is he burned with 
wanton love (which is a direct fire?) But * 
fire cannot conſume Aſhes. Is he perſe- 
cuted with covetouſneſs ? Aſhes do make . 
the greateſtLeeches and bloud-Suckers caſt 


their Gorges. Every cnung God way tO 


this unvalued thing, becauſe God is pleaſed 
to draw the inſtruments of his power out . 
of the objects of our infhirmittes. | 

3. If we knew, how to uſe rightly the * 
meditation of death, we ſhould: there : 
find the ſtreams of life : All the world 
tozether 1s of. no eſtimation to him, that 
rightly knows the true value of a juſt mans © 
death. It would be neceſlary that they ng < 


ſhould ſet in their Gardens a Plant cal 
Napel, which carries a flower . that wor 
perfectly reſembles a deaths head. And if 4 
the other Tulips do pleaſe their lenſeathgt N 
will inſtruct their reaſon. Before our laſt * 
death we ſhould die many other deaths z : 
by forſaking all thoſe creatures and affeCti= ' 
ons which lead us to ſin. We ſhould re- 
ſemble thoſe creatur eolacred to the Egyp= 
B 2 tlans) 


Py 
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tians) called Cynocephales, which died 
Piece-meal, and were buried long before 
their death : So ſhould we bury all our con- 
cupiſcences before we go to the grave, and 
1trive to live ſo, that when death comes, he 
#honld find-very little buſineſs with us. 


Aſpiration, 


Father of all Eſſences, who giveſt be- 
ginning to all things, and art with- 
out end; This day I take Aſhes upon my 
head, thereby profeſſing (before thee) my 
being g nothing ; and to dothee homage for 
that which I am ; and for that I ought to 
. be by thy great bounties. Alas, O Lord, 
my poor ſoul is confounded to ſee ſo ma- 
ny ſparkles of pride and covetouſneſs ariſe 
from this caitiff duſt, which I am : ſo little 
do I yet learn how to live, and fo late dol 
know how todie. O God, of my life and 


__ death, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, ſo'to 


govern the firſt in-me,and ſo to ſweeten the 
Jaſt for me, that 1f1 live, I may live only 
for thee ; and if I muſt dic, that I may en- 
' ter into ever laſting bliſs, by dying in thy 
viciled love and favour, 


n 
__ 


for Lent, G 


The Goſpel upon Aſhwedneſday;. 
St. Matthew 6. 


of Hypocritical Faſting; 


A/ Hen you faſt, be not as the hypocrites, 
ſad : for they aisfigure their faces,. 

that they may appear unto men to fat, A- 
men,\l ſay to you, that they have receiv'd their: 
reward, | 

But thou when thou doeft faſt, anoint thy. 
head, and waſh thy face; that thou appear. 
not to men to faſt, but to thy Father which- 
8s in ſecret : and thy Father which ſeeth in- 
fecret, will repay thee. 
Heap not up to your: ſelves treaſures on the 
earth : where the ruſt and moth do corrupt, 
«nd where thieves dig thorow and-ſteal, But- © 
heap up to your ſelves Treaſures in heaven :. 
where neither the ru#t nor moth doth corrupt , 
and where thicves do not dig through. nov. 


ſteal, For where thy treaſure 18, there 38 thy, 
beart alſo, | 


Atralitics, 


M_ 


1.” T Hat man goes to Hell by the way of 

Paradiſe, who falts and afflicts his 
body, to draw the Praiſe of Men. Sor- 
D:3-: row. 
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row and vanity together, are not able to- 


make one Chriſtian Act. He deſerves 
everlaſting hunger, who ſtarves himſelf 
that he may ſwell and burſt with vain glo- 
ry. He itands for a ſpectacle to others, 
being the murderer of himſelf,and by ſow- 
ing vanity, reaps nothing but wind. Our 
intentions mult be wholly directed to God, 
and our examples for our neighbour. "The 
Father ofall vertues is not to be ſerved with 
counterfeit devotions ; ſuch lies are abo- 
mination in his fight, and Tertullian faith 
they are, as many adulteries. 

2, Itimports us mnch to begin Lent well, 
entring into thoſe liſts, in which ſo many 
holy tiouls have run their courſe with ſo 

reat ſtrictneſs; having been glorious be- 
ore God, and honourable before men. 
The difhculry of it is apprehended only by 
thoſe who have their underſtandings ob- 
{tructed by a violent affection to kitchin- 
Ituffe. It is no more burdenſome to a 
couragiouns ſpirit, then feathers are to a 
bird. The chearfulneſs which a man brings 
to a good action in the beginning, 
does half the work. Let us waſh our faces 
by confeſſion : Let ns perfume our Head 
(who is Jeſus Chriſt) by almes-deeds. 
Faſting 1s a moſt delicious feaſt tothe con- 


. q"" . 0 | 
ſcience, when 1t is accompanied with pure- 


nels 


—__ wa I. 


' + _— F wand? ” 
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Ter Lent. wy 


neſs and charity : but it breeds great 
thirſt, when it is not nouriſhed with de- 
yotion, and watered with mercy. 

3. What great pain 1s taken to gettrea=--- 
ſure ; what care to preſerve it ; what fear 
to loſe it; and what ſorrow when it is loſt ? -: 
Alas, is there need of fo great covetouſ- 
neſs in life,to encounter with ſuch extream-* 
nakednelſs in death We have” not the 


ſouls of Giants, nor the body of a Whale, -- ? 


If God will have me poor, muſt I endeavour 
to reverſe the decrees of heaven and earth, 
that I may becomerich ? "To whom do we 
truſt the ſafety of our treaſures ? To ruſt, . 
to moths and thieves : were it not better 
we ſhould in our infirmitites depend only 
on God Almighty, and comfort our po- 
verty in him who is only rich, and ſo carry 
our ſouls to heaven, where Jeſus on the 
day of his Aſcenſion did place our Sove- 
raign good. Only Serpents and cove- 
tous men deſire to ſleep among[t treaſures, 
as Saint Clemene ſaith. Burt the greatelt 
riches of the world is poverty free from 
Covetouſnels. 


Alpirations, 


Seek thee (O invincible God) within the 
Abyſleof thy brightneſs, and I ſee thee 
B 4 through 
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through the vail of thy Creatures. Wilt 
thou always be hidden from me ? Shall I 
never {ee thy face, which with a glimpſe of 


thy ſplendour canſt make Paradiſe; I work 


in ſecret, but I know thon art able to re- 
ward me in the light. A man can loſe 
nothing by ſerving thee, and yet nothing 
s valuable to thy ſervice, for the pain it 
felf is a ſufficient recompence. - Thou art 
the food of my faſtings, and the cure of 
my infirmities. 
Moles, to dig the earth like them, and 
there to hid Treaſures ; Is it not time to 
cloſe the earth, When thou doelt open hea- 
ven ? and to carry my heart where thou 


» art, ſince all my riches is in thee? Doth 
+ not he deſerve to be everlaſtingly poor, 


who cannot be content with a God ſo rich 


- as thou art, 


The Goſpel upon the firſt Thurſday 
in Lent, S. Matthew 18, of 
the Centurions words. 


O Lord I am not worthy. 


' A Na when he was entred into Capernas 
| um, there Came unto him # Centu- 
rion, befecching him, and ſaying, Lord, ay 
oy 


What have I to do with 


faid to them that followed him, Amen; : 


from the £4 and Weſt, and ſhall fit down 


a for Lent. g» 
boy lieth at home ſick, of the palſie, and is © 


ore tormented, 
And feſus ſaith to him, I will come and 
care him, 43 
And the Centurion making anſwer, ſaid, . 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt en- 
ter under my roof : but only ſay the word, 
and my boy Wk, be healed, For I alſo ama * 
man, Subjett to Authority, having under 
me, Fonldiers : and I ſay to this, go, and he. 
oeth : and to- another, come, and he come- - 
eth: and to my ſervant, do this, and he doth - 
it, And Feſus hearing this; marvelled, and © 


I ſay to you, I have not found ſo great faith 


#n lfſrael. . ; 
And TI ſay ta you, that many ſhall come © 


with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in - the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but-the-children of the } 
Kingdomes ſhall be caſt out into-the exteriour * 
darkneſs, there ſhall be' weeping and gnaſh< 
ing of teeth, And Feſus eg to the Cen= 
turion, go, and as thou haſt belted, be 'it-+ 
done unto thee, And the boy was healed in 
the ſame hour, 
Moralitres, 
Ur whole Salvation conſiſts in two * 
Principals ; The one is in our be-- 
Bs Ing 
"IE 
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ing ſenſible of God, and the other in our 
moving toward him ; the firſt proceeds 
from faith,the other comes of charity and 
other vertues.O what a happy thing it is to 
follow the example of this good Centuri- 
on,by having ſuch elevated thoughts of the 
Divinity,and to know nothing of God but 
what he is. Tobehold our heavenly father, 
within this great family of the world,who 
effects all things by his ſingle word ; Cre- 
” ates by his power , governs by his coun- 
| fel, andorders by his goodneſs this great 
univerſality of all things. The molt inſen- 
ſible creatures have ears to hear him. Fea- 
4 vers and tempeſts are part of that running 
F camp,which marcheth under his Standard: 
They advance and retire themſelves under 
the ſhadow of his command : he only hath 
ower to give meaſnres to the heavens, 

: unds to the Sea; to joyn the eaſt and 
| welt together in an inſtant, and to be in 
+ all places where his pleaſure is underſtood. 
#*. 2. O' how goodly a thing it 1s to go unto 
him,like this great Captain: To go, faid I ? 
Nay, rather to fly as he doth by the two 
wings of charity and humility.His charity 
made him have a tender care of his poor 
lervant,and toeſteem his health more dear, 
than great men do the rareſt pieces in their 


| Cabinets, He doth not truſt his ſervants, 
| but 


for Lent. * 11 


but take the charge upon himſelf: making | 
himſelf (by-the power of love) a ſervant to 
him, who by birth was made ſubject to his 
command. What can be ſaid of ſo many 
Maſters and Miſtreſles, now a dayes, who 

live always ſlaves to their paſlions ? ha- ? 
ving no care at all of the Salvation, health ' 
or necellities of their ſervants, as if they * 
were rothing elſe but the ſcumme of the - 
world. They make great uſe of their la- 
bonrs and ſervice (which is juſt) but neg- 
let their: bodies, and kill their Souls 
by the infeftion of their wicked ex- 
amplcs. Mark the humility of this ſoul- 
dier, who doth not think his houſe worthy 
to be enlightened by one ſole Glimpſe of 
our bleſſed Saviours preſence. By the * 
words of Saint Auguſtine we may ſay, he * 
made himſelf worthy by believing and de- 
claring himſelf ſo unworthy : yea worthy - 
that our Saviour ſhould enter not only in- 2 
to his houſe, bur into his very foul. And- 
upon the matter he could not have ſpoken 
with ſuch faith and humility if he had not © 
firſt encloſed (in his heart) him whom he 
durſt not receive into his houſe. 4 

3. The Gentiles come near unto God, 

and the Jews go from him ; toteach us that : 
ordinarily the moſt obliged perſons are 
moſt ungrateful ; and diſcſteem their be- 
nefaRours 
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* nefaftours for no other reaſon, but becauſe 


you ſpeak courteoully to them, they an- 
ſwer churliſhly ; and in the ſame proporti- 
on wherein you are good, you make them 
| wicked; therefore we muſt be careful that 
* we be not ſo toward God. Many are diſta- 
ſted with devotion, as the Iſraelites were 
with Manna : All which is good, doth diſ- 
{ pleaſe them becauſe it 1s ordinary : . And 
you ſhall find ſome who (hike naughty 
grounds) cait up thorns where - roſes are 
| planted. But we have great reaſon to fear, 

that nothing but Hell fire is capable to pun- 
niſh thoſe, who deſpiſe the Graces of God, 
> andeſteemthat which comes from him as a 
* thing of no value. 


| Aſpirations, 
O Almighty Lord, who doeſt govern 
| all things in the family of this world, 
and dull bind all inſenſible creatures, (by 
the bare ſound of thy voice) in a chain 
of everlaſting obedience : Mult I only be 
| Ttill rebellions againſt thy will ? Feavers 
and Palſies have their ears for thee,and yet 
my unruly ſpirit is not obedient, Alas, 
- alas,this family of my heart is ill governed, 
It hath violent paſſions ; my thoughts are 
wandering,and my reaſon is iliobeyed.Shall 
| IT 


they receive benefits daily from them. If 
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* for Lent. T3? 
it never be.like- the houſe of this good Cen- 
turion, where every thing went by mea- 
ſure, . becauſe he meaſured himſelf by thy 
commandments ? O Lord,lI will come reſ0- 
lutely by a profound humility,& an inward 
feeling of my ſelf, ſince I am ſo contemp- 
tible before thine eyes. I will come with 
Charity towards theſe of my honſhold, | 
and toward all that ſhall need me. O God : 
of my heart, I beſeech thee let nothing * 
from henceforth move in me, but only to 
advance my coming toward thee,. who art 
the beginning of all. motions, and the one 
ly repoſe of all things which move. 


m—_ = 
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The Goſpel for: the firſt Fryday 1g * 
Lent, S. Mat. 5.. Wherein we are 
directed to pray for our 
Enemies. 


— 


On have heard that it was ſaid; thon 

ſhalt love thy neighbour, and hate: thine 
enemy, But I ſay to you, love your enemies, 
do good to them-that hate you : and pray for 
them that perſecute and abuſe you : that you 
may be the children of your Father which is " 
zn heauen, who maketh his Son to riſe upon 
good and bad, raineth upon juſt and unjuſt. 
For if you love them that love you, what 
reward E 
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reward ſhall you have ? Do not alſo the Pub. 
licans this ? And if you ſalute your brethren 
only, what do you more ? Do not alſo the hea- 
thens this ? Be you perfect therefore, as alſo 
gour heavenly Father is perfett, 


| 
| 
| 


Moralities. 


T1. AN Man thatloves nothing but accord- 
ing to his natural inclination, loves 
only like a beaſt or an infidel. The beſt 
ſort of love ts that which is commanded by 
God, and is derived from judgment, con- 
ducted by reaſon, and perfected by Charity. 
Methinks it ſhould be harder for a good 
+ Chriſtian to hate,then love his enemy.Hate 
* Makes himour equal, whereas love placeth 
- US quite above him. By hating a mans ene- 

my, he breaks the Laws of God; he fights a- 

gainſt the Incarnation of Chriſt, which was 
-aCted to unite all things in the bonds of 
fove : he gives the lie to the moſt bleſfed 


hearts of all Chriſtians the ſame : he lives 
(like another Cain in the world) always 
diſquieted by ſeeking revenge, and it is a 
" very deathto him to hear of another mans 
* profperity. Whereas to love an enemy, 
- doth not bind us to love the injury he hath 
.. done us; for we mult not conlider ham as 
a 


& Euchariſt, whoſe nature 1s to make the . 


» for Lent. To 1 
a malefatour, but as man of our. own 
nature, as he is the Image of God, and'ag 
he is a Chriſtian. God doth only com- 
mand perfect things, not impoſhible. That 
which is very hard to fleſh and blood, 
becomes eaſie by the help of graceand rea- 
ſon. Our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt be- 
ing the Father of all harmony,can,and doth 
reconcile all contrarieties at his will and ; 
pleaſure. | 
2, If revenge ſeem ſweet,the gaining of 
it is moſt bitter : But there 1s nothing 
in the world more profitable, then to # 
pardon an enemy by imitation of our # 
Saviour, For it is then that our conſcience 
can allure us to be the children of 
God, and inheritors of his glory... We 
muſt not fear to be deſpiied for eſteeming 
vertue, for ſuch contempt can only pro- 
ceed from thoſe who know not the true. 
vaiue of that glory which belongs to the 
juſt. There is no better way to-revenge;,” - 
then leave it to God, who always dothr ; 
his own buſineſs. When Dawd wept for 
Saul who was his enemy, his Clemency 
did inſenlible make degrees, by which he 
mounted up to the throne of Zadab.. A 
good work which comes from the'fpirit 
of vanity, 1s like an empted Mine, good 
fear nothing. God who is inviſible; Tous | 
Ve 
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him, and blind toward the world. Alms 
given by the ſound of a Trumpet, makes 
a great noiſe on the earth, but reaps lit- 
tle fFuit in heaven. The fly of vanity is 
a. miſchievous thing which deſtroys all 
the perfumes of Charity. What need we 
any ſpectators of our good-works ; every 

places full where God is; and where he 
is not, there only is Solitude ? 


Aſpirations, 


| God of all holy. afſeQtions, when 
ſhall I love all that thou loveſt, and 

have in: horrour all that difpleaſeth thy 
divine Majeſty. If I cannot love in ſome 
erſon his defects and fins, I will love 
in him thine Image, and in that will I ac- 
: knowledge thy mercies. If he be a jyece 
- Of broken glaſs; in that little piece, there 
Will ſhine. ſome lines of a God-Creator, 
and of a God-Redeemer. If thou haſt 
choſen hint to exerciſe my patience, why 
" ſhould I make him the object of my re- 
venge, fince he gives me trouble to gain 
me a Crown. He 1s a hammer to pol- 
liſh, and make me bright ; I will not hurt 
him, but reverence the Arm that ſtrikes 
me. I relign all yengeance into thy hands, 


have our aſpects turned' always toward 


lincg 


 & himſelf alone on the land. And ſeeing them 


for Eent. 14. * 
ſince it is a Right reſerved for- thy*Al- 
mighty power. And certainly the beſt 
revenge I can take, is to gratihe my ene- 
my. Give unto me (O moſt merciful 
Prince) the grace to ſuffer, and let the 
facrifice- of my ſufferings mount up tg. 
thy propitrtory throne. 


——_—__OTMK. 


The Goſpel for the firſt Saturday 


in Lent, St. Matthew 6, 


Of the Apoſtles danger at Sea, and* 
relief by our Saviour. 


| Na when he had diſmiſſed themghe went 


into the mountain to pray, and when itt | 
was late.the boat was in the -madſt of the Sed > 


labouring. in rowing ( for the wind was againſt 
them) and about the fourth watch of the night © 
he cometh to them walkzng upon the Sea: and 
he would have paſſtd by them, But they,ſee= * 
ing him walking upon the Sea, thought it was 
a Ghoſt, and cryed out, for all ſaw him, and + 
were troubled And immediately he talked 
with them, and ſaid to them, have confidence, * 
it 18 I, fear ye vot, And be went up to them 
into the ſhip, and the wind ceaſed, and. they 
, were 
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were-far more aſtoniſhed within themſelves, 
for they under ſtood not concerning the loaves, 
for their heart was-blinded. 

And when they had paſſed over, they came- 
ento the land of Geneſareth, and ſer to the 
ſhore. And when they were gone out of the 
boat, incontinent they knew-him, and running 
through that whole countrey, they began to 
carry about in Couches thoſe that were ill at 
eaſe, where they heard he was, And whi- 
therſoever he extred into Towns, or imto vil= 
lages or Cit)s, they laid the ſick in the ſtreets, 
and beſought him that they might touch but 
the. Hem of his Garment ; and as many as 
touched him, were made whole, 


Adoralitzes. 


1X Hat a painful thing it is to row 
when Jeſus is not in the boat ; 
all our Travel 1s juſt nothing without Gods 
fayour:A little blaſt of wind is worth more 
—. then an hundred ſtroaks of Oares. What 
-* troubleſome buſineſſes there are : how 
many intricate families do labour much, 
and yet advance nothing, becauſe God 
withdraws himſelf from their iniquities ; 
ifhe do not build, the workman deſtroys 
what he 1s building ? But all falls out right 
to thoſe, that embark themſelves m_—_ 
us, 


for Lent.” T9 
ſus. They may paſs to the Indies in a 
basket, when others ſhall miſcarry in a 
good ſhip well furniſhed. 

2, But how comes it about that the ſhip 
of the poor Apoſtles is beaten ſo furiouſly 
by the windes and tempeſts ? There are 
many ſhips with filver beaks, with fine lin= 
nen fails, andſilken tackles, upon which the 
ſea ſeems to ſmile. Do the waters reſerve 
their choller, onlyto vent it upon that ſhip 
which carrys juſt perſons ? This 1s the 
courſe of mans life : The brave and happy 
men of this world enjoy their wiſhes, but 
their ſhip doth periſh in the harbour as it 
is ſporting ; whereas God by his infinite 
providence,gives tempeſts to his elect,that 
he may work a miraculous calm by his 
Almighty power. Dangers are witneſles 
of their floating, and Combats are cauſes 
of their merit. Never think any man hap- 
Py In his wickedneſs, for he is juſt like a 
fiſh that plays with the bait, when the 


hook ſticks faſt in his throat. We muſt _ 


wait and attend for help from heaven patt- 
ently (withont being tired) even till the 
fourth, which is the laſt watch of the night. 
All which proceeds from the hand of God, 
comes ever in fit time, and that man is a } 
great gainer by his patient attendance;whe® 


thereby gets nothing but perſeverance. 
| They | 


A” 
= x 4 


yu = 


20 Entertainments 


3. They knew Jeſus very ill, that take 
him for a Phantom or an illuſion, and cry 


make them moſt rejoyce : So do thoſe 
ſouls which are little acquainted with God 
who live in blindneſs,. and make much of 
their own darkneſs. It us learn to di{- 
cern God from the illuſions of the world : 
the tempeſt ceaſeth when he doth approach 
and the quietneſs of our heart is a fure 
mark of his preſence, which fills the: ſoul 
with ſplendour, and makes it a delicious 
Garden. He. makes all good whereſoever 
he comes, and the ſteps which his feet 
| leave, are the:bounties of his heart.. To 
- touch the Hem of his Garment, cures all 
that are ſick; to teach us, that the forms 
which cover the bleſſed Sacrament, are the 
fringes of his holy humanity which cures 
our {ins, 


Aſpirations. 


I feel that thou art far from me. What 
Billows of diſquiet ariſe within my heart z 
what idle thoughts, which have been-too 
much conſidered ? Alas (moſt redoubted 
Lord and Father of mercy) canſt thou: be- 
kold from firm land,this poor veſſel, which 

labours 


out for fear of his preſence, which ſhould: 


 OLord,my foul is in night & darkneſs, & 


«a... 


__— -  , 
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| 


The Goſpel upon the firſt Sunday in 


for Let. Wo 


| Tabours ſo extreamly, being deprived of 


thy m.oft amiable preſence? I row ſtrongly, 
but can advance nothing, except thou 
come into my ſoul. Come (O my adored 
Maſter) walk upon this tempeſtuous Sea of 
my heart ; aſcend into this poor Veſſel ; 
ſay unto me, take courage, It is I. Be. 
not conceited that I will take thee for an i= 
Iuſion ; for I know thee too well by thy 
wers and bounties, to -be ſo miſtaken, 
The leaſt thought of my heart will quiet it 
ſelfto adore thy ſteps. Thou ſhalt raign 
within me ; thou ſhalt diſperſe my cares; 
thon ſhalt recover my decayed ſenſes : 
thou ſhalt lighten my underſtanding ; thou 
ſhalt inflame my will, thou ſhalt cure all 
my infirmities : And to conclude, . thon 
only ſhalt work in me, and I will be wholly 
thine. 


KK _—— _— h_ _—_—  P 
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Lent, S. Matthew the 4. 


Of our Saviours being tempted in the 
, 7. Deert; 


Hen Feſus was led of the ſpirit into the 
Deſart, to be tempted of the Devil, 
, and 


1 
l 
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and when he had faſted fourty days and 
fourty nights, afterward he was bungry : 
” And the tempter approached and ſaid to him, 
- If thou be the Son of God, command that 

theſe ſtanes be made bread : Who anſwered 

and ſaid, it is written, uot in bread alone doth 

man live, but in every word that proceedeth 
from the mouth of God, 

Then the Devil took him up into the holy 
City,and ſet him upon the pinacle of the Tem» 
ple, and ſaid to him. If thau be the ſon of God, 
caft thy ſelf down, for ut is written, that he 
will gue his Angels charge of thee, and mn 
their hands ſhall they hold thee up, le$F perhaps 

' thou knock thy foot againſt a ſtone, Feſus 
ſaid to him again, It is written, Thou ſhalt 
mot tempt the Lord thy God, 

Again, the Devil took him up into a very 
high mountain, and he ſhewed him all the 
Kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them, and ſaid to him, All theſe will I pive 
rhee, rf falling down thou wilt adore me. 
Then Feſus ſaith to him, avoid Satan ; for 


" © ut is written, the Lord thy God ſhalt thou 


adore, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Then 
the Devil left him, and behold Angels came, 
end miniſtred to hin; 


jp "For Lent, >3 


tio) - 
Morales, 


7. FEſus ſuffered himſelf to be tempted 
'J (faith Saint Auguſtine) to the end he 
* might ſerve for a Mediatour, for an ex- 
ample, and for a remedy to work our- 
victory over all temptations. We mult fight 
on his ſide : Our life 1s a continual war- 
fare, and our days are Champious which 
enters into the liſts. There is no greater 
temptation then to have none at all : Sleep- 
ing water doth nouriſh poyſon, Motion is 
| the worlds foul; fighting againſt temp- 
tations, is the ſoul of vertues, and glory 
doth ſpring and bud-out of tribulations. 
Vertue hinders not temptation, but ſur- 
mount it. Jeſus faſted (faith the ordinary 
Gloſs) that he might be tempted, and is 
tempted becauſe he did faſt. He faſted - 
fourty days, and then was hungry ; he did 
eat with his Diſciples the ſpace of fourty 
days after his reſurrection, without any 
. more neceſſity of meat, then the Snn hath 
f the earths vapours ; to make us thereby 
wm that it only appertained to him, to 
'teach that great ſecret how to manage 
want and abundance, by which St. Paul 
was glorified. | 
.2. The hrſt victory over a temptation, 
1S 
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15 to know that which tempts us. Some v4 

ptations are gay and ſmiling at their v.- 
ginning,as thoſe of love & pleaſure, which 
end in terrible and bitter ſtormes; Others 
are troubleſome and irkſome ; Others 
doubtful and intricate : Others rapide 
and ſudden, which ceaſe-upon their prey 
like an Eagle : Others are cloſe and catch- 
ing. Theſe are the ſnares of Satan, who 
fomes like a Bore, Roars like a Lion, and 
hiſſeth like a Serpent. We ſhould always 


 _ have aneye ready to mark from whence 


the temptation comes, whither it tends, 
what 1s the root of it, what the conrle, 
what the progreſs, and what power it may 
have over our ſpirit. 

.. 3. Solitude of heart, faſting, prayer, 
the word of God, are weapons of an 
excellent temper, which the word incar- 
nate teacheth us to uſe in this conflict. 


Theſe things are to be uſed with diſcretion # 
by the counſel of a good directour, to | 


whom a man muſt declare all his molt ſe- 


cret thoughts, and bear a breaſt of Chri- } 


ſtal toward him, with a firm purpoſe to 
- him {ez all the inward motions of his 

cart. Itisalſo good to note here, that 
pur Lord wonld exprelly be tempted in 
that Deſart which is between Feruſalem 
and Fericho, where the Samaritan (menti- 


oned * 
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| for Lent, * 
tioned in the parable) did pour wine and: 
oyl into the ſores of the poor wounded 
man ; to teach us that by his combat hes 
came to cure the wounds of Adam, and; 
all his race, in the very place where they 
were received. 

4. Sin is killed by flying the occaſions - 
of it. Abſence, reſiſtance, coldneſs, 
ſilence, labour, diverſion, have ovetcome 
many aſlaults of the enemy. Sometimes 
& Spiders web is ſtrong enough to preſerve 
chaſtity, & at other times the thick walls of 
Semiramts are not ſufficient. God governs 
all, and a good will to concur with him, is 
a ſtrong aſlurance in all perils, and it will- 
keep us untoucht amidſt the flames of Inſt,” 

'F. Since It imports us ſo much to fight » * 
valiantly, let bole the hearts of Lions. 
Where 1s our Chriſtianity, if we do not 
give teſtimony of it to God, both by our- 
hdelity and courage ? How many Martyrs ' 
.ave been roſted and broiled becauſe they 


| would not ſpeak one ill word ? What ho- 
nour can you expect by yielding at the firft 


entrance to a temptation ? Look not up- 
on the violence of it, but contemplate the 
Crown which you ſhould gain by conquer- 
Ing 1t; think at your entrance how you will 
come off, and know for certain, that he 
who truly conſiders the conſequence of a 

| v C wicked 
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wicked action, will never begin it. 
; 6, Lent is the Spring-time for ſanctifi- 
ed reſolutions, it mortifies the body that 
the ſpirit may triumph,it 1s a time of grace 
which tends to ſalvation and: mercy. It 
imports extremly to commend all to God 
at the beginning, to ſanctifie this faſting, 
which is 3 part. of our deyotion : we muſt 
abſtain from fleſh, and be content with one 
meal at ſeaſonable hours, without making 
over large collations ; except age, infr- 
mity, or weakneſs, labour, or neceſſity 
of other functions, ſhall diſpence with our 
diet: for thoſe who are unable to faſt, 
ſaffer more by their diſability, then others 
do'by falting.lt is good to follow the coun- 
- +» ſel of Athanaſins, who adyiſeth to eat late 
and little, and at a table where is but one 
ſort of meat. We mult alſo faſt by abſti- 
nence from.vice. For to weaken our body, 
and yet nouriſh our navghty paſſions, 1s to 

* faſt as the Devilsdo, who eat nothing, and 
yet devour the world by the rage of their 
malice. Sobriety is a ſtream which wa- 
ters all vertues. Our ſoul and body are as 
the ſcales of a ballance; if you pull down 
the one, you raiſe up the other ; and if you 
tame your fleſh, it makes the Spirit raign 
and goyern, 


Aſpirations 


for Lent: 5 


Aſpirations, 
'0 Moſt merciful Lord, F ather, and 


Protectour of all my life, how great 
are the temptations and ſnares whereunto 
I am ſubject; when I eat, drink, ſleep,” 
when I do buſineſs, when' I am both in 
converſation and ſolitude ? Whither ſhaH 
this poor ſoul go which thon haſt thrown 
into a body ſo fr2il, in a world ſocorrupt 
and amongſt the ailaults of ſo many perni- 
cious enemies ?.-Open, O. Lord, thine eyes 
for my guidance, and compallionate my 
infirmities : without thee I can do nothing, 
and in thee I cando all that I ought. Give 
me, O Lord, a piercing eye'to ſee my 
danger, and the wings of an Eagle to flye. 
from it, or the heart of a Lion to fight 

valiantly, that I may never be wanting in 
my duty and fidelity to thee. I owe all that 
I am or have to thy gracious favour, and 
I will hope for my ſalvation, not by any 
proportion of my own vertues (which are. 
weak and. ſlender) but by thy boundleſs 
liberalities, which only do crown all our 
good works, 


# when did we ſee thee an hungere 


. 
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The Goſpel upon Munday the firſt 


week in Lent, out-of St, Matthew 25. . 


Of the Judgment day. 


A Na when the Son of man ſhall come in 
A his Majeſty, and all the Angels with 
him, then ſhall he fit upon the ſeat of his Ma- 
jeſty. And all nations ſhall 'be gathered to- 
gether before him, and he ſhall ſeparate them 
one from another, as the Paſtour ſeparateth 
the ſheep from the goats : And ſhall ſet the 
ſheep at his right hand, but the goats at his 
left. 

* Then. ſhall the King ſay to-them that ſhall 


b2 at his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my 


Father, poſſeſs you the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. For 
I was hungred, and you gave me to eat: 1 
Was 4 thir#t, and you gave me to drink : 1was 
a ſtranger, and you took me in : naked, and 


© -'you covered me © fick, and you viſited me. 


1 was in-priſon, and you came tome, Then 
ſhall the juſt anſwer him, ſaying; Lord, 

7 and-fed 
thee ? athirſt, and gave thee drink? and when 
did we ſee thee a ſtranger, and took thee 


 #n ? or naked, and covered thee ? or when 


did 


. for Lent, 2H 


cad we ſee thee ſick, or in priſon, and came _ 
to thee ? And the King anſwering, ſhall ſay © 
ro them, Amen, I ſay to you, as long as you 
did it to one of theſe my leaft brethren, you 
did it to me. Then ſhall he ſay to them alſo 
that ſhall be at his left hand, Get you away 
from me you curſed into everlaſting fire, 
which was prepared for the Devil and his Ar.- 
gels, For I was an bungred, and you gave 
ne not to eat; 1 was athirſt, and you gave 
me not to drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took me notin: naked, and you covered me 
not: fick, and in priſon, and you did net 
wiſfit me, Then they alſo ſhall anſwer him, 
ſaying, Lord, when did we ſte thee an 
hungred, or a thirſt, or a ſtranger, or nakcd, 
or ſick, or inpriſon, and did not miniſter to 
thee ? Then he (hall anſwer them, ſaying A- 
een, I ſay to you, as long as you aid it not © 
ro one of theſe leſſer, netther did you ut to me, 
And theſe ſhall go into puniſhment everlaſt= 
ing : but the juſt, into life everlaſting, 


Aoralities. 


Ehold here a Goſpel of great terrour, 
where our ſpirit like the Dove of 
Noah, is placed upon the great delnge of 
Gods wrath; and knows not where ta 
ind footing. Every thing is molt. dread- 
q C 3 ful 


E 
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full ; But what can be more terrible, then 
"the certainty of Gods judgement, joyned 
with the great uncertainty of the hour of 
our death ? It is an unchangeable decree, 
that we muſt all be preſented before the 
high Tribunal of the living God, to ren- 
der a juſt account of all which onr foul hath | 
done, while it was joyned with our body, | 
as we are taught- by S. Paul, We muſt 
make an account of our time ſpent, of our 
thoughts, words, actions; of that we have 
done, and that we have omitted, of life, | 
death, and of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; | 
and thereupon receive a judgment of ever- 
laſting life or death. All men know that: 
this muſt certainly be done, but no man 
knows the hour or moment when it ſhall 
be. So many Clocks ſtrikeabout us every 
day, and yet none can let us know the hour 
of our death. 
' _ 2. O how great 1s the ſolitude of a ſoul 
in her ſeparation from-ſo manygreatintice= 
ments of the world, (wherein many men | 
live)and in an inſtant,to ſee nothing but the ? 
good or il we have done on either fide us ; ' 
what an aſtoniſhment will it be for a man 
ſuddenly to ſee all the actions of his life (as 
upon a piece of Tapilſtree) ſpred before his 
eyes; where his fins wall appear like fo 
many thorns, ſo many ſerpents, ſo many 
YENnemous 


I ok 


hell. O what adreadful change will it be 
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yenemons beaſts. Where will then be that 
cozening vail of reputation, and reaſon of* # 
ſtate, which as yet cover ſo many wicked 
actions ? The foul ſhall (in that day of 
God) be ſhewed naked to all the world, and 
her own eyes will molt vex her, witneſling 
1o plainly what ſhe hath done. 

3. O what a parting water 1s Gods 
judgment, which in a moment ſhall ſepa- 
rate the mettals ſo different ; O what a di 
viſion will then be made of ſome men which: 
now hve upon the earth ? Some ſhall be 
made clear and bright like the ſtarrs of 
heaven, and others like Coles burning in 


to a damned ſoul at her ſeparation from 
this life, to live only in the company of * 
devils in that piercing ſence of torments, 
and eternal puniſhment ? It is a very trou- 
bleſome thing, to be tied with. ſilken * 
ſtrings in a bed of Roſes for the ſpace of 
eight days together. What may we then : 
think of a damned ſoul which muſt dwel- 
in a bed of flames ſo long as there ſhall _ | 
a God. 
4. Make uſe of the time given you to - 
work your ſalvation, and live ſuch a lifeas 
may end witha happy death, and-ſo obtain 
hat favourable judgment, which ſhall fay - 
Came, O thou ſoul, bleſſed of God.my Fas: * 
C 4 ther,. 
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ther, poſſeſs the Kingdom which 1s pre- 
"pared for thee from the beginning of the 
world. There is no better means to avoid 
the Rigour of Gods judgments, then to 
fear them continually. Imitate the tree 
(mentioned in an Emblem)which being de- 
figned to make a Ship, and finding it ſelf 
wind-ſhaken as it grew upon the lard, and 
4aid, what will become of me in the Sea ; 
If we be already moved in this world, by 
the: bare conſideration of the puniſhment 
duEto ſin, think what it wi!llbe in that vaſt 
Sea and dreadful abyſs of Gods judgments. 


Aſfwrations, 


| O King of dreadful Majeſty, who doeft 
juitly damn, and undeſervedly ſave 
Jouls; ſave me O fountain of mercy.Remem- 
b-r thy ſelf(ſweetJeſus) that I was the cauſe 
of that great journey which thon tookeſt 
| fromGod to man ; and do not deſtroy me 
- 2n that dreadful day, which muſt decide 
* The queſtion of my life or death for all 
eternity. Take care of my laſt end, ſince 
. thon art the cauſe of my beginning, and the 

only cauſe of all that Il am. O Father of 
bounties, wouldeſt thou ſtopa mouth which 

deſires ſo earneſtly to praiſe and confeffy 
E1ee' cverlaſtingly ? Alas (O ' eternal 
| Sweetneſs) 
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Sweetneſs) wouldſt thou damn a ſoul which 


hath coſt;thee ſo much ſweat and' blood; 
giving it for ever to thoſe cruel and accur- 
ted powers of darkneſs; Rather O Lord 
pierce my heart with ſuch a fear of thy 
judgments, that I may always dread and 
never feel them : If I forget,, awake my 
memory; if I fly. from thee, recall me a- 
gain : If I defer my amendment, ſtay for 
me ;. If I return, do not defpiſe my ſoul, 
but open thoſe arms of mercy, which thou 
didſt ſpread upon the Croſs, with ſuch ri- 

orous juſtice againſt thy {ſeif, for ſatis- 
© tion of my {ins. 


_\ as 


The Goſpel upon- Tueſday the firſt 
week in Lent, out of 
Sr, Matth, 21.. 


Jefus droye the buyers and {c!lers out of 
the Temple. 


f Id when he =P extrea Fernſalem, the 
whole City was moved, ſaying, Who- . 
ws this? And the people ſaid, this 1s Feſus « 
the Prophet, of Nazareth i Galilee, Ard 
ſus emred ino the 1 emple of God, and caſt 


. ys j s : y 
oft ail that fold and bought 1; the Teomple,ard 


te Tacles cf the Ozrkers, and the chairs of 
| C5 them 
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them that ſold pidgeons he overthrew ; and hs 
ſaid to them, it is written, My houſe ſhall be 
called the houſe of prayer but you have made 


ita den.of thieves, And there came to bim. 


the blind and the lame in the temple, and he 
healed. them, And the chief; Prieſts and 
Scrtber ſeeing the marvellous things that he 
aid; and the children crying in the Temple, 
and ſaying, Hoſanna to the Son. of David: 
rbey had indignation and ſaid to him, heareſt 
thou what. the; ſay? And eſus ſaid to them, 
very, well, have you. never read, that out of 
the: mouths of infants and ſucklings thou haſt. 


perfetted praiſe ? and leaving them, he went. 


forth ont of the city into Bethania and res- 


mained there. 
Morales, 
6 entring into Jeruſalem, went 


- {trait:to the Temple, as a good Son 
£0e3to his Fathers houſe; as a-high prieſt 


to the Santtuary; and as a ſacrifice to the- 
altar. Hedoth very lively intereſt himſelf - 
?n the goods of his Heavenly Father, and. 


<haſeth out every prophane thing out of 
ihat ſacred place, to give therehy glory to 


_ the living God, and topnt all things in or-. 
F Gcr, Itisa wicked ſtain to Religion, when 


1.cclelialtical perſons are vicious, andwhen 
Churches 
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Churches are prophaned. Saint Chry- : 
ſoftom ſaith, that prieſts are the heart of, 
the Church, but when they are wicked,they 
turn all into fin. A decaying tree hath al- 
ways ſome ill quality about the root : fo 
when any people are without diſcipline;the. 
paſtours are without vertue. The want of 
reverence in Churches, begets the con- 
tempt of God; they cannot have Jeſus in 
their hearts, when they give him affronts 
even in his own Temple. 

2, His houſe (ſaith he) is a houſe of 
prayer ; but your heart ſhould be the 
{anCtuary, and your lips the door. So long 
as you are without the exerciſe of prayer, 
you ſhall be like a Bee without a ſting, which 
can make neither. honey nor wax. Pray- 
er 18 the chiefeit and molt eftectual means 
of that Angelical converſation to which: 
God calls us, by the merits of his paiſion, 
and by the effects of his triumphant refur- 
rection. Ir 1s the ſacred bulinefs which . , 
man hath with God, and (to ſpeak-with” 
Saint Gregory Naxzianzen) it is the art to 
make our ſouls drvine. Before all things* 
you mult put into an order, the number, 
the time, the” place, the manner-of your 
prayers ; and be ſure that you pay unto” 
God this tribute with reſpet; ferver, 
and perſeverance, But it you-deſire to 
make- 


. _ 
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make a very good prayer, learn betimesto 
make a prayer of all your life. Incenſe 
hath no ſmell without fire, and prayer is 
of no force without. charity. A man muſt 
converſe innocently,purely. with men, that 
delires to Treat worthily with God. 

3. Keep: your perſon and your houſe 
clean from ill managing all holy things, and 
from thoſe irreverences,, which are ſome- 
times committed in Churches. It is a hap- 
Py thing for a man to be ignorant of the 
trade of buying and ſelling benefices, and to 
have no entercourſe with the tribunals of 
iniquity, Many other. fins are written 
in. ſand, and blown away with a ſmall 
breath of Gods mercy ; But the faults of 
fo. great impiety, are carved upon a Ccor- 
ncr of the.altar, with a grave of ſteel, or 
with a diamond point, as the Prophet ſaith, 
He deſerves to be made.eternally culpable, 


who drys up the fountain, which ſhould. 
F walt himſelf, or poitons the ſtream, which 


{ he hunſelf muſt drink; or contaminates the 
- Sacraments, which are given him to purifie 
F bis {oul, 


Aſpirations, 
QP:rit of Ged, which by reaſon of thy 


cunent height, canit pray to no body, 


and 
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and yet by thy divine wiſdom, makeſt all 
the world pray to thee. Give me the gift 
of prayer, ſince it'is the mother of wil- 
dom ; the Seal of virginity, the ſanctuary 
for our-evils,and fountain of all our goods., 
Grant that I may adore thee in ſpirit with” 
reverence, ſtedfaſtneſs, and perſeveranice *: 
and if it be thy divine pleaſure that I pray 
unto thee as I ought, inſpire unto me (by 
thy vertue) ſuch prayers as thou wilt hear 
by thy bounty. : 


The Gofpel upon Wedneſday the 
firſt week of Lent, 


St, Matth. 12. 


6&3 
The Phariſees demand a Sign of Co 
Jeſus. | 


T #e» anſwered him certain of the Scribes, 
and Phariſees, ſaying, Maſter, we - 
would ſee a ſign from the; who an|wered, 

and ſaid to them : - 
T he wicked and adulterous generation ſeck- 
eth a ſign: and a ſion ſhall not be given it, but 
the ſign of Jonas the Prophet For as Jonas” 
was in the Whales belly three dayes and three * 
nights, fo ſhall the Son of Man be mm the 
Bart 
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heart of the earth three days and three 
nights, The man of Nineveh ſhall riſe in 
| "the judgment with this generation, and 
ſhall condemn it, becauſe they did penance 
' «t the preaching of Jonas: And beheld more 

[then Jonas here, The Queen of the South 
ſhall riſe in the judgment with this gene- 
ration, and ſhall conderm it 5 becauſe ſhe 
Came fromthe ends of. the earth to hear the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, and behold more then 
Solomon here, And when an unclean ſpirit 
" ( ſball £o out of man, he walketh through 
/ary places, ſeeking reſt and finderh not, Then 
\he ſaith, 1 will return into my houſe whence 
\1 came out; andcommg, be findeth ut vacant, 


\be and taketh with him ſeven other ſpirits 
" pore wicked then himſelf, and they enter 
| jan awell there; andthe laſt of that man be 
* (maae worſe then the firſt, So ſhall it bealſo 
+ $0 this wicked generation. 

As he was yet ſpeaking to the multitudes, 


unto him, behold thy mother and thy brethren 
Hand without ſeeking thee. But he anſwering 
him that told him, ſaid, Who 1s my mother, 

and who are. my brethren ? and ſtretching 
| forth his hand upon his Diſciples, he ſaid, 


| ſwept with beſoms, and trimmed; then goeth 


| behold his mother and bes brethren ſtood with-- 
" ont ſeeking fo ſpeak; to bim, and one faid- 


* Behold my mother and my brethren : for- 
. whoſoever 


> 


> 
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whatſoever ſhall do the will. of. my. Father 
that is in heaven, he is my brother, ana 
ſiſter, and mother. 


Moralities, 


1,”T'1s a. very ill ſign when. we deſire _ 
ſigns to make us believe in God.. 

[The ſigns which - we. demand to fortifie: 
our faith, are oft-times marks of our infi-- 
delity. There is not a..more dangerous 
plague in tHe events of worldly affairs, 
then to deal with the Devil, or to calt: 
nativities. All theſe. things fill men with 
more fanlts then knowledge; For divine 
Oracles have more need to be reverenced: 
then interpreted. He that will find God, 
mult ſeek him with ſimplicity, and profeſs 
tim with piety. 
2. Some-- require a fign, and yet be- 
tween heaven andearth, all is full of figns.- 
How many. creatures ſoever there are, 
they are-all ſteps and characters. of the . 
Divinity. What a happy thing 1t 1s to 
ſtndy what God is by. the.volum of time, 
and by that. great Book- of the world. 
There-is not ſo ſmal a ſlower of the-med- . 
dows, nor ſo little a creature upon earth, 
which doth not tell us ſome news of him. - 


He. ſpeaks in. onr ears by all creatures, . - 
which 
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which are ſo many Organ-pipes to conve! 
tus Spirit and voice” to us. But he hat 
no ſign ſo great, as the' word incarnate 
which carries all the types of his glory 
and Power. About him only ſhould be 
all qur curioſity, our . knowledge, . aur 
admiration, and our love, becauſe in him 
we can be {ure to find all our repoſe and 
conſolation. 
©. 3. Are we not very miſerable, ſince 
+ we know not our own good but by the 
Joſs of it, which makes us eſteem ſo little 
+ of thoſe things we have in our hands ? 
- The MNinewvites did hear old Fonas the 
F Prophet. The Queen of Sheba came from. 
far to hear the wiſdom of Solomon : Jeſus 
—_ to us uſually from the Pulpits, 
om the Altars; in our converſations, 
in our affairs and recreations : And yet 
we do not' ſnfficiently eſteem his words 
nor inſpirations. A ſurfeited ſpirit miſ- 


raving, after the rotten pots of Egypt. 
” Bur it 1s the laſt and worſt of all ills to 
| Giſpiſe our own good; Too much conli- 
* dence is mother of an approaching dan- 


ſes, which are worle than ns, which 
| are the greateſt evils of the world ; he 


firſt 


likes honey, and isdiſtafted with anra, . 


ger : A. man muſt keep himſelf from relap-: 


that loves danger, ſhall periſh in it. The 


EET 
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firſt ſin brings with it one Devil, but 
the ſecond brings ſeven : There are ſome 


who vomit up their ſins as the Sea doth 


cockles,to ſwallow them again. "Their life 
is nothing but an ebbing and flowing of 
{ins, and their moſt innocent retreats, 
are a diſpoſition to iniquity. For as boild 
water doth ſooneſt freez, becauſe the cold 
works upon it with the greater force; {0 


\ thoſe little fervours of devotion, which an 


unfaithful ſoul feels in confeſſions, and re» 


ceiving (if it be not reſolute quite to for- ,. ? 


ſake wickedneſs) ſerve for nothing elſe 


Hut to provoke the wicked ſpirit, to makg"* : 


a new impreſſion upon her : It is then we 
have moſt reaſon to fear Gods juſtice, 
when we deſpiſe his mercy. We become 
neareſt of kin to him, when his Ordinan- 
ces are followed by our manners, and our 
life by his precepts. ; 


Aſpirations, 


Word Incarnate, the great ſign of thy 
heavenly Father, who carrielt all the 
marks of his glory, and all the characters 
of his powers : It is thou alone whom 
I ſeek, whom I eſteem and honour ; Al 


that I ſee, all I underſtand, all that I feely 


-. 


$ nothing to me, if it do pot_carry thy 
; name, 


w 
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ame, and take colour from thy beauties, 
nor be animated by thy Spirit. Thy con- 
verſation hath no trouble, and thy pre- 
ſence no diſtaſte, O let me never loſe 
by my negligence, what I poſſeſs by thy 
bounty. Keep me from relapſes, keep 
me from the ſecond gulf, and ſecond 
hell of ſin. He is too blind that profits 
nothing by experience of his own wicked- 
neſs, and by a full knowledge of thy 
bounties, 


i 


The Goſpel npon Thurſday ths 
firſt week in Lent, out of 
S., Matthew the 15. 


Of the woman of Canaan. 


AV Teſus went forth from thence, and 
Retired into the quarters of Tyre and 
Sidon. And behold a woman of Canaan came 
forth out of theſe coafts, and crying out, ſaid 
to bim, Have mercy upen me, O Lord, the 
Son of David, my daughter 15 ſore vexed of 
# Devil : who anſwered her not a word, And 
. bis diſciples came and beſought him, ſaying, 
diſmiſs her, becauſe ſhe cryeth out after #s : 
And he anſwering, ſaid, I was not 0 
but ro the: ſheep that are loſt of the. houſe of 
0 | Iſrael, 
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Iſrael. But ſhe came and adored him, ſay- 
ing, Lord help me : who anſwering, ſaid ; | 
It is not good to take the bread of children, 
and to caſt it to the dogs : but ſhe ſaid, yea 
Lord ;, for the dogs alſo eat of the crumbs 
that fall from the tables of their maſters. 
Then Feſus anſwering, ſaid to her, O wo« 
man, great is thy faith, be it done to thee as © 
thon wilt : and her daughter was made _ 
whole from that hour, 


Moralities, 


2.4 JUr Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, after his 

great and wondrons diſcent from 
heaven to earth ; from being infinite to 
be finite ; from being God, to. be man 3; 
uſed many ſeveral means for ſalvation of ' 
the world. And behold, entring npon 
the frontiers of Tyre and Sidon, he was 
pleaſed to conceal himſelf : But it is very 


hard to avoid the curiolity of a woman, * 


who ſeeking his preſeace, was thereby 
certain to find the fl point of her felicity. 
A very ſmal beam of illumination refleCt- 

ing upon her,carried her out of her Coun- 
trey, and a little ſpark of light brought 
her to find out the clear ſtreams of truth. 
We muſt not be tired with ſeeking God 


. nd when we have found hun; his preſence - 
ſhould 
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ſhould not diminiſh, but increaſe obr de- 
tire to keep him ſti!]. We are to make en- 
trance into our. happineſs, by taking faſt 
hold of the firſlt means offered. for our 
{alvation: And we mult not refuſe or 
loſe a- good fortune which knocks at our 
door. 

2, Great 1s the power of a woman when 
ſhe. applies her ſeli to vertue ;, behold, at 
” one inſtant, how one of that ſex aſlails 
God and the devil, prevailing with the 
one by ſubmiſſion, and* conquering the 
other by command : And he which gave 
the wide Sea arms to contain all the world, 
finds his ownarms tied by the chains of 


a prayer which himſelf did inſpire. She 


draws unto her (by a pious violence) the 
God of all ſtrength, ſuch was the fervency 
of her prayer, ſuch- was the wiſdom of 
her anſwers, and ſuch the faith of her 
words. As he paſled away without ſpeak- 
ing, ſhe hath the boldneſs to call him to 
her ;, whiles he is ſilent, ſhe prays; when 
- heexcuſeth himſelf, ſhe adores him ; when 
he refuſeth her ſuit, ſhe draws him to-her. 
To be ſhort, ſhe is ſtronger then the 
* Patriarch Facob ; for. when he: did wreſtle 
with the. Angel, he returned lame from 
the conflict-; but this woman, after ſhe had 
been ſo powerful with God, returns ſtrait 

. 9 
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to her houſe, there.to ſee her victories, 
and poſleſs her conquelts. 

3. Mark with what weapons ſhe over- 
came the greateſt of all conquerours, Cha- 
rity 'drew her from home to ſeek health 
for 'her daughter, becauſe” like a good 
mother, ſhe loved her not with a luxuri- 
ous love ; butin her affliction, feeling 
all her dolours, by their paſſionate re=. + 
fletion upon her * heart. Her faith was 
planted upon ſo firm arrock, that amongſt 
all the appearance of diſpair, her hope 
remained -conſtant. Humility did effect 
that the name of Dog, was given her 
for a title of glory, ſhe making profit of 
injuries, and converting into honour the 
greateſt contempt of her perſon. Her 
words were low and humble ; .but her 
faith was wondrous high, fince in a.mo- 
ment. ſhe chaſed away the devil, ſaved 
her daughter, and changed the word Dog 
into the name of a Sheep of Chriſts flock, 
| as Seaulins 'writes. Preſeverance was . 
| the laſt of her vertues in'the Combat, but 
it was the firſt which gained her Crown. 
If you will imitate her in theſe four vertues, 
Love, Faith, Humility, and Perſeverance, 
they are the principal materials of which 
the body of your perfection muſt be com- 


unged. 
| GS Aſpiration, 
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Aſpiration, 
() Jeſus Chriſt, Son of Davia, I remem- 
ber well that thy forefather did by 
his harpchaſe away a devil from Saul: And- 


- wilt not thon, who art the Father of all 


- 


bleſſed harmonies, drive away from me 
ſo many little ſpirits of Aﬀections, Ap- 

ites and Paſſions, which trouble and 

compoſe my heart ; This poor ſoul, 
which is the breath of thy mouth, and 
daughter of thine infinite bounties, is(like 
the Sun under a cloud) poſleſſed with many 
wicked ſpirits ; but it hath none worſe 
then that of ſelf-Jove. Look upon me 
(O Lord) with thine eyes of mercy, and 
ſend me not away with ſilence, ſince thou 
art the Word. Rather call me Dog, fo 
that I may be ſuffered to gather up the 


.- crumbs which fall from thy Table. What- 
- ſoever proceeds from thy mouth, 1s ſacred, 
and muſt be taken by me as a relick. . If 
* thou fay I ſhall obtain my deſire, I- ſay. I 
-+ Will have no other, then what thou inſpi- 


reſt, and I canbe contented with nothing, 
= what ſhall be thy bleſled will and plea- | 
ure, 


The |. 
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The Goſpel upon Fryday the firſt 
week in Lent, Sr, fohr 5. 


Of the Probatick Pond. 


Fter theſe things, there was 4 Feſtival 

'Þ day of the Jews, & Feſus went np to Je-: 
ruſalem : aud there is at. Jeruſalem por: 
Probatica, & Pond ; which in Hebrew #s 
»smed Bethſada, having five Porches, In 
theſe lay a great Multitude of ſick _per- 
ſons, of Blind, Lame, Withered, expetting 
the ſtirring of the Water. And an Anget 
of our Lord deſcended at @ certain time 1tt= 
to the pond, and the water was ſtirred; 
And he that had gone down firſt. snto the 
pond, after the ſtirring of the water, was 
made whole of whatſoever infirmity he was 
| bolden, And there was a certain man there, 
| that had been eight and thirty years in 
his infirmity, Him when Jeſus had ſeen lying, 
and knew that he had been now along time in 
that caſe, he ſaithto him, Wilt thou be made 
whole ? The ſick man anſwered him, Lord, 
[14 have no man, when the water is trou- 
' (bled, ro put me into th: pond « for whiles 
I come, another goeth down before me, Faſus 
uh to him, Ariſe, take up; thy bed, and - 
: Walk 
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walk. And forthwith he was made whole : 
and he took up his bed, and walked. And 
it. was the Sabbath that day. The. 
Fews therefore ſaid to him that was healed, 
#45 the Sabbath, thou mayſt not take up thy 
bed. He anſwered them, he that made me 
whole, he ſaid to me, Take up thy bed and 
walk. They asked him therefore, what is 
. that man that ſaid to thee, takg up thy 

bed and walk ? But he that was made whole, 
knew not who it was, For Feſus ſhrunk a- 
fide from the Multitude ſtanding in the 
place. Afterwards Jeſus finding him in the 
Temple, and ſaid to him, Behold, thou art 
made whole : ſin no more, leſt ſome worſe 
thing chanee to thee, That man went his 
Way, and told the Fews that it was Jeſus 
that made him whole, 


Moralities, 


A LL the world is but one great HoC- | 
S pital, . wherein ſo many perſons 
languiſh ; expecting the moving ,of the 
water, and the time of their good for- 
tune. The Angels of earth which govern 
our fortunes go not ſo faſt as our de- 
fires. But Jeſus who is the great Angel - 
of. council, is always ready to cure our 
Maladies ; to ſupport our — | 
and. 
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and make perfect our vertues. We need 
only to follow his motions and 1nfſpira- 
tions, to meet with: everlaſting reſt. It 
is a lamentable thing, that ſome can 
patiently expect the barren favours of 
men twenty or thirty years together, and 
yet will not continue three days in prayer. 
to ſeek the ineſtimable graces of God. 
. 2, The: firſt ſtep we. muſt make to- 
ward our ſalvation, is to deſire it. That 
man -is worthy to be eternally ſick, 
e | who fears nothing elſe but the loſs of 
e | his bodily health. Men generally do all 
e | what they can poſſibly to cure their Cor- 
e | poral infirmities ; they abide a thouſand 
's | vexations (which are. but too certain) 
.s | to recover a health which 1s moſt un- 
certain. Ani as for the paſſions of 
the mind, ſome love the Feavers of 
their own love, and their worldly am- 
| bition above their own life. They ſuck 
r || the head of a venemous aſpick, and are 
's | kilkd by the tongue of a viper. They . 
& | will not part with that which kills them; 
.. | and if you take from them the worm 
n{ which makes them itch, or the execu- 
>. {| tioner who doth indeed torment them, 
1.4 they believe you take away the chiefeſt 
x | Of their felicity. Happy is that ſoul which 
holds nothing ſo dear in this world, - 
D _w 
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will forſake it willingly to find God, and 
will ſpare nothing to gain Paradiſe. 

3. There 1s nothing more common, 
nor ſo rare as man. The world is full of 
vitious and unprofitable men. But to find 
one very compleat in all good things, is 
to find a direct Phenix. There are more bu- 
ſineſſes without men,then men without bu- 
ſineſſes. For how many charitable employ- 
ments might many Jazy and idle perſons 
find out ? So many poor mens affairs con- 
tinue at a ſtand : ſo many miſerable crea- 
tures languiſh : ſo many deſolate perſons 
long to find ſome Man who (with little 
trouble to himſelf) would take ſome ſmal 
care of their affairs, and make up a little 
piece of their fortunes. Jeſus is the man 
of God deſired of all ages; to him we 
muſt apply our ſelves, ſince he is both life 
and truth. By him we may come to all 


- happineſs, by him we may live in the foun- | 
tains and ſtreams of life, and in him we | 
may contemplate the chiefeſt of all truths. | 


Aſpirations, 

V Hat patience have I in commit- 
ting ſins, and how impatient am 

I in my ſufferings for them ? I am ever 

moſt ready to - execute vice, and un- 

willing to abide the puniſhment. O good 

God, 
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God, there are many years in which t 


# *xve retained 'an inclination to this dif 
' order, to that ſim. My fo 
It were with Iron chains, in this unhappy 


My ſoul is bound as 


bed: will there be no Angel to move the 
water for me ? But art not thou the Lord 
and Prince of Angels ? Then I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee (O bleſſed Saviour) do 
thou command, and by thy only word, 
my affairs will go well, and receive a hap- 
py diſpatch; my body will become on 
my ſoul innocent, my heart at reſt, 

my life an eternal Glory. 


—_— 


The Goſpel upon Saturday the firſt 
week in Lent, and the Sunday ' 
following, out of St. 

Matthew 17, 


Of the Transfiguration of our Lord. 


Nd after ſix dayes, Feſus taketh unto 
him Peter and Fames, and fohn his 


Brother, and bringeth them into a high © 


mountain apart : and he was transfigured * 
before them, And bis face did ſhine as the 

Sun : and bis garments became white at © 
Snow. And behold, there appeared tothem, 


Moſes and Elias tatking with him, And. 
D 2 
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Peter anſwering, ſaid to Jeſus, Lord ut 1s 
good for us obo | 

make here three tabernacles ;, .one for Thee, 
one for Moſes, and one fo Elias.: And as he 
was yet ſpeaking, behold a bright cloud 
ref” cafes them, And loe a voice out 
of the Cloud, ſaying, This is my well-belo- 
ved Son, in_whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear 
ye him, And the Diſciples hearing it, fell 
pon their face, and were ſore afraid, And 
Teſus came and touched them : and he ſaid 
to them, Ariſe, and fear not, And they 
lifting up their eyes, ſaw no body, but onely 
TFeſus. And as they deſcended from the 
mount, Feſus commanded them, ſaying, tell 
the viſion to no: body, till the Son of man be ri- 
ſen from the dead, 


Moralities. 


1.J*He words of the Prophet Oſee are ac- | 


compliſhed ; the nets and toils plan- 

tzd upon monnt-Tabor, not to catchbirds, 
but hearts.” The mountain which before 
was a den for 'Tygers and Panthers (ac- 
cording to the Story) is now beautified 
by our Saviour, and becomes a place full 
of ſweetneſs and raviſhments. Jeſus.ap- 
ars transfigured 'in the high robes of 
bis glory. The cloud made him a. pa- 
N vithon 
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vilion of gold, and the Sun made his face 
'S ſhine like it ſelf. The heavenly Father 
doth acknowledge his Son as the true 
Prince of glory ; Moſes and Elias both 
appear in brightneſs, the one bearing the 
Tables of the Law, and the other carried 
in a burning Chariot (as Crigen faith) 
which made the Apoſtles know him. For 
the Hebrews had certain figures of the 
moſt famous men of their Nation in books. 
They both (as Saint Luke ſaith) were ſeen 
in glory and Majeſty, which fell upon 
them by reflexion of the beams which 
came from the body of Jeſus, who 1s the 
true fountain of brightneſs. The Apoſtles 
loſe themſelves in the deliciouſneſs of this 
great ſpectacle ; and by ſeeing more then 
they ever did, deſired to loie'their eyes. 
O'that the world is moſt contemptible to 
 {# him, that knows how to value God as he 
© {} ought. So many fine powders, ſo many 
- { pendents and favours of Glaſs; ſo many 
2 ! Towers and Columns of durt plaſtered 
© |} overwithgold, are followed by a million 
-* | of Idolaters. To: conclude, ſo many 
d worldly Jewels are like the empty imagi- 
Il } nations of a ſick ſpirit, not enlightened 
= | by the beams of truth. Letus rely upon 
Xt | the word (faith Saint Auguſtine) which 
i- {| remains for ever, while men paſs like the 
D 3 water 
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water of a fountain, which hides it ſelf in 
the Spring, ſhews it ſelf in the ſtream, and 
loſeth it ſelf at laſt in the Sea. But God 
is always himſelf, there needs no Ta- 
bernacle made by the hands of man, to re- 
main with him ; for in Paradiſe, he is both 
the God and the Temple. 

2. 'Tabor 1s yet but a ſmal pattern, we 
muſt get all the piece; we mult go to the | 
Palace of Angels and brightneſs, where 
the Tabernacies are not made by the hands 
of men. There we ſhall ſee the face of the 
living God clearly, and at full : There the 
beauties ſhall have no vails to hide them 
from us: Our being ſhall have no end : 
Our knowledges will not be Subject to er- 
rour, nor our loves and affeCtions to difſ- | 
pleaſure. O what a joy will it be to enjoy 
all, and deſire nothing ; to be a Magi- 
{ſtrate without a ſucceſlour, to be a King 
without an enemy, to be rich without 
covetouſneſs, to negotiate -without mo- 
ney, and to be ever living without fear of | 
death. 

3. But who can get up to this moun- 
tain, except he of whom the Prophet 
ſpeaks? who hath innocent hands and a 
clcan heart ? who hath not received his 
foul of God in vain, to bury it in worldly 
pelf? Tofollow Jeſus we mult transform 
our 
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our ſelves into him ; by hearing and fol- 
lowing his DoCtrin, ſince God the Father 
propoſeth him for the teacher of man- 
kind, and commands us to hearken unto 
him. "We muſt follow his examples, ſince 

thoſe are the Originals of all vertues. TI he 
beſt trade we can practiſe in this world, is 
that of transfiguration : and we may do it 
by reducing our form to the form of our 
Lord, and walking upon earth like men 
in heaven : Then will the Sun make us have - 
ſhining faces when purity ſhall accompany 
all our actions and intentions. Our 


 cloathes ſhall be as white as ſnow, when 


we ſhall once become innocent in our 
converſations ; we ſhall then be raviſhed 
like the Apoſtles, and after we have been 
at mount Tabor, we ſhall be blind to the 
reſt of the world, and ſee nothing but . 
Jeſus. It is moreover to be noted, that our 
Saviour did at that time entertain him- 
ſelf with diſcourſe of his great future ſuf- 
ferings, and of his death, to teach us that 
his Croſs was the ſtep by which he moun- 
ted up to beatitude. 


Aſpirations. 


2 ureen Palace, O Magnificent Tabor, 
which this day didſt hold upon thee 
D 4 the +» 


56 Entertainments 


the Prince of Glory ;. I love and admire 
thee, but I admire ſomewhat elſe above 
thee : It 18 the heavenly Jeruſalem, that 
triumphant company, that face. of God ; 
where all thoſe beauties are, which ſhall 
never ceaſe to be beauties. It 1s for that 
I live, for that I die, for that I languiſh 
with a holy impatience. O my Jeſus, 
my moſt benign Lord, transform me then 
into thee, that 1 may thereby be tranſ- 
formed into God. If I have carried the 
earthly Image of Adam, why ſhould I not 
alſo carry the form of Jeſus ? Catch me 
O Lord within thoſe tiſſied nets and 
ocen toils of brightneſs, which thou 

idſt plant upon this ſacred mountain. It 
is there I would leave mine eyes, it is there 
I reſolve to breath out my ſoul. I ask no 
Tabernacles to be there built for me, have 
long ſince contemplated thy heart, (O 
Father of eſſences and all bounties) as the 
moſt faithfyl abode of my eternity. 
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The Goſpel upon Munday the ſe- 
cond week in Lent, 'St. Fohn 5. 


Jeſus ſaid unto the Jews, where I go, ye 
cannot come. 


Gain therefore Feſus ſaid to them, FT 
goe, and you ſhall ſeth, me, and ſhall 
aie in your ſin, Whither ] go, you cannot 
come. The Jews therefore ſaid, why ? will he 
kill himſelf : becauſe he ſauth, whither I go, 


ou cannot come. And he ſaid to them, you _ 


are of this world, I am not of this world, There- 
fore I ſay to you, that you ſhall die in your 
ſins, Forif you believe not that 1 am he, ye 
ſhall die in your ſins. They ſaid therefore t9 
him, Who art thou ?- Jeſus ſaid to them, 
The beginning, who alſo ſpeak to you. Many * 
things I have to ſpeak and judge of you: but 

be that ſent me, it true : and what 1 have 
heard of him, theſe things I ſpeak, in the 
world, And they knew not that heſaid to 
them, that his Father was God, Feſus there- 
fore ſaid to them, when you ſhall have exalted © 

the Son of man, then you ſhall know that I am 
he ,, and of my ſelf I do nothing, but as the 
Fathey hath taught me : theſe thnigs I ſpeak, 
and he that ſent me, is withme : and he bath 
Ds not 
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not left me alone, becauſe the things that pleaſe 
him, I do always. 


Moralities, 


I Of e of the greateſt misfortunes of 

our lite is, that we never ſuthcient- 
Iy know our own good, till we loſe it. We 
fly from that we ſhould ſeek : we ſeek that 
we ſhould avoid, and never begin to be- 
wall our loſles, but when they are not to 
be recovered. Thoſe Jews poſleſſed an 
ineſtimable Treaſure, by the preſence and 
converſation of the Son of God : But they 
fet light by it, and ſo at laſt tney lamented 
amoneglt eternal flames, what they would 
not ſee in ſo clear a light. Let us take 
heed of deſpiſing holy things, and avoid 
hardneſs of heart, which is a gult of una- 
voidable miſchiefs. 

2, It 1s a ſtrange thing that God is fo 
ncar us, and yet we ſo far from him. That 
which hinders us from finding him, is be- 
cauſe he 1s above, and we below. We are 
too much for the world; too faſt nailed 
to the earth; too much bound to our ſu- 
perfluons bulinefles and cares of this life ; 
and too much Subject to our own appetites, 


F He muſt not be ſiave to his body, that pre- 


tends to receive good from God, who is a 
Spirit : 
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Spirit: He muſt not embark himſelf deep- 
ly into worldly matters, who delires the 
Society of Angels. He muſt paſs from his 
ſenſe,to his reaſon; from reaſon, to grace; 
from grace, to glory. If you defire to find 
God, ſearch for him as the three Kings did 
in the manger, in his humility : Look for 
him as the bleſſed Virgin did in thetemple, 
in his piety : Seek him as the Aarzes did 
in hisSepulchre,by the meditation of death: 
But ſtay not there, ſave only to make a 
paſlage to life. 

3. When you have lifted me up to the 
Croſs (ſaith our Saviour) you ſhall know 
that I am the true Son of God. _ And in- 
deed, it is a great wonder that the inhnite 
power of that Divinity would manifeſt it 
{elf in the infirmity of the Croſs. It was 
only for God to perform this great : 
deſign, and aſcend up to his throne of + 
Glory,by the baſeſt diſgraces of the world. : 
The good thief ſaw no other Title or fign - 
of his Kingdom, but only his body co- + 
vered over with blood, and oppreſſed with 
dolours. He learned by that book of the 
Croſs, all the glory of Paradiſe : and he 
apprehended, that none but God could en- 
dure with ſuch patience,fo great torments. 
If you will be children of God, you mult 


-make 1t appear by participation of his 


Crols 
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Croſs, and by ſuffering tribulation: By that 
Sun our Eagle tries his young ones ; he 
who cannot abide that ſhining ray ſprinkled 
with bloud, ſhall never attain to beati- 
tude : It is not comely to ſee the members 
of a head Crowned with Thorns, {ſit in a 
rotten chair of delicacies. 


Afpir ations, 


& gnenry Saviour.,who doſt lift up all the 
earth with three fingers of thy power, 
raiſe up a little this ſinful maſs of my 
body, which weighs down it ſelf ſo hea- 
vily.. Give me the wings of an Eagle to 
fly after thee, for I am conſtantly reſolved 
to follow thee; whitherſoever thou goelt : 
for though it ſhould be within the ſhadow 
of death,what can I fgar, being in the arms 
» of life? I am notof my ſelf, nor of the 
* world, which is ſo great a deceiver. Since 
- Fam thine by ſo many Titles, (which bind 
me to adoration) þ will be ſo in life, in 
edcath, in time, and for all eternity. I will 

take part of thy ſufferings, ſince they are 
* the enſignes of our Chriſttan warfare. 
Tribulation is a moſt excellent, engine, the 
More a man is kept under, the- higher he 
” mounts: Hedeſcends by perfeit humility, 
. that he may aſcend to thee by the ſteps of 
+ glory. The 
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The Goſpel upon. Tueſday the ſecond 
week in Lent, St. Matthew the 23. 


Teſus ſaid, the Phariſees fit in Moſes chair, 
believe therefore what they ſay. 


TY Feſus ſpake to the multitudes and to 
his Diſciples, ſaying, upon the chair of 
Moſes have ſitten the Scribes and Phariſees, 
All' things therefore whatſoever they ſhall 
ſay to you, obſerve ye and do ye : but accord- 
ing to their works do ye not, for they ſay and 
do not : for they bind heavy burthens, and 
#mportable, and put them upon mens ſhoul- 
ders ; but with a finger of their own they will 
not move them. But they do all their works 
for tobe ſeen of men, for they make broad their 
Phbylatteries, and enlarge their fringes. And 
they leve the firſt places at ſuppers;, and the 
firſt chairs in the Synagogues : and ſaluta- 
tions in the market place, and to be called 
of men, Rabbi : But be nat you.called Rabbi; 

or one is your Maſter, and all you are bre- 
threx: - And call none father to your ſe'f upou 
earth, for cne is your Father, he that 3s in 
Heaven : neither be ye called Maſters, for 
one 1s your Maſter, Chriſt : he that 1s the 
greater of you, ſhall be your ſervitour, a 
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be that exalted himſelf, ſhall be humble : and 
he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted; 


Moralities, 


I T is a very dangerous errour to think, 

that our Saviour in this Goſpel had a 
Purpoſe to introduce an Anarchy, and to 
makeall men equal. He ſheweth in many 
places, that he would have Kings, Princes, 
Magiſtrates, Fathers and Doctours. But 
he would not have men come to honours 
by a vain ambition, nor others to honour 
them, but only as they have dependency 
upon the power of God Almighty. Let 
every ſonl (faith the Apoſtle) be Subject 
to higher powers, for there is no power 
but it cometh from God : He gives us 
Superiours not for us to judge, but to 0- 
bey them. If a man cannot approve 
their manners, he mult at leaſt reverence 
the character of their Authority. They 
ſhould be good Chriſtians for themſelves, 
but they are Superiours for us. He that 
reſiſteth their power, doth reſiſt God who 
ordained them. And all the great evils 
PRE by hereſies and rebellions, pro- 
ceed from no other fountain, -but from 
contempt of powers eſtabliſhed by the de- 
cree of heaven, And man may pretend 
zeal, 
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zeal, but if there is no better Sacrifice, then 
that of obedience. If great perſons abuſe 
their offices, God will find it out; and as 
their dignities are great, fo their puniſh 
ment ſhall be anſwerable. F 

2, One of the greateit diſorders. of 
this life is, that we go for the moſt part 
outwardly to pleaſe the world, and are 
little careful of a good inward applica- 
tion of our ſelves to pleaſe God. Inſtead 
of taking the way of Gods Image (frcem 
whence we all come) we are content to 
have vertues only by imagination, and 
vices intheir true ellence. Membroth pro- 
felled himſelf a ſervant of the true God, 
and yet adored the fire in ſecret. Jeſus 
hath many worſhippers in words, but 
few in truth. Some ſtand upon formali- 
ties, others upon diſguiſed habits, others 
amnſe themſelves about ceremonues, others 
£0 as upon certain ſprings to make them- 
ſelves counted wiſe. Moſt men would 
{cem what they are not, and much troubled 
to be ſeen what they are. All their time 
doth paſs in faſhions and countenances z 
but death and Gods judgments take off all 
thoſe maskes. 

3. To ſay that we have ſeen a man-ex- 
teriourly. devont and ſpiritual (except he 


beſo inwardly) is to ſay, we have ſeen a 
houſe 
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houſe without a foundation, a tree with- 
out a root, a veſlel move upon the Sea 
without a bottome, and an excellent clock 
without a ſpring. For the ſame which 
the foundation is to a houſe, the root to 
a tree, the bottome to a ſhip, and the 
ſpring to a clock, the ſame is a mans 
interiour life to all vertue. What isaman 
the better who reſembles window cuſhions 
which are covered with velvet; and ſtuft 
with hay ; or to be like the picture of 
Diana, in Homer: lliads, which wept to 
ſome, and laught to others ? A little 
ſpark of a good conſcience is better then 
all the lights of the world. Why do we 
crucifie our ſelves with ſo many diſſimu- 
lations, ſo many ceremonies, ſo ' many 
enforcements, upon our natures, to ſerve 
and pleaſe men, only to get ſmoke ? He 
that ſows wind (faith the Prophet) ſhall 
reap a ſtorm. Let us live to our ſelves 
in the purity of a good conſcience, and of 
a perfect humility; if we deſire to live 
for ever with God. Thoſe ſhadows of 
falſe devotions proceed - from the leaves 
of that fig-tree, wherewith Adam and Eve 
covered their nakedneſs : do not we know 
that hypocriſie is the ſame thing to ver- 
tne, which painting is to faces, and that 
it is the very moth which devours ſanfti- 
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ty; and will at the day uf Judgment, 


make all thoſe appear naked, which to the 
world ſeem well apparelled. 


Aſpirations, 


God of all truth, wherefore are there 

ſo many fictions, and counterfeit be- 
haviours ? Mult 'we always live to pleaſe 
the eyes of: others, and run after the 
ſhadow of vanity, which leaves nothing 
but illuſion within our eyes, and corrup- 
tion in our manners. I will live unto thee 
(O fountain of lives) within whom all crea- 
tures have life. I will retire my ſelf into 
my own heart, and negotiate with it by the 
ſecret feeling of a good conſcience, that 
I may treat with thee. What need I the 
eyes of men, if 1 have the eyes of God ? 
They alone are ſufficient to do me good, 
ſince by the aſpect they give happineſs 
to all the Saints. I will ſeek for thee(O 
my beloved Lord) from the break of day, 
till the dead time of the night. All places 
are ſolitary where thon art not, and 
where thou art, there only is the fulneſs 
of all pleaſures. 


| 
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The Goſpel upon VVedneſday, 
the ſecond week in Lent, S. Mat. 20. 


The requeſt of theWife of Zebedee for her 
Sons, James and Fohn. 


the twelve Diſciples ſecretly, and ſaid 
to them, behold, we Je A Jeruſalem, os 
the Son of man ſhall - 
ro and to the Scribes, and they ſhall 
Conaemn him to death, and ſhall deliver him 
ro the Gentiles to be mocked, and ſcourge, 
and crucified, and the third day he ſhall 
riſe again, 

Then came to him, the mother of the ſons 
y Zebedee, with ber ſons adoring and ac- 
wing ſomething of him, who ſaid to her, 
What wilt theu ? ſhe ſaith to him, ſay that 
theſe my two ſons may fit one at thy right 
band, and one at thy left hand, in thy King- 
dom, And Feſus anſwering, ſaid, you know 
not what you deſire, Can ye drink, of the 
Cup that I ſhall drink of ? They ſay to him, 
we can: He ſaith to them, My cup indeed you 
ſhall drink,of : But to ſit at my right Hand 
and Left, 1s not mine to give to you, but to 
Whom it 1s prepared of my Father. 

Hora: 


'A Na Feſus going up to Feruſalem, took, 
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Horalities., 


2,6: Hat a ſhort life have we, and 

yet ſuch large and vaſt ambiti- 
ons? We fear every thing like mortal 
men, and yet deſire all, as if we ſhould 
be immortal upon earth. It is a ſtrang 
thing to obſerve, how the deſire of Ho- 
nour ſlides even amongſt the moſt refi- 


ned Devotions. Some one is counted an 


Angel of Heaven amongſt men, who 
hath not forſaken his pretences upon earth. 
Ambition ſleeps in the boſomes of per- 
ſons conſecrated for the Altars. It over- 
throws ſome whom luxury could not 
ſtir ; and moves thoſe whom avarice 
could not touch. We deſire all to be 
known, and to ſeem what we are not : but 
this ſeeming is that which doth bewitch us: 
All paſſions grow old and weaker by age ; 
only the deſire of wordly Riches, and ho- 
nours, is a ſhirt which we never put off, 
till we come to the Grave. Why do we ſo 
extreamly torment our poor life, by run- 
ning after this ſhadow of honour, which 
we cannot follow without trouble, nor 
paſlles without fear, nor loſe without ſor- 
row ? Is it not itrange folly, that men love 
ſuch vanities till the very laſt nfionn of 

.  _ their 
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their own ruins, . and fear nothing, ſo 
they may tumble into precipices of Gold 
and Silver. 

2. What great paines you take for theſe 
Children, as if they did not more belong 
to God then you, you caſt day and night, 
where to place them when the providence 
of God (which is the great Harbinger of 
the world) hath already markt their lodg- 
ings. One is ſettled in a good Religious 
courſe, another inthe Grave, another per- 
haps ſhall have more then is neceſſary to 
make him a good man. Eve imagined that 
her Son Caiz (having all the world) would 
have become ſome great God, when ambi- 
tion made him a Devil incarnate. You ſhall 
rarely make your children great Saints, 
by getting them great Honours. You de- 
fire they ſhould poſſeſs all that which over- 
throws them ; and pretending to make a 
building with one hand, you deſtroy it 
with the other. By all your earneſt wiſhes, 
and all your laborious endeavours (for 
advancement of your- Children) you ef- 
feft nothing, but thereby give them in- 
ticements to pleaſure,and weapons for 101- 
quity. 

3. Whereupon ſhould we build our am- 
bitions, if not upon the blood of the Ho- 
Iy Lamb? At the foot- of -the- Croſs wy 


; 


: 
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behold a God, covered with blood,Crown- 
ed with - I hornes, and, reproaches, who 
| warns us to be humble; and at the ſame - 
time we eagerly purſue worldly glory and 
ambition :. We reſemble that unhappy 
daughter of Miltiades, who did profti- 
tute her ſelf under her fathers Trophees. 
By our unmeaſurable hunting after Ho- 
nours amongſt the ignominies of Jeſus 
Chriſt, we abandon our ſelves to diſho- 
nour, and make no other uſe of the Croſs, 
but only to be a witneſs of our infidelity. 


Aſpirations, 


A Void, be'gone you importunate cares 
of worldly goods,and honours ; you 
little tyrants which burn the blood with- 
in our veins, and fill the moſt innocent 
pleaſures of our life with bitter ſorrows, 
what haye I more to do with you'? My 
Children ſhall be what God will. They 
ſhall be but too rich when they have ver- 
tue for their portion, and but too high 
when they ſhall ſee a true contempt of the 
world under their feet. God forbid that 
I ſhould go about any worldly Throne upon 
the Holy Lambs Blood, or that I ſhould 
talk of honours, when there is mention 
made of the Holy Croſs. © Jeſus thou fa- 

ther 
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ther of all true Glory, thou ſhalt from 
+ henceforth be my only Crown. All great- 
"neſs where thou art not, ſhall to me be 
only baſeneſs, I will mount np to thee by 
the Rairs of humility, ſince by thoſe thou 
cameſt down to me. I will kiſs the paths 
of mount Calvary, which thou haſt ſprink- 
led with thy precious blood, and eſteem 
the Croſs, above all worldly things, ſince 
thon haſt conſecrated it by thy cruel pains; 
and brought us forth upon that dolorous 
bed to the day of Eternity. 


The Goſpel upon Thurſday the ſe- 


cond week in Lent, out of 
S. Luke 16. 


Of the rich Glutton and poor Lazarus. 


Here was a certain rich man, and he was 
clothed with purple andfilk,c be fared, 
every day magnifically, And there was 4 cer- 
tain beggar call'd Lazarus, that lay at his 
gate full of ſores, deſiring to be filled of the 
crumbs that fall from the rich mans table, but 
the dogs alſo came, and licked his ſores, And 
5t Came ro paſs that the beggar died, and was 
carried of the Angels into Abrahams boſom. 
And the rich man alſo died, and he was 
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buried in hell, and lifting up his eyes, whe'* 
he was in torments, he ſaw Abraham a fa 
off, and Lazarus in his boſom. And he 
crying ſaid, Father Abraham have mercy 
on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger into water, for to cool 
my tongue, becauſe I am tormented in this 
flame. And Abraham ſaid to him, ſon, re- 
member that thou didſt receive good things 
in thy life time, and Lazarns likewiſe evil : 
but now he is comforted, and thou tormented, 
And beſide all theſe things, between us and 
you, there is fixed a great Chaos : that they 
which will paſs from , coat to you, may not, 
neither go from thence bather. And he ſaid, 
then, father, 1 beſeech thee, that thou 
wouldſt ſend bijm to my fathers houſe, for I 
have five brethren, for to teſtifie unto them, 
leſt they alfo come into this place of torments,. 
And Abraham ſaid to him, they have Moſes 
and the Prophets : let them heay them. ©. But 
he ſaid, no, father Abraham, but if fome 
man ſhall go from the dead to them, they will © 
do pennance, And he ſaid to him, if they 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neather uf 
one ſhall riſe again from the dead, will they 


believe, 


: . FI GY 
———— 
-” 


Entertainments 


Moralzties., 


t. A Rich manand a poor meet in this 
. world, the one loaden with trea-: 


ſures, | the other with ulcers. They both 
meet-in the other world ; the one in a gulf 
of fire, the other in an Abyſs of delights : 
Their ends are as diflerent. as their lives 
were contrary : "Io teach us, that he 
which ſhall conſider rightly, the end of all 
worldly fins and yanities, will have in hor- 
rour the deſire of them. - And as there is 
nothing, for which godly poor men may 
not hope, ſo is there zothing which wicked 
rich men ſhould not fear. He that is proud 
of riches, is proud of- his burdens, and 
chains ; but if he unload them upon the 
poor, he will be eafed of his pain, and ſe- 
cured in his way. 

2, Thelife of man is a marvellous Come- 
dy; wherein the greateſt part of our acti- 


ons are plaid under a curtain, which the | 


divine providence draws over them to co- 
ver us. It concealed poor Lazarus, and 
kept him in obſcurity, like the fiſh which 
we never ſec till it be dead. But Jeſusdraws 
thecurtain,and makes himſelf the hiſtorian 
of this good poor man, ſhewing us the 
ſtate of his ſoul, of his body, of his _ ,-q 

cath. 
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death. He makes him appcar in Abra> 
hams boſome as within the Temple ot 
reſt -and happineſs, and makes him 
known 'to the rich man, as "to the Trea- 
ſurer of Hells Riches. Are not we uns 
worthy the name which we catry, when 
we deſpiſe the poor, and hate poverty as 
the greateſt miſery ? Since the Son of 
God having once conſecrated it 1pon 
the Throne of his Manger, made it ſerve 
for his Spouſe during life, and his bride= 

maid at the time of his death. | 
3. This rich glutton-dreamed, ard at: 
the end of his dreem found himſelf bu- 
ried in hell. All thoſe pomps of his life 
were ſcattered in an 1nitant as ſo many 
nocturnal illuſions, and his heart filled 
with eternal grief and torment. His firſt: 
miſery 1s a ſhdden, unexpetted and hi- 
deous rk from a huge fea of dilica- 
cies, into an unſufferable gulf of fire : 
where he doth acknowledge that one of 
the greateit vexations 1n miſery, 1s to 
have been happy. Another difaſter which 
afflicts him, 1s to ſee Lazarus in Abra- 
hams boſome, to teach us, that the dam- 
ned are tormented by Paradiſe, even t0 
the very loweſt part of Hell; and thar 
the molt grieyons of their torments IS, 
they can never forget their lots of G2d, 
- 30 
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So faith TheophilaFt, that Adam was placed 
over againſt the Terreſtial Paradiſe from 
whence he was þanilhed, that in his very 
puniſhment he might ſee the happineſs 
he had loſt by his foul fault. Now you 
muſt add to the reſt of his ſufferings the 
great Chaos which (like a diamond wall) 
is between hell and Paradiſe, together 
with the privation of all comfort ; thoſe 
loſſes without remedy; that wheel of e- 
ternity, where death laſteth for ever, and 
the end begins again without ceaſing, and 
the torments can never fail or diminiſh. 

4. Do good with thoſe goods which 
God hath given you, and ſufter them not 
to make you wicked ; but employ your 
riches by the hands of vertue : If gold be 
a child of the Sun, why do you hide him 
from his Father ? God choſe the boſom 
of rich Abraham, to be the Paradiſe of 
poor Lazarus, So may you make the 
needy feel happineſs by your bounty ; 
your riches ſhall raiſe you up, when they 
are trodden under your feet. The Pro- 
phet faith, you mult ſow in the field of 
Alms,. if you deſire to reap in the mouth 


of Mercy. 
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Aſpirations. 


God of Juſtice, I tremble at the ter= - 
ronr of thy judgments. Great for- 
tunes of the world (full of honour and 
riches) are fair trees, oft times the more 
ready for the ax : Their weight makes 
them apt to fall, and prove the more un- 
happy fuel for eternal flames. O Jeſus 
father of the poor, and King of the rich, 
I moſt humbly beſeech thee never give 
my heart in prey to covctouſneſs, which 
(by loading me with land) may make me 
forget heaven. I know that death muſt 
conſume me to the very bones, and I ſhall 
then poſleſs nothing but what I have 
given for thee. Muſt I then live 1n this 
world (like a Griithn) to hoard up much 
gold and ſilver, whereof 1 ſhall never 
have uſe, and ſtill be vexed with care 
how to preſerve it ? O moſt merciful 
Lord, ſuffer me not to be taught by hell 
fire, that which I may have negleCted to 

learn out of thy Goſpel. I moſt hearti- - 
ly renounce all luxury and pomp of the 
world, and this carnal life, which would 
always buſie it ſelf about my body. If 
thou be pleaſed to make me rich, I will be 
ſo for the poor ; and if thou make me 
E 2 poor 
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Epoor, I will make my ſelf rich in thee, 
Favho art the true riches .of thine elect. 


—— 


The Goſpel upon Fryday the ſecond 


week in Lent, 'S. Matth, 21. 


' Of the Maſter of a Vineyard whoſe Son 
was killed by his Farmers. 


f- Notber Parable hear ye : a man there 
was, an houſhulder, who planted & 
wineyard, and made a hedg round about it, 
and digged in it a preſs, and builded a Tow- 
&r, and let it owt to Husbandmen, and went 
forth into a ſtrange Coumtry. And when the 
time of fruit drew nigh, he ſent his ſervants 
to the Husbandmen. to riceve the fruits 
thereof. And the Husbandmen apprehena- 
ng his ſervants, one they beat, another the 

killed, and another they ftoned. Again, he 
ſent other ſervants more than the former 5 
and they did to them likewiſe, And laſt of 
all, he ſent to them his Son, ſaying, They will 
reverence my Son, But the Husbanamen 
ſeeing the Sor, ſaid within themſelves, This 
7s the heir, come let us kill him, and we ſhall 
have his snneritance, And apprehending 
him, they caſt him forth out of the vineyard, 
and killid him, Whin therefore the Lord. 


of 
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of the vineyard ſhall come, what wilt.he 4 
to 215 a Husbandmen ? They ſay to him, Th 
naughty men he will bring to ought : and 
his vineyard he wi'l let out to other FHus 
bandmen, that ſhall render him the fruts o 
their ſeaſons, 

Feſus ſaith to them, have you never read: 
in the Scriptures, The ſtone which rhe buil 
ders rejefted, the ſame is made into the head 
of the Corner ? byour Lord was this done, and. 
#t is marvellous in our eyes, Therefore I 
ſay to you, that the Kingdom of God ſhall be 
taken away from you, and ſhall be given to a 
Nation yielding the fruits thereof, And he 


gnd on whom it falleth, it ſhall. alſs bruiſe: 
him, And when the chief Prieſts and Pha 
riſes had heard his Parables, they knew that 
be ſpake of them. And ſeeking $0 lay hands' 
upon him, they feared the multitudes : be=- 
cauſe they held him as a Prophet, 


Morales, 


T E have reaſon to fear all that-is 

in us, yea even the pifts of 
God: all his favours are ſo many chains z; 
if they bind us not to do our duty, . they: 
will bind us to the puniſhment-due. for: 
that neglect. Our ſoul is given us by Goc 
E 3 
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as a thing borrowed from heaven, we 
"muſt not be too prodigal of it. We muſt 
dig up ill roots as we do in land cultiva- 
ted : thetime will come that we muſt ren- 
der up the fruits; and ſhall we then pre- 
ſent thorns ? examine every day how 
you profit, and what you do: draw e- 

>very day a line, but draw it toward eter- 
- nity. What can you hid from God who 
knows all ? what can you repay to God 
who gives all ? and how can you requite 
Jeſus who hath given himſelf ? 

2, How many meſſengers doth God 
ſend to our hearts without Intcrmitlion, 
and how many inſpirations which we re- 
ject ? So many Sermons which we do 
not obſerve, and ſo many Examples 
"which we neglet. Jeſus comes in per- 
fon by the Sacrament of the Altar, and 
we drive him from us, to crucify him, 
when we place the Devil and Mortal ſin 
in his room. What other thing can we 
expect, for reward of all theſe violences, 
but a moſt fearful deſtruction, if you do 
niot prevent the ſword of Juſtice, by 

alking in the paths of mercy? Our 
- vanities, which at firſt are like ſmall 
threds, by the contempt of Gods grace, 
come to be great cables of ſin. He that 
defers his-Repentance, is in danger to 
loſe 


My 
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loſe it, and will be kept out of the Ark 
with the croaking Raven, ſince he hath «, 
neglected the mourning of the forrow- 
ful Dove. 

3. It 1s8a moſt horrible thing to ſee 
a Soul left to it ſelf, after it hath ſo ma- 
ny times forſaken the inſpirations of 
God. It becomes a deſolate Vineyard, 
without inclofure. The wild Boar enters 
into 1t, and all unclean and ravenous 
creatures do there ſport and leap with- 
out contronl. God hangs clouds over 
it, but will let no drop of water fall up- 
on it. The Snn never looks upon it 
with a loving eye : all there, is barren, 
venemous, and near to Hell. Therefore 
above all things we muſt fear to be for- 
faken of God. Mercy provoked, chan- 
ges it ſelf into ſevere Jultice. All crea- * 
tures will ſerve (as Gods inſtruments) ' 
to puniſh a fugitive Soul, which flies 
from him by her ingratitnde, when he 
draws her to him by the ſwcetneſs of 
his benefits. 


Aſpirations, 


Las, © great father of the worlds 
Family, 1 am confounded to ſee 

thy Vineyard fo ill ordered, .made fo 
E 4 Darren. 


Entertainments - 


barren and ſpoyled. My Paſhons Co- 
- mineer like wild beaſts, and devour the 
Freits due to thy bounty, I am hear- 
t:ly ſorry I have fo little eſteemed thy 
graces, and to have preferred all that 
(which makes me contemptible) before 
thee. I do this day renonnce all the. a- 
buſes of my Soul. 1 will grow and proſper 
under thy bleſſings: 1 will flourih under 
thy Aſpect; and fruftlify under thy Pro- 
tection. Command only thy graces, and 
{wect dews of Heaven (which are as 
paps of thy favours) to rain upon me, 
and water this rotten trunk of my heart. 
Sneak to that eye of love; that beauti- 
tul eye of Jeſus, that it will ſhine but 
once with that ray, which doth make 
Souls happy for ever. 


The Goſpel upon Saturday the- Se- 
cond week in Lent, 
St Luke 15. 


Of the Prodigal Child. 


' N Nd he ſaid, A certain mas had. two 
{'A. ſons ;, and the younger of them ſaid to 
lays father, Father, give mg the portion. of 


ſubſtance 


> ri 
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ſabRance that belongeth to me : And he di-" 
vided unto them the ſubſtance, And not 
many dayes after, the younger ſon gather-- 
ing all bis things together, went from home in- 
to a far Country, and there he waſted his 
ſubſtance, living riotouſly, And after he 
had ſpent all, there fell a ſore famine in that * 
Countrey, and he began to bein need: and 
he went and cleaved to one of the Cuizens - 
of that Countrey, and he ſent him no his 
Farm to feed ſwine, And he would fain 
have filled his belly of the husks that the 

ſwine did" eat, and no body gave unto him. 

And returning to himſelf, be ſaid, How 
many of my fathers hirelings have abkn- - 
dance of bread, and Phere periſhfor famine ? 

I will ariſe, and will 'go to any father, and | 
ſay to him, Father, [ have ſinned againſt. © 
heaven, and before thee, -1 am not now wor-. | 
thy to be called thy ſon, make me as one-of '* 
thy hirelings, And riſmg up, he came to © 
his father :, and when he was yet far «ff, his 

father ſaw him, and was moved with mer- - | 
cy, and running to him, fell upon his neck, 
and kiſſed him, And his ſon Fea to him, | 
Father, 1 have ſinned againſt, heaven, aun 
before thee, Tam not now worthy tos be cat- 

led thy ſon. And the father ſaid to his 

ſervants, Quickly bring forth the firſt ſtole, . 


and. do it on him, and put a ring upon his + 
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hand, and ſhoos upen his feet, and bring the 
fatied calf,and kill it, and let us eat and make 
merry, becauſe this my ſon Was dead and 15 
revived, was loſt, and is found, And they 
began to make merry, But bis elder ſon 
was in the field, and when he came and 
drew r1igh to the houſe, he heard muſick and 
dancing, and he called one of the ſervants, 
and atked what theſe things ſhould be ;, and 
he ſaid to him, 1 hy brother is come, and 
thy father bath killed the fatted calf, be- 
eaufe be bath receryved him ſafe, But he 
bad indignation, and would not go in, His 
Father therefore going forth, began to deſire 
him. But he anſwering, ſaid to his Father, 
Behold, ſo many years do I ſerve thee, and 
Z never tranſgrefſed thy commandment, and 
thou didft never give me a Kid to make mer- 
ry with my Friends, But after that thy 
fon, this, that hath devoured his ſubſtance 
with whores, is come, theu haſt killed for 
him the faited calf. But he ſaid t6 him, 
Son, thou art always with me, and all my 
things are thine, bat it behoved us to 
make merry and be glad, becauſe this thy 
brother was acad, aid is revivea;, was leſt, 


and i found, 
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= Oe" parable is a true Table expref- 
ling the. excurſions of a prodigal ? 
Soul, and her return to the mercy of 
God, by the way of Repentance. Note, 
that the. firlt ſtep which the trod toward . 
her own deſtruction (as Cain did) was 
her departing from God, not by chang- 
1ng-of place, but of heart. It departed 
from the chiefeſt light, which made 1t- ' 
fall into aneclipſe of reaſon, and ſo into 
profound darkneſs. She diverted her 
jelf from the greateſt bonnty, which 
made her encline toward all wickednels,. 
(being ſtrayed from her Soveraign being) * 
which made. her become jult nothing. 

2. She continued 1n fin, as in 4 Coun- 
trey which was juſt nothing, where ſhe 
was vexed on all fides with- dilquiet, 
with cares, with fears and diſcontents. 
All fins toſs their followers, as the ball 
1s tolled at Baloon. Vanity ſends them 
to pride : pride to violence: violence 
to avarice : Avarice to ambition = am-- ? 
bition to pomp and riot : Homp'to glut- 
rony ; gluttony to Juxury : luxury to I- 
dicneſs; ldleneſs to contempt and pover- 
ty; and that peverty brings them to alk 
worldly 
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worldly miſery. For all miſchiefs follow 
a wicked Squl, which departing from 
God, thinks to find a better condition. 

3: Afﬀition opens the eyes of man, 
and makes him come to himſelf, that he 
may the better return to God. "There 
is no journey ſo far, as when a. man de- 
parts from himſelf, not by place, but by 
manners : A ſea of. Licentiouſneſs inter- 
poſeth it ſelf between his Soul and Inno- 
cence, to divorce her from the way of 
goodneſs : But Gods grace -is-a burning 
wind,- which dries it ups and having 
brought man to- himſelf, takes him by 
the hand and leads him even to God. 

4. O what a happy thing it 15 to con- 
fider the cfteCts of. Gods mercy in the en- 
tertainment of the good Father to his 
prodigal Son: The one had loſt all 
which he had of a good San ; but the o- 
ther had not loſt what. belonged to a 
2ocd Father. The Son had yet ſaid no- 
thing, when fatherly affeCtion pleaded 
for him in the heart of his father ; who 
felt the dolours of a ſpiritual labour ; 
. and his entrails were moved to give a ſe- 
..cond birth to. his Son. "Though he were 
old, yet he went the. pace, of a young 
man : Charity gives him wings to fly to 
the emlt racements of his loſt child, He 

13. 
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is moſt joyful of all that comes with him, 
even of his very poverty. This. without 3 
doubt ſhould give us a marvellous conf 
dence in Gods merey, when we ſeek. it 
with hearty repentance. It is a Sea of - 
bounty which waſheth away all that is 
amiſs. Since he hath changed the name- 
of Maſter into that: of. Father, he wall 
rather command by love, than raign by }. 
a predominant power. No man ought 
to deſpair-of pardon, except he, who can 
be as fully wicked as God is good ; none 
is ſo merciful as God, none 1s fo good-a 
Father as he: For when. yow may have 
loſt your part of all his vertues,. you can 
never (while you live) loſe the poſlibility 
of his mercy, He will receive you be-- 
tween his arms without any other reaſon, 
but your return by repentance; 

5- The ſame Parable is alſo a: true + 
Glaſs, ſhewing the life of thoſe-young 
Unthirfts, who think they are born on- - 
ly for ſport, for their belles, and for 
pleaſure. They imagine their Fathers 
keep for them the golden Mines of Perz; *! 
and their life being without government, *© ! 
their expences are without meaſure. 
Some of them run through the: world; 
they wander into all places, but never * 
enter into conſideration, of. themſelves. - : 
They. 
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They return from Forreign parts, loden 
with debts, and bring home nothing 
but ſome new fantaſtical faſhions, crin- 
ges, and corantoes. There are many of 
them in whom pride and miſery con- 
tinue inſeparable, after they have loſt 
their money and their brains. Their Fa- 
thers are cauſes of their faults, by ga- 
thering ſo much wealth for thoſe, who 
know not how to uſe it. Yet if they 
have the true Repentance of the Pro- 
drgal child, he muſt not deny them par- 
don : But mercy muſt not be had of 
thoſe who ask it by ſtrong hand, or ſeek 
it by a counterfeit ſorrow. 


Ajſpirations, 


T is an accurſed wandring, to travel' | 


into the Countrey of nothing. Where 
pleaſure drops down as. water from a 
form ; the miſerable conſequences 
whereof, have leaden feet, which never 
remove from: the heart. Good God | 
What a Countrey 1s that, where the earth 
s made of Quickſilver, which ſteals it 
felf from under our fect when we think 
to tread upon it. What a Countrey is 
that, where, if a man gathered one bud 
of Roſcs, he mult be forced to cat a, _ 
and. 
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{and Thorns, and be companion with 
the moſt naſty hlthy beaſts, in their ſtink- 
ing ordures, at-d be-glad to eat of their 
loathſome draft for want of other meat. 
Alas, I have ſuffered, and ſuch a miſery as 
this, is necellary to make me remember 
the happineſs which I poſleſſed in thy 
houſe'; O merciful Father,behold my pro- 
digal Soul which returns. to thee, and will 
haveno other Advocate but thy goodneſs; 
which as yet pleads for me within thy 
heart,, I have conſumed all whichI had, 
but I could not conſume thy mercy. For 
that is an Abyſle which ſurpaſleth that of 
my ſins, and miſeries. Receive me as a 
mercenary ſervant, if I may not obtain 


'the name of a ſon. Why ſhouldſt not 


thou receive that which 1s thine, fince- 
the wicked ſpirits have taken: that which. 
was not theirs * Either ſhew me mercy, 
or elſe ſhew me a heart - more fatherly 
than thine; and if neither Earth nor Hea=- 
ven can find the like, to whom wouldſtthou 
have me go, but to thy ſelf, who doſt not: 

yet. ceaſe to call. me.? | 
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The Goſpel upon” the third Sunday 


in Lent, St. Luke 11, 


Teſus caſt out the Devil which was dumb. 


A Nd he was cafting out a Devil,” and 
that. was dumb.- And when he had | 


caſt . out the Devil, the dumb ſpakg, and 
the multitudes marvelled, And certain 
of them ſaid, In Belzebub the Prince of 
Devils he caſteth out Devils, And others 
tempting, asketh him a ſign from Heaven, 
But he ſeeing their copitations, faid to them: 
Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall 
be. made deſolate, and. houſe upon houſe ſhall 
fall. . And if Satan alſo be divided. againſt 
himſelf, bow ſhall bis Kingdom ftand ? be- 
canſe you ſay, that in Belzebub-1 do caſt out 
Devils, And if I in Belzebab caſt out De- 
wnls.; your children, in whom do they caſt 
our? Therefore they . ſhall be your judges. 
But if 1 inthe finger of God do caſt out Dee 
wils, ſurely the King dos of God .15 come up- 
onyou, When the ſtrong armed keepeth his 
Court, thoſe things are in peace that he 
poſſeſſeth , but if a ſtronger than he come 
«pon him, and overcome him, he will take 
away his whole armour, wherein he. mos 
Anda. 


- 


| 


| 
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and will deſtribute his ſpoyls. He that 1s 


mot with. me, is againſt me: And he that 

athereth not with me, ſcattereth, When 
the unclean ſpirit ſhall. depart out of a man, 
he wanareth through places without water, 
ſeeking reſt ; and not finding, he ſaith, I will 
return into my houſe whence I departed. 
And when he is come, he fe it ſwept 
with a beſome, and tirmmed, Then be go- 
eth and taketh ſeven other ſpirits worſe 
than himſelf, and entring in, they dwell 
there, And the laſt of that man be made 
worſe than the firſt. 

And it came ta paſs,, when he ſaid theſe 
things, & certain woman lifting up ber 
poyce out of the multitude, ſaid to him, Bleſ- 
ſed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps 
that thou didſt ſuck. But he ſaid, Tea 14+ 
ther, bleſſed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it, 


Atoralities; 


1." J* He Almond. tree. is the firſt which 

begins to flouriſh, and is often firſt 
nipt with froſt. The tongue is the: firſt 
thing which moves in a mans body, and 
is ſooneſt caught with the ſnares of Sa- 


tan. That man deſerves to be ſpeechleſs - 


all his life, who never ſpeaks a word 
better than ſilence, 2, Jeſus. 
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2, Jeſus, the eternal word of God, 
came upon Earth to reform the words 
of man : His life was a lightning, and 
his word a thunder, which was power- 
ful in effe&t, but always meaſured with- 
in his bounds. He did fight againſt ull 
tongues 1n his life, and conquered them 
all in his death. The gall and vinegar | 
which he took toexpiate the ſins of this un- 
happy tongue, do ſhew how great the evil ; 
was, ſince it did need ſo ſharp a remedy. | 
He hath cured by ſuffering his dolours, ' 
what it deſerved by our committing 
ſins. Other vices are determined by 
one act, the tongue goes to all: It 1s a 
ſervant. to all malicions aCtions, and 1s 
generally confederate with the heart i | 
all crimes. | 

3. We have juſt ſo much Religion as 
we have government of our tongues : A 
little thing ſerves to tame wild beaſts, 
and a fmal Stern will ſerve to govern 2 
Ship, Why then cannot a man rule ſo 
{mall a part of his body ? Is it not ſyffici- 
ent to avoid lying, perjuries, quarrels, 1n- 
juries, ſlanders & blaſphemnes, ſuch as the 
Scribes and Pharitees did vomit out 11 
this Goſpel againſt the purity of the Son 
of God. We mult alfo repreſs idle talk, 
and other frivolous and unprofitable dil- 
courſes. 
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courſes. There are ſome perſons who 
have their hearts ſo looſe, that they can- 
not keep them within their breaſts, but 
they will quickly ſwim upon their lips, 
without thinking what they ſay, and ſo 
make a ſhift to wound” their Souls. 

4. Imitate a holy Father called S:ſuz, 


| who prayed God thirty years together, 


every, day to deliver him from his 
tongue, as from a capital enemy : You 
ſhall never be very chaſt of your body, 


| except you do very well bridle your 


tongue. For looſeneſs of the fleſh pro- 
ceeds ſometimes from liberty of the 
tongue : Remember your ſelf that your 
heart ſhould go hike a Clock, with all the 
juſt and equal motions of his ſprings ; 
and that your tongue is the finger, which 
ſhews how all the hours of the day paſs. 
When the heart goes of one ſide, and the 
tongue of another, it is a ſure deſolation 
of your ſpirits Kingdome. If Jeſus ſet 
it once at peace and quiet, you muſt be 
very careful to keepit ſo; and be very 
fearful of relapſes. For the multiply- 
ing of long continued ſins, brings at laſt 
Hell it {elf upon a mans ſhoulders, 


Af 
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Aſpirations, 


Word incarnate, to whom all ju 
tongues ſpeak, and after whom a 
hearts do thirſt and languiſh, chaſe fron 


'us all prating Devils, and alſo thoſgg 
. Which are dumb : The iir{t provoke and 


looſe the tongue to ſpear. wickedly,, an 
the other bind it when it ſhould con{ 
feſs the Truth. O peace-making Soloy 
mon, appcaſe the diviſions of my hea 
and unite all my powers to the love 
thy ſervice. Deſtroy in me all the mar 
of Satans Empire, and plant there th 
Trophees and Standards, that my ſp 
rit tie never like thoſe Devils which ſe 
for reſt, bat. ſhall never: find- it. Maky/, 
me preſerve inviolable the honſe of my, 
conſcience, which thou haſt cleanſed b 


ces: That I may have perſeverance tr; 
the end without relapſes, and fo obtai 
happineſs without more need of Repen 
tance. 
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jaFThe Goſpel upon Monday the third 


1 2 week in Lent, St. Luke 4. 

rom 

nolFſeſus is required todo Miracles in his own 
anQ Country. 

an 

fe , A Nd he ſaid to them, Certes, you will 


ſay to me this ſimilitude, Phyſitian 
ure thy ſelf : As great things as we have 
eard done 1n Capernaum, do alſo here 41 
arhy Countrey, And he ſaid, Amen, 1 ſay 
thi; you, that no Prophet is accepted un his 
Plow Countrey. In truth 1 ſay to you, there 
ſeelſwere many widows in the days of Elias int 
lak Iſrael, when the Heaven was ſkut three 
IlFyears and fix moneths, when there was a : 
d Dflpreat famme made in the whole Earih; and 
graJto none of them was Elias ſent, but 4nto Sa- ' 
E Wrepta of Sidon, to 4 widow woman, And 
Xtaliebere were many Leapers in Iſrael under E- 
PeMMlizeus the Prophet, and none of them made 
clean but Naaman the Syrian. And all in 
the Syr.agogue were filled with anger, hear 
ing theſe things, And they roſe and caſt 
him out of the City : And they brought him. 
to the edge if the hill whereupon theur City 
ws built, that they might throw bim down 
head- 
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headlong. But he paſſing through the midſt 
of them, went his way, 


Atoralities, 


1. THe malignity of mans nature un- 
dervalueth all that which it hath 

in hand, and little eſteems many neceſ- 
ſary things becauſe they are common. 
The Sun 1s not counted rare, becauſe it 
ſhines every day, and the Elements-are 
held contemptible, fince they are 
common to the poor as well as the rich. 
| rim was deſpiſed in his 'own Countrey, 
cauſe he was there known to all the 
world, and the diſdain of that ungrate- 
ful Nation cloſed the hands of his great 
Bounty. Is it not a great unhappineſs 
to- be weary and tyred with often com- 
municating ? to be wicked becauſe God 
is good, . and to ſhut up our ſelves cloſe, 
when he would impart himſelf to us : 
Men make little account of great bene- 
fits, and ſpiritual helps, for that they 
have ' them preſent. They mult- loſe 


thoſe favours to know them well, - and” 


ſeek outrageonſly without effe&t, what 
they have kickt away with contempt, be- 
cauſe it was eaſily poſleſt. 


2- The Choices and Elections of God | 
. are 
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are mot to be comprehended within our 


thoughts, but they ſhould be adored by 
our hearts. He-is Maſter of his own fa- 
yours, and doth what he will in the 
Kingdomes of Nature, Grace, and Glo- 
ry. He makes Veſlels of Potters-earth, 
of Gold and Silver. He makes Holy- 
dayes, and Working-dayes (faith the 
Wiſe man) his liberties are as free to 
him, as his thoughts. We mult not ex- 
amine the reaſon why he doth elevate 
| ſome, and abaſe others. Our eye muſt 
not be wicked, becauſe his heart is good. 
Let us content our ſelves that he loygs 
> | the humble, and to know, that the Ic 
[ elt place of all, is moſt ſecure. No man 
' 1s made Reprobate without Juſtice, no 
man 1s ſaved without Mercy. God cre- 
ates men to repair in many, that which 
he hath made ; and alſo to puniſh in the 
perſons of many, that which he hath not. 
made. | 
3. Jeſus doth not cure his brethren, 
and yet cures ſtrangers; to ſhew that his 
? | powers are not tyed to any Nation, but 
4 | his own will. So likewiſe the graces 
© | of God are not to be meaſured according 
to the nature of him who receives them, 
but by the pure bounty of him who gives 
them. The humility of ſome doth call 
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him, when the preſumption of others 
doth eltrange him. The werk grounds 
of a dying Law, did no good to the Fews, 
who diſdained the grace of Jeſus Chrilt :_ 
And that diſdain deprived them of their 
Adoption ; of the glory of the New 
Teſtament ; of all the promiſes, and 
of all Magiſtracy. They loſt all becauſe 
they would keep their own wills. Let 
us learn by the grace of God to defire 
earneltly that good which we vwouid ob- 
tain effectually. Perſons diſtaited and 
ſarfeited, cannot advance much in a ſpiri- 
tual life. And he that ſeeks after perteCti- 
on coldly, ſhall never find it. 


Aſpirations, 


Hy beauties (moſt ſweet Jeſus) are 

without ſtain, thy goodneſs without 
reproach, and thy conver'ation without 
importunity. God forbid I ſhould be 
of the number of thoſe Souls which are 
diſt iſted with Ianza, and languiſh after 
the Onions of Egypt. The morel taſte 
the, the more I incline to do thee ho- 
nour. Familiarity with an inhnite 
thing, begets no contempt, but only 
from thoſe whom thou doſt deſpiſe for 


their own faults. O what high ſe- 
Crerts 
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crets are thy favours. O what Abyſles 
are thy graces. We may wiſh and run: 
But except thou cooperate, nothing is 
done. If thou ceaſe to work, all is un- 
done. 4 put all my happineſs into thy 
hands : It is thou alone which knoweſt 
how to chooſe what we moſt need, by thy 


Sovereign Wiſdome, and thou givelt it 


by thy extream bounty. 


I \ _—_— — 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday, the 
Third week in Let, St. Mar. 18. 


If thy Brother offend thee tell him 
of it alone. 


BY”: if thy brother ſhall offend againft thee, 
90 and rebuke him between thee and 
him alone; and if be ſhall hear thee, thou 
ſhalt gain thy Brother : And if he will not 
hear thee, joyn with thee befades, one or two, 
that in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes - 
every word may ſtand. And if he wall not 
bear them, tell the Church: And if be will 
not hear the Church, let him be to thee as 
the Heathew and the Publican, Amen. 
T [ay to you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind upy 
Earth, [bal be bound alſo in Heaven : and 

F what - 
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"whatſoever ye ſhall looſe upon Earth, ſhalt |. 
te looſed in Heaven, Again I ſay to you, | : 
that if tmo of you ſhall conſent upon Earth, | 1 
concerning every thing whatſoever they as, | © 
it ſhall be' done ro them of my Father which | t 
is ia Heaven : For where there be tno 1 
or three gathered in my Name, there am I | Þ 
"11 the maſt of them, Ni 

Then came Peter unto him, and ſaid, Lord, | fic 
how often ſhall my brother offend againſt me, | th 
and I forgive him? until ſeven times, ['vi 
Feſus ſaid to him, I [ay not ro thee until | he 
ſeven times, but witil ſeventy times (ſeven | ha 
tames. Pal 


Mzaralities, be 


0, f torn Heavens -are happy that they a! 
KL £0 alwayes in one meaſure, and mec 

in ſo great a revolution of Ages, do not] Jeſt 
make one falſe ſtep : But man is natural-PRod 
ly ſabjet to. fail. He is full of imper-fding 
feticns, and if he have any vertues, heſMinz 
carries them like duſt againſt the wind, orſot rt 
Snow againſt the Sun. This 1s the reaſÞer{ 
ſon which teaches him that he needs good] 3. 
advice. ceive 
2. It is ſomwhat hard to give right}we a 
'CorreCtion, ' but much harder to receivefhous 
it profitably. -Some are ſo very fair poftree - 
'- wo 
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ken, \ that they praiſe all which they ſee, 
and becauſe they will find nothing amiſs, 
they are ordinarily good- to no body. 
They ſhew to-tholſe whom they latter, 
their Vertues in great, and their faults in 
| Intle; they will fay- to thoſe: who are 
' I planged in great diforders, they have 
no'other fault, but that they are not ſuf- 
, | fictently careful of their own health. O- 
, | thers do correct with ſuch ſharpneſs and 
. | violence, that they wound their own 
] | hearts to cure other mens, and ſeem to 
z | have a greater mind to pleaſe their own 

pathons, than to amend thoke whom 

they would inſtrut. Correction ſhould 
be accompanied with ſweetneſs, but it 
muſt carry withal a little Vigor, to 
yi make. a right temper, and to keep a 
dfmeen between -Softneſs and Auſterity. 
oth Jeſus in the” Prophet 1/ay is called both a 
1-4Rod and a Flower: To ſhew us (accor- 
r-{ding to Origen) that he carries ſeverity 
hefmingled with ſweetneſs; to uſe either 
orſof them according to the diverſity of 
3 perſons. 
odl . 3- 1t 1s not a.yery eaſy thing to re- 
ceive brotherly Correction patiently, 
hiwe arc ſo far in love with being well 
;vethought of. And after we have loſt the 
zoFiree 'of Life, (which 1s vertue- it ſelf ) we 
ent © * F2 would 
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would keep the bark of it, which is onlyſþy 
Reputation. All ſhadows , proceed from; 
thoſe bodies upon which ſomewhat ſhines; 
honour is the child of; a known vertue;Þgg 
And many, when they cannot get ongnit 
lawful, are willing to have a BaftardJhe;j 
This is the cauſe why ſo many reſemblt» 
thoſe Serpents which requite them .witlſ|cer 
poyſon, who ſing to them pleaſant ſongs[ry 
Whatſcever is ſpoken to inſtruct themfof 
makes them paſſionatez and dart out angrjjuy 
ſpeeches againſt thoſe who ſpeak to then 
mild and gentle words of truth, and ten 
ding to their Salvation. Reſt aſlured, yo! 
can never get perfection, except yo 
.count it a glory to learn, and diſcove 
your own imperfections. im 
4. There is nothing of - more . forqme 
than the-prayers of juſt, Men: . Which arfl m 
animated by the ſame ſpirit, and cemenſwhe 
ted together with perfect concord. Theffelf 
are. moſt powerful both in Heaven anſnan 
Earth. When they defire what Goſo b 
will, they are alwayes heard; if not aQon 
cording to the wiſhes of their own Na. t 
ture, . yet- according to the great profiffhe 
of his grace. He is alwayes happy whpro! 
hath that- which he would; becauſe ſhe 
knows how to wiſh what is fitting, anFy b 
finds means to obtain- what. he Flirg $, 
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IyÞby-reafon of his abſtinence, from covet-: 
Ming that which cannot be had. 
Sil F. We muſt not ofer to limit cur- 
eeoodneſs, but as it comes from an infi- 
Mnite God, we ſhould make it as near 
"abeing infinite as we can. He gives the lie - 
"to virtues, who will reduce them to a 
ticertain nnmber. We mult never be wea- 
eSfry of well doing, but imitate the nature 
miof celeſtial things, which never make a- - 
rz end but to begin again. 
ell 


Cl 

0 

/C A God what ſpots are in my Soul, and © 
Ve how little do I look into my own--. 
IimperfeCtions? Wilt thou never ſhew 
rame to my ſelf (for ſome good time) that 
arfl may cure my ſelf, by horrour of ſeeing 
enwhat I am, fince I do'ſo often wound my» 
hegelf, by being too indulgent to my own *' 
anfaughty Aﬀections. It 1s a great offence 
3080 break the glaſs which repreſenteth me - 
ago my ſelf, by brotherly Correftion, and 
N40. think I ſhall commit no more fins, 
dffvhen no body will take liberty to re- 
whprove me. I will humble 'my ſelf to 
Ihe very duſt, and mount vp to thy glo- 
anFy by contempt of my own baſeneſs A- 
regas, muſt my Soul be always ſo far in 
b F 3 loye 


Aſpirations. 
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love with 1t ſelf, that it cannot ſuffer the' 


remonſtrance of a friend ? How will it 
then endure the tooth of an Enemy ? 
What can ſhe Jove, being ſo partial to 
her ſelf, if ſhe do not love moſt ugly 
darkneſs: O, my redonbted Maſter, | 
tear thine eyes which ſee thoſe obſcuri- 
ties, which the fooliſh world takes to 
be brightneſs. If I cannot” be always in- 
nocent, . make me at leaft acknowledg my 
felf faulty, that I may know my ſelf as 


Iam; to the end thou mayeſt know me | 


for an Object capable of thy mercy. 


A 


I... A 


— wu — 


The Gofpel upon Wedneſday the| 


third week in Lert, Saint 
Matthew, 1 5. 


The Phariſees asked Jeſus, Why do thy 
Diſciples contradict Ancient Traditions. 


Hen came to him from Jeruſalem 
 Seribes and Phariſes, ſaymg, Why 
do thy Diſciples tranſoreſs the Tradition of 
the Anciezts? For they waſh not their 
hands when they eat Bread, But he An- 
fivering, ſaid to them, Why do you alſo 
tranſoreſs tre Commandement of God, for 
your Tradition? For God ſaia, Honour Fa 
[07 
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| ther and Mother : And. be that ſhall Curſe 


Father or Mother, dying, let him Die, But 
you ſay, Whoſoever ſhall ſay to Father or Mo- 
ther, The gift whatſoever proceeaeth from 
me, ſhall profit th:e, and ſhall not honour his © 
Father or his Mother : And yeu have made; 
fruſtrate the Commandment of God for your. 
own Tradition, Hypocrites, well hath Eſay 
Propheſied of yan, ſaying, this People honou- - 
reth me with their Lips, but they Heart is: 
far from me. And in vain do they worſhip 
me, tcachins Dottrines and C ommandments * 
of mem, 
' And: having called together trze mutti- 
tudes unto. him, he ſaid ta them, Hear ye 
and underſtand, Not that which entrcth ine + 
tothe. mouth,. defileth a man, but that which 
proceedeth out of the Month, that” defileth * 
a.man, Then came his Diſciples, and ſaid - 
ta him, Doſt thou know, that the Phariſces. 
when they heard this word mere  [candatls- 
zed? But he- anſwerins, ſaid, All plan- 
ting, which my Heavenly Father hath mot 
planted, ſhall be rooted up, Let them a- © 
lone, blind they are, ouiaes of tne Blind : 
and if the blind be gmae to the blind, both 
fall into the ditch, And Peter anſwering, - 
ſaid to him, Expound us this Parable, But ) 
he ſaid, Are you alſo as yet without under- 
Standing ? Do you not underſtand, that all 
| Fa that 
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that all that enter into the month, oceth 
into the belly, and is caſt forth into the Pri- 
vy ? But the things, that proceed out of the 
mouth, come forth from the heart, and thoſe 
things defile a man, For from the heart 
comes forth evil cooitations, murthers, ads 
vonteries, fornications, thefts, falſe teſti- 
monies, blaſphemies : Theſe are the things 
that defile : tut to eat with unwaſben hands 
deth not defile a man. 


Atora'tties, 


x; = ſpirit of man is wretched, and 
makes is ſelf buſineſs by eng 
dAſquieted with petty little things: An 
tormenting it himſelf with formalities, 
whileſt it lives in a deep neglect of all 
that which is moſt eſſential to her Salvati- 
on. The Phariſees did place their per- 
feftions in waſhing themſelves every 
hour of the day ; beeria writs of the 
Law upon their foreheads, and thorns 
upon their heels; but made no ſcruple 
to take away the honour due to Fathers 
& Mothers from their Children: to make 
fpoyl of the world by a ravenous avarice 
(which took upon it the appearance 
of piety) and to give up innocent blood 
under the ſhew of juſtice. The world doth 
now 
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now furniſh it ſelf with ſuch” like deyo- 
tions. Some make it a fin to look upon 
a fair flower with delight: To eat with 
a good appetite : To drink cool Wine 
ig hot weather : To burn a paper, upon 
which the name of Jeſus is written: To 
| tread upon two ſtraws that lie a croſs. But 
to ſet Mony to uſury, to remember 1nju- 
ries for ever, to keep a poor work-mans 
wages, to oppreſs the weak, to accuſe 
the Innocent, to ſpoyl miſerable per- 
ſons :- Theſe are the little ſins which paſs 
for vertues in this World. Allure your 
ſelf that ſuch proceedings are abomina- 
ble before God; and there can be no 
better devotion in the World, then to 
have a true and right feeling of God. 
And to live in honeity, not ſophiſticated, 
but ſuch- as is produced out of the pure 
lights of nature. The conſcience of Hy= 


pocrites Is a Spiders Web, whereof no ' ” 


garment can ever be made. Hypocriſy 
is a very ſubtile fault, and a fecret poy- 
fon, which kills other vertues with their - 
own Swords. 

2, Jeſus ts our great Matter, who hatr: 
_ abridged fix hundred and thirteen -Pre- 
cepts. of the old Teſtament within the 
Law. of love. Do but love ({aith Sam 
Aruguſtizve) and do what you will: Bax 
EY Te!) 
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then your love muſt go to the right foun- 
tain, which: is the heart of God. It 15 
in him you mnlt cheriſh and honour your 
neareſt Friends; and for him alſo you 
are bound to love even your greateſt Ene- 
mies. 
heart ſtark naked, that he may pierce It 
with his Arrows; for the Wounds of 
fuch an Archer are much more precions 
than Rubies. You ſhall gain all by love- 
wg him; and death it ſelf, which comes 
from this love, is the gate of Life. If yon 
love him truly, yon will have the three 
conditions of Love; which are, to ſerve 
him, to imitate him, and to ſuffer for 
bim. You muſt ſerve him with all fide- 
lity 1n your Prayers, and all your actions : 
You muſt imitate him (what poſſibly you 
can) in all the paſlages of his life; An 
yon mult hold it for a glory to partic1- 
pate (with a valiant patience) all the fruits 
of his Cros. 


Aſpirations. 


'd Great God, who judgeſt all hearts, 


and doſt penetrate the moſt ſecret 
re:irements of our Conſciences, drive 8- 
way from me all counterfeit Phariſaical 
devotions, which are nothing but _—_— 
and 


Be not afraid to ſhew him your | 
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and cannot ſubſiſt but by falſe apparen- 
cies. O my. God, my: Jeſus, make me 
keep the Law of thy love, and nothing 

elite. It is a yoke which brings with it 
more honour than burden; It 1s a yoke, 
which hath Wings, but no heavinels : 
Make me ſerve thee (O my Maſter) fince 
thou ochold"ſt the ſervices of all the An- 
zels under thy feet : Make m2 imitate 
thee (O my Redeemer) ſince thou art the 
original of all perfeftions : Make me ſuf- 
fer for thee (O King of the afflicted) and 
that I may not know what it 1s to futter, 
by knowing what 1t 18.40 . love. 


F ah 


The Goſpel on Thurſday the Third 
week in Lent, St. Luke 4 
Jeſus cured the Feaver of Stn Mother- - 
1n-Law. 

Na Teſus riſing up out of the Syna- 

route, entred into Simons houſe, and 
Simons wives Mother was holden with 4a 
oreat Feaver, and they beſou: ht him ' for her, 
And ſtanding over her, he commanded the 
Feavcr, and it left her : And. incontinent 
riſing, "ſhe miniſtreaumto them. And when the © 
Sun was town, ali that had diſeaſed of ſunt 
ary malzates, breuzht them to him: But 
be 4mpoſins hands upon every one, - cured 
them - - 
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them, And Dewls went out from many, 
crying and Jayog, that thou art the Son of 
God, And rebukeing them, he ſuffered 
them not to ſpeak that they knew be was 
Chriſt, Aud when it was day, going forth 
he went into a Deſart pace, and the multi- 
tudes ſourht him, and came even unto him: 
and they held him, that he ſhould not depart 
from them, To mhom he ſaid, That to other 
Cities alſo muſt 1 Evangelize the King- 
dom of God : becauſe therefore I was ſent. 
Ard he was preaching in the Synagozues 
of Galle, 
AMeoralities, 


I. Soul within a ſick body, is a Prin- 

ceis that dwells in a ruinous 
houſe : Health is the beſt of all temporal 
g00ds ;, withont which, all honours are 
as the beams of an eclipſed Sun : Riches 
are ur;pleaſtng, and all pleafures are lan- 
guiſhing. All joy of the heart ſubſliſts na- 
turally 1n the health of the body. But 
yet it 15 true, that the moſt healthful Per- 
ſons are not alwayes tho moſt holy. 
What profit 1 there in that health which 
ſeryez for a provocation to lin, for an in- 
ticement to worldly pleaſure, and a gate 
to death; The belt Souls are never bet- 
ter ncr ſtronger, then when their bodies, 
are 
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are ſick : Their diſeaſes are too hard for 
their mortal bodies, but their courage 
is invincible. Ir is a great knowledg, to 
underſtand our own infirmities. Prof- 
erity keeps us from the view of them, 
ut Adverlity ſhews them, to us. We 
ſhould hardly know what death is, if ſo 
many diſeaſes did not teach us every day 
that we are mortal. Semiramis the prou- 
deſt of all Queens, had made a Lay, 
whereby ſhe was to be adored inſtAd 
of all the gods, but being humbled by 
a great ſickneſs, ſhe acknowledged her 
ſelf to be but a woman. 
2. All the Apoſtles pray for this ho- 
ly woman which was lick, but ſhe her 
ſelf asked nothing, nor did complain of 
any thing. She leaves all to God, who 
is only Maſter of life and death. She 
knew that he which gives his benefits 
with ſuch bounty, hath the wiſdom 'to 
chooſe thoſe which are moſt fit for us. 
How do we know whether we deſiring to 
be delivered from a ſickneſs, do not ask 
of God to take away a gift which is 
very neceilary to our Salvation ? That 
malady or zffliftion which makes. us di- 
ſtaſte worldly pleaſures, gives us adiſpo- 
ſition to taſte the joyes of Heaven. 
3. How many lick perſons in the _ 
© 
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of a Feaver promiſe much, and when 
they are well again, perform nothing. 
Fhat body which carried all-the marks 
of death in the face, is no ſooner grown 
ſtrong by health (which rejoyceth the 
heart, and fills the veins with blood) but 
it becomes a ſlave-to Sin. The gifts of 
God (being abuſed) ſerve for nothing but 
to make it wicked, and ſo the Soul is 
killed by recovery of the fleſh. . But this 
piBus woman is no ſooner on foot, but 
ſhe ſerves the Author of Life, and em- 
ploys all thoſe limbs, (which Feſus cured 
of the Feaver) to prepare him ſome pro- 
viſions to refreſh him. He that will not 
nſe the treaſures of - Heaven with acknow- 
ledgment, deſerves never to keep them. 
When a man is recovered from a great 
fickneſs, as his body 1s renewed by health, 
ſo on the other ſide, he ſhould renne his 
Spirit by -vertue. The body (f{atth Saint 
Maximns) is the bed of the Soul, where 
it ſleeps too eaſily in continual health, 
and forgets it ſelf in many things. Bnt 
agood round ſickneſs doth not only move, 
but turn over this bed, which maketh the 

Sonl awake, to think on her Salvati 

and make a total Converſion. ne 
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Word incarnate, all Feavers, and 

Devils fly before the beams of thy 
redoubted Face. Muſt nothing but the 
heat of my paſſions always reſiſt thy pow- 
ers ard Bounties? To what maladies. 
and indiſpoſitions am I ſubject ? I have. 
more diſeaſes in my Soul, than limbs in 
my bady. My weakneſs bends under 
thy ſcourges, and- yet my fins continue . 
ſtill unmoveable. Stay (O benign Lord) 
ſtay thy ſelf near me. Caſt upon my dull 
and heavy eyes, one. beam from thoſe: 
thine eyes, which make all ſtorms clear, 
and all diſaſters-happy. Command that 
my weakneſs leaye me, and that I may a- 
riſe to perform my ſervices due to thy 
greatneſs, as I will for ever owe my Sal- 
yation to thy infinit power and bounty. 


Pi 
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week in Lewnt, St. John 4. 


Of the Samaritan woman at Jaco. s 
Well, near Szchar, 


H* cometh therefore into a City of 


Samaria, which 18 called Sichar, .be- 
fide the manner that Facob gave to Jeieph 
his ſon, and there was there the fou tain 


of Jacob, Jeſus therefore wearyed of his 


fourney, [ate down upon the fountain, It was 
about the Sixth hour, 

There cometh a woman of Samaria. tg 
draw water, Feſus ſaith to her, Give me to 
arink : For his Diſciples were gore into the 
City to buy meat : Therefore that Saina- 
ritars woman ſaith to him, How doſt thou 
being a Jew, askof me to drink, which am a 
Samaritan woman ? For the Jews do v0 
communicate with the Samaritans. Jeſus 
anſwered and ſaid to her, if thou didſt krow 
the gift of God, and who he 3s that ſaith 
unto thee, Grove me to drih, thou perhaps 
wouldft have atked of him, and he weld 


have gven thee living water. The woman 


ſaith to him, Sir, neither h:ft thou wherein 


to araw, and the Well is deep. Whence haſt 
thou the lrvving water? Art thou greater 
than 


The Goſpel upon Frydsy the Third 
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than our father Tacob who gave us the Well, 
and himſelf drank_of it, and his Children, 
and his Cattel. TFeſus anſwered, and ſaid 
to her, every one that drinketh of this water 
ſhall thirſt again ; but he that ſhall drink of, 
the water that I will give him, ſhall not thirſt 
for ever: But the water that I mill give 
him, ſhall become unto him a' Fountain of 
water ſpringing up unto life everlaſting. The 
woman ſaith to him, Lord give me this wa- 
ter, that 1 may not thirſt, nor come hither 
to araw, | 

Jeſus ſaith to her, Go call thy husband, 
and come hither. The woman _ and 
ſaid, I have no hushand. Teſus ſaith to her, 
Thou haſt ſaid well, that I have no husband : 


| For thou haſt had five husbands, and he whom 
| thou now haſt, is not thy busband, This 


theu haſt ſaid truly. 

The woman ſaithxto him, Lord, 1 = 
ceive that thou art a Prophet. Our Fathers 
adored in this mountain, and you ſay, that 
Jeruſalem #s the place where men muſt adore, 
Feſus ſaith to her, Woman believe me, that 
the hour ſhall come, when. you ſhall neither in 
this Mountain, nor in Jeruſalem, adore the 
Father. Tou adore that you know not : We 
adore that we know : For ſalvation is of 
the Fews : but the hour cometh, and now. 1s, 


when the true Adorers ſhall Adcre the 7 a- 
' ther 
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ther in Spirit and Verity. For the Father 
alſo ſeeketh: ſuch to Adore him. God is a 
Spirit, and they that Atore him, muſt Adore 
in Spirit and Verity. The woman ſaith to 
him, I know that Meſſias cometh, (which is 
called Chriſt ) therefore when he cometh, he 
will ſhew us all things. Teſs ſaith to her, I | 
am he that ſpeak with thee. 

And incontinent his-Diſciples came © and | 
they marvelled that he talked with: a woman. 
No man for all that ſaid, What ſeekeſt thou, 
or why talkeft thou with her? The woman 
therefore left her water pot, and ſhe went into 
the City, and [ſaith to thoſe men, Come and 
fee a man that hath told me all things what- 
ſoever I have done + Is not he Chriſt ? They 
went forth therefore out of the City, and 
came to him. | 

In the mean time the Diſciples deſired him, 
ſaying. Rabby, Eat. But he ſaid to them, 
F have meat-to eat which you kyow nat. The 
Diſciples therefore. [aid one to another, bath 
any man brought him for to Eat. Jeſus ſaith 
to them, My meat is to do the Will of him 
that ſent me, to perfett his work, Do not 
you ſay, that yet there are four months, aud ' 
harveſt cometh > Beh1ld I ſay to. you, lift up 
your eyes, and ſee the Countries, that they are 
white already to Harveſt : And be that reap- 


eth, receiveth Hire, and gat hereth Fruit tt | 
life . 
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life everlafting, that both be that ſoweth, and- 


he that reapeth, may rejoyce together. For 
in this 1s the ſaying true, that it 1s one man 
that Soweth, and it is another that Reapeth.' 
T have ſent you to Reap that which you din | 
ed not : Others have laboured, and yort have 
entred into their labours. 

And of that City many believed-in him of 
the Samaritans, for the word of the woman. 
£iving Teſtimony, that he told me all things 
whatſoever I have done. Therefore: when 
the Samaritans were come to him, they de- 
fired him that he would tarry there. And he 
tarried there two days. And many more be- 
lieved fir his own word: And they ſaid 
to the woman, That:now, not for thy ſaying + 
do we believe : For bur ſelves have heard, and- 
do know, that this is the Saviour of the world 
indeed. 


Moralities, 
"= God of al} Power is weary. the: 
the main Sea deſires a drop of {alt 

water : the King of Angels becomes a ſu 
pliantfor a little part of all that which 1s 
his own. This Goſpel ſhews bs clearly the 
love of God toward humane nature, and 
infinite Zeal which he hath to the Salvati- 
on of Souls. Is it not a thing which ſhould 
load us with confuſion, to ſee that he who 
5 filled with all felicities hath only- 
Qne 
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one thirſt, which is, that we ſhould 


thirſt after him, and that we ſhould 
make chief account of that living wa- 
ter which he carrieth within his breaſt, 
which indeed properly is grace, the on- 
ly way to Glory. 

2, Behold the difference between 
Jacobs Well, and the Well of Jeſns; be- 
tween contentments of the world, and 
the pleaſures of God. The Well of 
Faco» 1s common to men and beaſts ; to 
few unto us that a man which glorifieth 
himſelf of his ſenſual delights, makes 
a-Trophee of his own baſeneſs, and atri- 
=_ of his fault. It is juſt as if Neb«- 
chodoneſer forſaking his Crown and 
Throne (to transform himſelf into a 
beaſt) ſhould brag, that he had gotten 
a handſome ſtable, and very good hay. 
But the fountain of Jeſus holds in it the 
water of graces, a wholſom water pure 
whiche brings us to 
the ſociety of Angels. The water of 
Jacob, though it be but a water for beaſts, 
yet It 1s hard to obtain : There are ma- 
ny which run mad after Riches, Ho- 
nours, and contentments of this world, 
and can never come to polleſs them : 
"They live in a Mill, and gain nothing out 
of it, but the noiſe and duſt. They _ 
roun 
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round about upon the wheel of disquiet, 
and never reſt. But if a good fortune 
ſometimes caſt them a bone, there are a 
hundred dogs which ſtrive to catch it. 
All their life is nothing but. expectation, 
and their end only deſpair. Whereas 
the Well of Jeſus is open to all the world; 
he ſeeketh, he asketh, he calleth, he giy- 
eth gratzs, he requireth nothing of us but 
our fitves, and would have us for no 0- 
ther reaſon, but only to make us happy. 
The Well of Jacob begetteth thirſt, but 
doth not quench it. Do not you con- 
ſider that the Samaritan woman left her 
pot there and did not drink ? After ſo 
many fantoms and illuſions, which do a- 


- muſe worldlings, they muſt part from the 
. world with great thirſt. But the foun- 


tain of our Saviour free us from the de- 
fire of all creatures, and do eſtabliſh 
within mans ſpirit, an _— of which 
the heart can never loſe the delight. O 
happy Samaritan / (ſaith Saint Ambroſe.) 
which left her pot empty,, that ſhe might 
return full of Jeſus Chriſt. She did no 
wrong to her fellow Citizens, for if ſhe 
brought no water to the Town, yet ſhe 


made the fountain it ſelf come thither. 


3. Is it not a ſhameful thing that God 
ſhould ſeek us amongſt the heats, of his } 
loye 
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love and ſufferings, defireth nothing but 
us; is-contented with the poſleſſion of 
our heart, and yet we cannot be content 
with him ? -Shall not we forſake all the 
diſorders of a ſenſual life which hinder 
.the effect of Gods grace? Shall not we 
forſake and leave behind us our Pitcher, 
"bidding farwel to all thoſe - occaſions 
which lead us to ſin, to avoid that fire 
"whereof we 'have reaſon to- fear the 
- {moke. 


Aſpirations. 


O (Unexhauſtable fountain of all beau- 
| ties) that my Soul hath been long 
alienated -from thee. I have ſo many 
times run after the ſalt waters of worldly 
 -Pteaſures and Contentments, which have 

-not ceaſed to kindle a wicked thirſt with 
in my veins, 'in ſuch a violent propor- 
tion, that I could not-quench it. But 
now (© ſweet Saviour) my Soul (be- 
ing weary and diſtaſted with all the fa- 
ding delights of this tranſitory world) 
doth langniſh inceſſantly after thee. 
Whether the break of day begin to gild 
. the Mountains with his brightneſs, 
- Whether the Sun be-advanced high in his 
courlſe,- or - whether the night do calt a 


dark - 
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dark vail over all mortal things. I ſeek & 
deſire thy entertainments, which are the 
only ſweet ldeas of my ſoul. I plunge my 
ſelf within the 'contemplation of thy 
greatneſs, ] adore = powers : The thirſt 
which torments me (by loving 'thee). is fo 


precious, that I would not lofe it to drink 


Nectar; and I can never quench it, but 
in the ſtreaws of thoſe delights and plea- 
ſures which proceed from the Throne of 
the Holy Lamb. 


—_— 


The Goſpel upon Saturday The 
Third vveek 1n Lent, St. John 8. 


Of the Woman found in Adultery, 


2 Nd Jeſus went tnto the Mount Oliver, 

'A. and early n'the morning arainhbe Came 
into the'Temple, and the people came to bim, 
and ſitting be tanght them. 

And the Serikes and Phariſees bring 
a Woman taken in Adultery, and they did x. 
her in the midſt, aud ſaid to him,' Maſter, 
this' woman was even now taken in adultery. 
Andinthe Law of Moſes commanded to ſtone 
ſuch. 'What ſayeſt thou therefore ? and this 


they ſaid tempting him that they might accuſe 


him. "But Jeſus bowed himſelf down, and 


with 


T2260 © Entertainments 


with his Finger wrote in the earth. When, 
they therefore continued asking him, he Jifted 


up himſelf, and ſaid to them, He that 1s 
without ſin of yous let him firſt throw the ſtone 
at her. And again bowins himſelf, he wrote 
in the earth. And. they hearing, went out one 
by one beginning at the Seniors, and Feſus a- 


lone remained, and the Woman ſtanding in the ' 


midſt, And Feſus lifting up himſelf, ſaid to 
ber, Woman, where are . fs that accuſed thee? 
Hath no man condemned thee * Who ſaid, no 
man Lord. And Feſus ſaid, Neither will I 
condemn thee. Go and now ſin no more. 


Adoralitics. 


ſure the life of another, then to 
examine their own. The Ravens accuſe 
Doves, and he ſits often upon a Tribunal 
to condemn vice, who doth lodge it in his 
heart. Many reſemble the Cocks which 
crow againſt a Baſilisk, and yet bear the 
ſeed of it in their intrails.Reaſon would al- 
wayes, that we begin to reform others, 
by the cenſure of our own life. No word 
can carry ſuch life and vigor with it, as 
that which is followed by a@tion. To 
talk all, and do nothing, is to build with 
one hand,and deſtroy with the other. yr 

lan 


I 'M©G naturally love better to cen- 
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tand of theliving ſhall never be for thoſe, 
who have their tongues longer then their 
arms. 

2. To what purpoſe is it to ſpeak good 
words, and yet lead an ill life ? Aman can 
neither hide himſelf from God ror hin- 
ſelf; his conſcience is a thouſand witnelles, 
Thoſe who were ready to lift up their 
hands to ſtone the adulterous woman, 
were diverted, and departed with con- 
Tuſion, ſeeing their ſins written in the duſt 
with certain figures to expreſs them. If 
we could always behold our own life 
before our eyes (as a piece of Tapiſtry) we 
ſhould there ſee ſo many Serpents amongſt 
flowers, that we would have more horrour 


of our own fins, then will to cenſure tho 


who are like our ſelves. 
3. God ſhews mercy, but willnot ſuffer 

his mildneſs to be abuſed, fin mult not 
print its ſteps upon his clemency. lt is a 
taliſe repentance for aman to act thatwhich 
himſelf hath condemned ; and after fo 
many relapſes, to take but one fafl into 
everlaſting pain. The ordirary Gloſs 
obſerves, that our Saviour bended down, 
when he wrote upon the earth, to ſhew 
that the remembrance of our ſins lay heavy 
upon him : But when hebegan to pardon, 
he aroſe up; to teach us, what joy and 

G comfort 
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comfort he takes in the Kingdome of his 
mercy. 


Aſptrations, 


Oo Soveraign Judge, who ſitteſt upon a 
Tribunal ſeat, born up with truth 
and power; make me rather judge mine 
own life, then cenſure the lives of others. 
Muſt I be full of eyes without, and blind 
within 2 Shew me my ſtains, and give 
me water to waſh them out. Alas, 1 am 
altogether but one ſtain, and thou art all 
purity. My ſoul is aſhamed to ſee it ſelf 
1o dark before thy light, and ſo ſmutted 
over, before thine immortal whiteneſs. 
Do-not write me upon the ground, as a 
child of earth; write me in heaven, ſince 
1am the portion which thou haſt purchaſed 
with thy precious -blood : Blot out my 
ſins, which are bnt too deeply graven up- 
on my hands, and pardon, by thine 1n- 
finite mercy, what thou .mayeſt condemn 


by juſtice. 


'Of the five Fiſhes, and two Barly Loaves. 


to the mountain, and there he ſate with ts 
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The Goſpel upon Sunday the fourth 
week in Lent, $S, Fohr 6. 


Fter theſe things feſus went beyond the 

Sea of Galilee, which is of T iberias ;, 

and 4 great multitude followed him, becauſe 
they ſaw the ſigns which he did upon thoſe | 
that were ſick, Feſus therefore went up ttt= 


Diſciples. And the Phaſche was at hand, 
the Feſtwval day of the Fews, When Feſus 
therefore had lifted up his eyes, and ſaw that. 
a very great multitude cometh to him, be 
ſaith to Philip, whence fhall we buy bread, 
that theſe may cat ? and this he ſaid, temp-= 
ting bim, for himſelf knew what he would 
do. Philip anſwered him, two hundred: 
penny worth of bread ts not ſuificient for them 
that every man may take a little piece, One} 
of his Diſciples, Andrew the brother of Si= | 
mon Peter, ſaith to him, There it a Boy} 
here that hath five Barly Loaves, and 1wo- 
Fiſhes : but what are theſe among ſo many ?. 
Feſus therefore ſaith, Make the © men ſit 
down, And there was much graſs in the} 
place, The men therefore ſate down un 
G 2 number | 
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mumber about five thouſand. Jeſus there- 
Fare took, the Loaves, and when he had given 
thanks, he deſtributed to them that ſate, In 
F like manner alſo the Fiſhes, as much as the 
| would, And after they were filled, he ſaid 
ro his Diſciples, Gather the ay, "hl that 
are remaining, leſt they be loſk, They 
athered therefore, and filled twelve bas- 
| By with fragments of the five Barly Loaves 
k which remained to them that had eaten, 


- Thoſe men Ter when they had. ſeen 


| what a ſign Jeſus had done, ſaid, That 
| this is the Prophet indeed that is to come into 
the world, Jeſus therefore, when he knew 
| that they would come to take him and make 
| him @ King, he fled again into the mountain 
| himſelf alone, 


| Moralinis. 
I AE a happy thing it 1s to ſerve 


God, whoſe converſation is ſo 
| worthy all love ? See how he carried him- 
{ ſelf toward this poor multitude which 
| followed him with ſuch zeal and conſtancy. 
{ It ſeems they were his children, that he 
| carried them all npon his ſhoulders, that 
{ he” had their names, their Country, their 
| nalities, and the conditions of their ſmall 
| forcunes graven in his heart, He 1s fo 


] 
| tender 
' 
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tender over them, he ſo afflicts himſelf 
about. them, as a Shepheard over his poor - 
flock. He inſtrutts them, he - ſpeaks to 
them of heavenly things, he heals their * 
maladies, he comforts their ſadneſs, he 
lifts his eyes up to heaven for them ; | 
and for them he opens his divine hands(the 
treaſures of Heaven) and nouriihes them 
by a miracle, as they had wholly reſigned 
themſelves to him with tuch abſolute con- 
hdence. O how are we cheriſhed by hea- 
ven, ſince God doth bind himſelf to help 
ns? And we ſhonld be unfaithful not to 
truſt him, who makes nature it ſelf ſo faith- 
ful tous; It-is here much to be obſerved, 
that God doth no miracles for his own 
rofit; he doth not change ſtones into 
read in the Deſart to nouriſh himſelf after 
that long faſt which he did there make; but 
for his faithful ſervants he alters the courſe 
of nature; and being auſtere to himſelf, | 
he becomes indulgent to us; to teach us, 
that we ſhould diſpoyl our ſelves of ſelf- 
love, which ties us to our own fleſh, and 
makes us ſo negligent to our neighbour, *] 
2. What precious thing is to be gotten 
by following the world, that we ſhould 
forſake Jeſus in the Deſart, and run after 
vain hopes at Court, & great mens houſes, 
where we pretend to make ſome fortune ? 
WS: how 
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how many injuries muſt a man diſſemble ? 
how many affronts muſt we ſwallow ? how 
many deadly ſweats muſt he endure to ob- 
tain ſome reaſonable condition!how many 
times mult he ſacrifice his children, engage 
his own conſcience, and offer violences to 
others to advancethe affairs of great men? 
And after many years ſervice, if any fore- 
aid or ruinous brfineſs committed to his 
charge (in the purſuit whereof he muſt 
walk ypon thorns) ſhall chance to miſcarry, 
all the fault muſt be laid upon a good offi- 
er; and if he prove unlucky, he ſhall 
ever be made culpable, and in the turning 
of a hand, all his gocd ſervices forgotten 
and loſt : and for a final recompence, he 
mnſt be loaden with infinite diſgraces. It 
1s quite contrary in the ſervice of God : 
for he encourages our vertues, he ſupplies 
our defects, governs our ſpiritual, and yet 


neglefts not our temporal occaſions. He: 


that: cloaths the flowers of the Meadows 
more gorgeoully then Monarchs, who lod- 
ges ſo many little Fiſhes in golden and a- 
zure ſhells, he who doth but open his hand 
and repleniſhes all nature with bleſſings, 
if we be faithful in keeping his command- 
ments, will never forſake us at our need. 
But yet we find all the difficulties of the 
world to put our truſt in him, we villifie 
our 
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onr cares of eternity : and by ſeeking at- 
ter worldly things whereby to live, we 
torment our ſelves, and in the end loſe 
our own lives. A.man that muſt die, needs 
very few worldly things; a very little cab- 
bin will ſuffice nature, hut whole King-- 
domes will not fſatisfie covetouſneſs. 

3. Jeſus flies from Scepters, and runs 
to the Croſs; he would have no worldly 
Kingdomes becauſe their Thrones are 
made of Ice, and their Crowns of Glaſs. 
He valued the Kingdome of God above all 
things that he might make us partakers of 
his precious conqueſt, and infinite rich 
prize. But now 1t ſeems that heaven 1s not 
a ſufficient Kingdome for us; men run 
after land, and itch after the ambition of 
fading greatneſs, and ſomtimes all their 
life paſſeth away in great ſins, and as great 
troubles to get a poor title of three letters 
upon their Tomb. Alas ! do we know. bet- 
ter then God, in what honour conſilts,that 
we mult ſeek after that which he did avoid, 
and not imitate that which he followed ? 

Let us follow God, and believe that 
where he is, there can be no deſart or ſoli- 
tude for ns. They ſhall never taſte the 
delights of vertue that feed upon the joyes 
of vanity. All worldly pleaſures are comets 
made fat with ſmoaks and vapour of 
G4 the 
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the earth; and in ſtead of giving light and 
prightneſs, they bring forth murders and 
contagions : but the following of God is 
2lways ſweet, and he which ſuffers there- 
by, changes his very tears into nouriſh- 
ment. 

Aſpirations, 


'S My God ! Shall I always run after 
that which flies from me, and never 
follow Jeſus who follows me by incompa- 
rable paths, and loves me even while lam 
vngrateful ? L will no more run after the 
ihadows of worldly honour, I will no 
wore have my own will, which both is, 
and hath proved ſo unfaithful. I will put 
my ſelf into the happy courſe of Gods diſ- 
poſition for all which ſhall happen unto me, 
either in time or eternity. His careful 
eye watchzs over me, It Is for me that his 
hands have treaſures, and the very deſarts 
poſſeſs abundance. O crucified love, the 
moſt pure of all beauties, 1t is for thee 
that ſo many generous Champions have 
peopled the Deſarts,and paſled the ſtreams 
of bitterneſs and ſorrow, bearing their 
croſſes after thee ; and thereupon have felt 
the ſweetneſs of thy viſit amongſt their 
cruel rigours. God forbid that I ſhould 
give the lie to ſo great and ſo generous 
a 
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a company. I go to thee, and will follow 
thee amongſt the deſarts; I run not after 
bread, I run after thy divine perſon, I 
will make much of thy wounds, I honour -- 
thy torments, I will conform my ſelf to 
thee, that I may find joy amongſt thy do- 
lours,and life it ſelf amongſt thine infinite 
ſufferings. 


—_—_— 


The Goſpel upon Munday the 
fourth week in Lent, S. John 2. 


Of the whipping buyers and ſellers out of 
the Temple. 


Na the Paſch of the Jews was at 

hand, and Jeſus went up to Jeruſas 
lent, -and he found in the Temple them that 
ſold Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, and the © 
Bankers ſuting. And when he had made, 
as it were, a whip of little cords, he caſt 
them all out of the Temple, the ſheep alſo, and 
the Oxen, and the money of the Bankers he 
poured out, and the T ables he overthrew, And 
zo them that ſold Doves, he ſaid, T ake away 
theſe things hence, and make not the Houſe 
of my Father, a Houſe of Merchandiſe, 
And his Diſciples remembred that it 13 writ= - 


zen, The zeal of thy houſe hath eaten. me up. 
G 5 The © 
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The Jews therefore anſwered, ara ſaid to. 
him, What ſign doſt thou fhew us, that thou. 
doſt theſe things ? Feſus anſwered and ſaid to 
them, Difſolve this Temple, and in three 
Days 1 will raiſe it. The Jews therefore 
faid, in forty and ſix years was this Tem- 
ple built, and wilt thou raiſe it in three 
days ? But he ſpake of the Temple of his 
Body, Therefore when he was riſen again. 
from the Dead, his Diſciples Remembred 
that he ſaid this, and they believed the 
Scripture, and the word that Jeſus did 
ſay. And when he was at feruſalemin the 
' Paſche upon the feſtival day, many believed 
in his name, ſeeing his ſigns which he did, 
But Feſus did not commu himſelf unts them, 
for that he knew all, and becanſe it was not 
needful for him that any ſhould give Teſti- 
enony of man: for he knew what was in. 
Man. 


Aloraluies, 


P*? 1s a ſilver Chain hanged up aloft; 
Which ties Heaven and Earth, fſpiritu-- 
al and temporal, God and Man toge- 
\ ther. Devotion is a vertue derived to us. 
from the Father of all Light, who gives 
us thereby means to hold a traffick or 
commerce with Angels. All which is here. 
below 


ee ene 
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below, ſinks by its proper weight, and 
leaps downward toward natural-corrupti-- 
on: Our ſpirit, though it be immortal, 
would follow the weight of our bodies, 
if it were not indued with the knowledge : 
of God, which works the ſame effect in it, 
as the adamant doth with Iron : for it-- 
plerceth and gives it life, together with a : 
ſecret and powerful ſpirit, from which 
all great actions take their beginning : : 
You ſhall never do any great ad if the * 
honour of God, and the 'reverence of 
ſacred things ſhall not accompany all your * 
pretences. For if you ground-your piety 
upon any temporal reſpects, you reſem- 
ble that people which believes the higheſt . 
mountains do ſupport the skies. 

2. There are no ſinnes which God doth * 
puniſh more rigorouſly, nor ſpeedily, then 
thoſe which are committed againſt devoti- 
on and piety : He doth not here take up- 
the ſcourge againſt naughty Judges, uſu- - 
rers and unchaſte perſofis, becauſe the 
Church is to find a remedy againſt alk: 
faults which happen in the life of man. But 
if a man commit a ſin againſt Gods! AE 
tar, the remedy grows deſperate.” King * 
Ozzas felt a leprolie riſe upon his face at 
the inſtant when he made the fume riſe - 


from the. cenſor which he nſurped oo_ 1 
ras - 
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the high Prieſts. Ely the chief Frieſt 
was buried in the ruins of his own houſe, 
for the ſacriledpge of his children, without 
any conſideration of thoſe long ſervices 
which he had performed at theTabernacle. 
Keep your ſelf from ſymonies, from ir- 
reverence in Churches, and from abuſing 
Sacraments. He can have no excuſe which 
makes his Judge a witneſs. 
3. Jeſs was violently moved by the 
- Zeal which he bareto the houſe of his hea- 
venly Father. But many wicked rtch men 
limit their zeal only to their own families. 
They build great Palaces npon the peoples 
bloud, and they nothing -care though all 
tlie world be in a ſtorm, ſo long as they 
(and what belongs to them) be well co- 
'vered. But there isa revenging God who 
doth inſenſibly dry up- the roots of proud 
Nations, and throws diſgrace and mfamy 
pon the faces of thoſe who negletft the 
£lories of Gods Altars to advance their 
own. He who builds without God, doth 
demoliſh, and whoſoever thinks to make 
any great encreaſe without him, ſhall find 
nothing but ſterility. 


— 
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Aſpirations; 


O Moſt pure Spirit of Jeſus, which waſt 
conſummate byzeal toward the houſe 
of God, wilt thou never burn my. heart 
with thoſe adored flames, wherewith thou 
inſpireſt chaſte hearts? Why do we take 
ſo much care of our houſes (which.are 
built upon quick-ſilver, and roul up and 
down upon the inconſtancies of humane 
fortunes (while we have no love nor zeal 
towards Gods Church, which is the. Pa- 
lace we ſhould chuſe here upon earth, to be 
as the Image of heaven above ? I will adore 
thy Altars (all my life) with a profound 
humility. But 1 will firſt make an Al- 
tar of my own heart, where I will offer 
facrifice ; to which I doubt not but thou 
wilt put fire with thine own heart. 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday the 
Fourth week 1n Lent, S. John7. 


The Jews marvel at the learning of. Jeſus 
who was never taught. 


A Na when the feſtivity was now half done, 
Jeſus went up into. the Temple and 
taught. 
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taught, And the Fews marvelled, ſaying, 
how do this man know Letters whereas he bath 
not learned ? Feſus anſwered them, and ſaid, 
my doftrine is not mine, but bis that ſent me, 
If any man will do the will of him, be (hall 


wonder ſtand of the dotrine whether it be of 


God, or 1 ſpeak of my ſelf ;, be that ſpeaketh 
of himſelf ſecketh his own glory. But be that 
ſeeketh the glory of him that ſent him, be is 
true, and injuſtice in him there is not, Did 
not Moſes grue you the Law, and none of you 
doth the Law ? Why ſech you to kill me ? The 
HHultitude anſwered and ſaid, thou baft a 
Devil, who ſecheth to kgll thee ?f Feſus 
anſwered and ſaid to them, One work, 1 have 
done, and you do all marvel, Therefore 
Moſes gave you cireumriſion, not that it 1s of 
AMoſes, but of the Fathers, and in the Sab- 
bath ye circumciſe a man, If a man receive 
— 2 the Sabbath, that the Law of 
- Moſes be not broken, are you angry at me 

becauſe 1 have healed a man wholly in the 
Sabbath ? Fudge not according to the face, 
but judge juft Fudgement, 


Certain therefore of Feruſalem ſaid, Is 


not this he whom\wthy ſeek to kill : And be-. 


hold, he ſpeaks openly, and they ſay nothing 
to him, Have the Princes known indeed 
that this is Chrifs ? But this man we know: 
whence he is, But when Chriſt. cometh, 20 
' | man 
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man hnoweth whence he is. Feſus therefore, 
cried in the Temple, teaching and ſaying, 
Both me you do know, and whence 1 am you 
know ; and of my ſelf I am not come, But 
he is true that ſent me, whom you know noe, 
Iknow him, becauſe I am of him, and he ſent 
me. * They ſought therefore to apprehend him, 
and no ow laid hands upon = beeanſe his 
hour was not yet come. But of the Multi» 
tude many believed in him. 


Adoraluies, 


_ appears by this Goſpel, that Jeſus: 
was judged according to appearances, 
not according to truth. It 1s one of the grea-- 
teſt confuſions which is deeply rooted in: 
the life of man, that every thing is full of 
painting, and inſtead of taking. it off with 
a ſpunge, we foment it, and make our 
tluſions voluntary. The Prophet Jfay 
adviſeth ns to uſe our judgment, as men 
do leaven to ſeaſon bread. All the objects 
preſented to our imaginatious, which we 
eſteem, are fading, if wedo not adde ſome: 
heavenly vigour to help our judgment. 
2.To judge according to appearances, is 
a great want both of judgment and cou- 
rage, The firſt makes us-preferre vanity 
velice truth; the ſecond gives that to wa 
an 
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and golden clothes, which is properly due 
to yertue : We adore painted coles, and 
certain dark fumes covered outwardly 
with ſnow ; But if we did know how many 
great miſeries, and what beaſtly ordure is 
hidden under cloth of gold, ſilk, and ſcar- 
let, we would. complain of our eyes for 
being ſo farre without reaſon. It is a kind 
of Apoſtacy and rebellion againſt .Gods 
providence, to judge without.calling God 
to be a preſident in our counſel ; or to 
take in hand any humane.inventions with- 

out the ——_— - his Spirit. L 
3. God 1s pleaſed to lodge pearls with- 
in cockles; and beſtows bis 57" of 
wiſdome and vertue, many times upon per- 
ſons, who - have the- moſt unfaſhionable 
outſides, to counter-check humane wiſ- 
dome. He makes his oratours of thoſe 
. who- are ſpeechleſs.; and. numbers. of 
frogs and flies to overthrow mighty Ar- 
mies. He makes Kings out of ſhepherds,and 
ſerves himſelf of things which are not, -as 
if they were. The moſt pleaſing Sacrifice 
which he receives upon earth, is from the 
humble ; and when we deſpiſe thoſe;.we 
divert the honours of God. We: offer 
Sacrifice to the worlds opinion, like the 
Sages of Egypt ; who did light: candles 
and burn incenſq to Crocodiles. bow 
eWS 
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Jews loſt their faith to follow appearances: 
and there is no ſhorter way to Apoſtacy 
_ to adore the world, and neglect 
God. 

4. An ill opinion make folks many times 
paſs a raſh judgment : They monnt into 
Gods chair to judge the hearts of men: 
The chaſte Doves are uſed like Ravens, 
and Ravens like Swans. Opinion puts falſe 
{peftacles upon our eyes, which make 
faults ſeems vertues ; and vertues, crimes : 
Yet nevertheleſs we ſhould think, that 
vertuous perſons will not conceive. an ill 
ſuſpition of their neighbour without a very 
ſure ground : St.. Fohn Climachus ſaith, 
fire is no more contrary to water, then 
raſh judgement is to the ſtate of repen- 
tance. It 1s a certain ſign, that we do not 
ſee our own ſins, when we ſeek curiouſly 
after the leaſt defefts of our neighbour. 
If we would but once enter intoour ſelves, 
we ſhould be ſo buſie to lament our own |. 
lives, that we ſhould not have time to cen= © 


«-ſure thoſe of others. 


Aſpirations. 


O Judg moſt redoubtable,whodo plant 
thy throne within the heart of man, 
who judgeſt the-greateſt Monarchs, with- 

out 


4 
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out leaving them power to appeal; Thy 
judgments are ſecret and impenetrable : 
That which ſhines to our Eyes like a Di- 
amond,is like acontemptible Worm in thy 
ballance. That which we value asa Star, 
thou judgeſt to be a cole. We have juſt 
ſo much greatneſs, vertue, and happineſs, 
as we have by entrance into thy hearr. 
And he whom thou eſteemeſt needs not 
the judgment of mortal man. No inno- 
cent1s juſtified, nor guilty perſon condem- 
ned without thee; and therefore I will 
from henceforth; judge only according to 
thee. I will lay down all my affections, 
and take thine, fo far as I ſhall be able; 
and I will account nothing great but what 
ſhall be ſo in thy eſteem. 


The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the 
fourth week in Lent, St. Fehr 9. 


Of the blind man cured by clay and ſpittle. 


Na Jeſus paſſin ſarw a blind man 
A from his [ec Me and his Diſciples 


man, or his parents, that he ſhould be born 

blind ? Jeſus anſwered, Nether bath this 

| man ſumed, nor his parents ; but that the 

| Works of God maybe manifeſted in him. pf 
K 77 


aked him, Rabbi, who hath ſinned ? this. 
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muſt work the works of him that ſent me 
whiles it is day, the night cometh when no 
man can work, As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world, When 
he had ſaid theſe things, he ſpit on the ground 
and. made clay of the ſpittle, and [ſpread the 
| Clay upon his eyes, and ſaid to him, Go, wajh 
in the Pool of Siloe, which 1s interpreted, 
ſent, Fe-ment therefore and waſhed, and he 
came ſeeing. 

Therefore the neighbours, ana they which 
had ſeen him before, that he was a beggar, 
ſaid, Is not this he that ſate and begged? 
Others ſaid, that this is he, But others, 
No ;, not ſo, but he is like him, But he ſaid, 
That I am. he. They ſaid therefore to him, 
How were thine eyes opered? He anſwered, 
that man that is called Jeſus, made clay, 


| and ancinted mine eyes, and ſaid to me, Go 
| ro the Pool of Siloe, and waſh: and 1 went 


and maſhed, and ſaw, And they ſaid ts 
him, Where is he? He ſaith, ] know not. 
They bring him that had heen blind, to the 
Phariſees And*it was the Sabbath when 
Jeſus made the clay and opened his eyes, 
Again therefore the Phariſees atked him, 
how he ſaw. But he ſaid to them, he p 
clay por: mine eyes, and I waſhed, nnd I ſee, 
Certam therefore of the Phariſees ſaid, 
This man is net of God, that keepeth ro 
ine 
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the Sabbath. But others ſaid, How can 4 


man that is a ſinner . do theſe ſignes ? And. 


there.-was a\ſchiſme among them. They ſay 
a pb to the blind. again, Thou, what 
ſayeſt thou of him that opened thine eye, 
And he ſaid, that he is a Prophet, The 
Jews therefore did not believe of him, that 
he had been vlind, and ſaw; until they called 
the Parents of him that ſaw, and asked them, 
ſaying ; Is this your ſon, whom yon ſay 
that he was born blind ? how then doth he now 
ſee ? His Parents anſwered them, and ſaid, 
We know that this is our ſon, and that he was 
boyn blind : but how he now ſceth, we know 
not, or who hath opened his eyes we know not ; 
@k himſelf, be is of age, let himſelf ſpeak, 
of bimfelf. Theſe things his parents ſaid, b » 
Cauſe they feared the Jews : For the Jews bad 
now confeiled, that if any man ſhould con 6 
him to be Chriſt, he ſhould be put out of the 
Synagogue. Therefore did his Parents ſay, 
be. ts. of age, ak himſelf. They there- 
fore ag ain called the man that had been blind, 
#1d ſaid to him, Give glory to God, we know 
that this man s a ſinner. 
He therefore ſaid to them, Whether be be 
a ſinntr, 1 know not ; one thing 1 know, that 
whereas 1 was blind, now I ſee, They ſaid 
therefare to him, What did be to thee? How 
did he open thine eyes ? He anſwered — 


"far Lent. 141 


[ſhave now told you, and ye have heard, why 


will you hear it again Þ will you alſo become 
bis Diſciples? They reviled him therefore 
and ſaid, be thou his Diſciple ; but we are 
the Diſciples of Moſes : we know that ro 
Moſes God did ſpeak : but this man we 
tzxow not whence he 5. The man anſwered 
and ſaid to them, For in ths it 1s marvel- 
low, that you know not whence he is, and he 
bath epened mine eyes, And we know that 
inners God doth not hear. But if a man be 
s ſerver of God, and do the will of him, bim 
he heareth, From the begenning of the world 
# hath not been heard, that any man hath 
opened the eyes of one born blind ;, unleſs this 
man were of God, be could not do any thing, 
They anſwered and ſaid to him, Thou waſ 
wholly: born in ſins, and doſt thou teach us ? 
| And they did caſt him forth. 

Jeſus heard that they caſt him forth, and 
when he had found him, he ſaid to him, Doft 
thou believe in the Son of God ? He anſ- 
wered- and faid, Who 1 the Lord, that [ 
may believe in him? And Jeſus ſaid to ham, 
Both thou haſt 'ſeen *him, and he that talk- 


| eth with thee, he it 8, But be ſaid, 1 believe 


Lord : and falling down, he adored him. 


Entertainments 


Adoraliuies. 


Eſus the Father of all brightneſs (who 
J walked accompanied with his twelve A- 
poſtles, as the Sun doth with the hours 
of the day) gives Eyesto a blind man, and 
doth it by clay and ſpittle : to teach us, 
that none hath power to do works above 
nature, but he that was the Author of it, 
On the other ſide, a blind man becomes 2 
King over perſons of the cleareſt ſight: 
and being reſtored to light, he renders 
again the ſame, to the firſt fountain from 
whenceit came. He makes himſelf an Ad- 
vecate to plead for the chi:feſt truth, and 


of a poor beggar, becomes a Confellor ;|. 


and after he had deplored his miſery at 
the Temple gate,teacheth all mankind the 
eſtate of its own felicities. We ſhould (in 
; Imitation of him) love the light by ado- 
ring the fountain of it, and behave our 
ſelves as witneſſes and defenders of the 
Truth. 

2. God is a light,and by his lightdraws 
all unto him : he makes a break of day ol 
his grace in this life, which becomes af 
terward a perfett day for all Eternity. 


— 


— 


But many loſe themſelves in this worl 
ſome for want of light, ſome by a _ 
lig 
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Tight, and ſome by having too much 
light. 

— Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of 
light, who are notat all inſtructed in the 
faith, and maximes of Chriſtian Religi- 
on; and thoſe inſtead of approaching near 
the light, love their own darkneſs. They 
hate the light of their ſalvation, as the 
ſhadow of death : and think that if you 
give themEyes to ſee their blindneſs, you 
take away their life. If they ſeem Chri- 
ſtians, they yet have nothing but the name 
and the appearance, the book of Jeſus is 
ſhut from them; or if they make a ſhew 
to Read, they may name the letters, but 
never can produce one right good word. 

4. Others deſtroy themſelves by falſe 


* lights, who being wedded to their own 


opinions, and adoring the Chimeraes of 
their ſpirit ; think themſelves full of 
knowleddge, juſt and happy ; that the Sun 
riſeth only for them, and that all the reſt 
of the world 1s in darkneſs ; they con- 
ceive they have the faireſt Stars, for con- 
ductors ; but at the-end of their career 

they find (too late) that this pretended 
light, was but an Tens fatwus, which led 
them to a precipice of eternal flames. It 
is the worlt of all follies to be wiſe in our 
own eye-ſight, and the worlt of all temp- 
tations 
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tations is, for a man to be a Devil to him- 
ſelf. 

'5. Thoſe ruin themſelves with too much 
light, who have all Gods Law by heart, 
bur never have any heart to that Law. 
They know the Scriptures, all learning 
and ſciences : they underſtand every thing 
but themſelves : they can find ſpots in the 
Sun; they can give new names to the 
Stars ; they perſwade themſelves,that God 
is all that they apprehend : But after all 
this heap of knowledge, they are found to 
be like the Sages of Pharoah : and can 
produce nothing but blood and frogs : 
They embroil and trouble the world ; 
they ſtain their own lives; and at their 
deaths leave nothing to continue but the 
memory of their ſins. It would be more 
expedient for them (rather then have ſuch 
light) to carry fire, wherewith to be bur- 
ning in the love of God, and not to ſwell 
and burſt with that kind of knowledg. All 
learning which is not joyned with a good 
life, is like a picture in the aire, which 
hath no table to make it ſubſiſt. It is not 
ſufficient to be elevated in ſpirit (like the 
Prophets) except a man do enter -into 
ſome perfe(t imitation of their yertues. 


Aſpi- 
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Aſpirations. 
Fountain of all brightneſs, before 


whom night can have no vail, who 
ſeeſt the day-fpring: out of. thy boſome, 


to ſpread it ſelf over all nature, wilt thou 


have no pity upon my blindneſs? Will 
there be no medicine for my Eyes, which 
have ſooften grown dull, and heavy with 
earthly humours. O Lord I want light, 
being alwayes ſo blind to my own ins. $0 
many years are paſt, wherein I have dwelt 


with my ſelf, and yet know not what 


I am. Self-love maketh me fomtimes 
apprehend immaginary. vertues .1n great, 
and fee all my crimes in little. I too of- 
ten believe my own judgment, and adore 
my own opinions, as Gods and God- 
deſſes, and it thou ſend me any light, I 
make {ſo ill uſe of it, that I dazle my ſelf, 
even in the brightneſs of the day; make- 
ing little or noprofit of that” which would 
be ſo much to my advantage, if I were 
ſo happy as to know it. But henceforth 
I will have no Eyes but for thee: I will 
only contemplate thee ( O Life of all 
beauties) and draw all the powers of my 
ſoul into my eyes, that I may the better 
apprehend the miſtery .of thy bounties. 

H Q 
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O caſt upon me one bear of thy grace; 
ſo powerful, that it may ne .r forſake 
me, till I may ſee the day of thy Glory. 


> O——— 


Fourth week in Lent, St Luke the 7. 


.Of the Widows Son raiſed from death to 
life at Naim by our Saviour. 


-A Nd it came to paſs afterward he went 
: into a City that is called Naim, and 
there went with him his Diſciples, and a 
very great multitude : And when he came 
zigh to the gate of the City, behold a dead 
_anan was carried forth, the only Son of his 
Mother : and ſhe was a Widow, and a great 
multitude of the City with her, whom when 
cr Lord had ſeen, being moved with mer- 
cy upon her, he ſaid to her, Weep mot. 
And he come near, and tonched the Coffin : 
And tirey that carried it, ſtood ftill: And 
be ſaid, Young man, 1 ſay to thee, Ariſe : 
And he that was dead, fate up, and began to 
ſpeak, And he gave him to his Mother, 
and fear tock_ them all; and they magnified 
God, ſaying, That a great Prophet is riſen 
among us: And that God bath viſited bis 
People. And this ſayins went forth into all 


Jewry 


The Goſpel -upon Thurſday, the | 
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Tewry of him, aud into all the Country 
about. 


Altoralities. 
Eſus met at the Gates of Naim, (which 


I is interpreted the Town of Beauties) a 
young man carried to burial, to ſhew us 


that neither beauty nor youth are freed 


from the Laws of death. We fear death, 
and there is almoſt nothing more immor- 
tal; here below every thing dies, but 
death it ſelf. We ſee h':: alwayes inthe 
Goſpels, we touch him every day by our 
experiences, and yet neither the Goſpels 
make us ſufficiently faithful, nor our ex- 
periences well adviſed. 

2. If we behold death by his natural 
face, he ſeems a little ſtrange tous, becauſe 
we have not ſeen him well acted. We lay 
upon him fithes, bows and arrows ; we 
put upon him ugly antick faces, we com- 
paſs him round about with terrours.and 
1llnfions, of all which he never fo muchas 
thought. It is a profound ſleep, 1n which 
Nature lets it ſelf fail inſenſibly, when ſhe 
is tired with the difquiets of this life. :It 
is a ceſlation of all thoſe ſervices which the 
ſoul renders to the fleſh. It is an execu- 
tion of Gods Will, and —- decree common , 
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to all the world. To be diſquieted and 
drawn by the ears, to pay a debt which-ſo 
_ many millions of men (of all conditions) 
have paid before us, is to do as a frog that 
would ſwim againſt a ſharp ſtream of a 
forcible torrent. We have been as it were 
dead to ſo many ages which went before 
us; we die plece-meal every day, we 
allay death often in our ſleep; diſcreet 
men expect him, fools deſpiſe him, and 
the moſt diſdaintul perſons muſt entertain 
him. Shall we not know and endeavour to 
do that one thing well which being once 
well performed, will give us life for ever ? 
Methinks it is rather a gift of God to die 


ſoon, than to ſtay late amongſt the occa- | 


ſions of {in. 

3-.It is not death, but a wicked life we 
have cauſe to fear. That only lies hea- 
vy, .and both troubles us, and keeps us 
from underſtanding and taſting the ſweets 
of death, 'He that candic to ſo many little 
dead and dying things (which make us die 
every day by our unwillingneſs to forſake 
thee ſhall find thatdeath is nothing to him. 
Burt we woukl fain (in death) carry the 
world with us upon our ſhonlders to the 
grave; and that is athing we cannot do, 
Wo would avoid the judgment of a juſt 
G9d, fand that is a thing which we ſhould 
6; | not 
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not ſo much as think. Let us clear our 
accounts before we die, let us take order 
for our ſoul by repentance, -and a mode- 
ratecare of our bodies burial: Let us order 
our goods by a good and charitable teſta- 
ment, with a diſcreet” direction for the 
poor, for our children and kindred, to be 
executed by fit perſons. Let us put our 
ſelves into. the protection of the divine 
providence, with a moit perfect coni- 
dence; and how can we then fear death, 
being in the. arms of lite. 


Aſpirations, 

'® Teſts, fountain of ell lives, in whoſe 

boſome all things are living; Jeſus, 
the fruit of the dead, who haſt deltroyed 
the Kingdome of death ; why ſhould-we 
fear a path, which thou haſt ſo terrified 
with thy ſteps, honoured with thy blood, 
and fanCtified by thy-conqueſts ? Shall we 
never die to ſo many dying things ? All 
is dead here for ns, and we have no life, 
if we do not ſeek it from thy heart. What 
ſhould I care for death though he come 
withall thoſe grim, hideous & antick faces, 
which men put upon him ; for when I ſee 
him through thy wound, thy blood, and 
thy.venerable death, I find he hath no ſting 


atall, If I ſhall walk in the ſh2dow of death, 
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and a Thouſand terrours ſhall conſpire a- 
gainſt me on every ſide todiſturb my quiet, 
L will fear nothing, being placed in the 
arms of thy providence. O my ſweet ma- 
{ter, do but once touch the winding ſheet 
of my body, which holds down my ſoul {6 
often within the ſleep of death and fin, 
Command me to ariſe and ſpeak, and then 
the light of thy. morning ſhall never ſet : 
my diſcourſes ſhall be alwayes of thy prai- 
fes, and my Jife ſhall be only a contempla- 
tion of thy beautiful countenance. 


The Goſpel upon Friday the fourth 


week in Lent, St. Job? 11, 


Of the raiſing of Lazarus from death. 


N4 there was a certain fickh man, T,aza- 
rus of Bethania, of the Town of Mary 
and Martha ber ſiſter, (and Mary was 


ſhe that znoirted our Lord with Ointment, 
and wiped his Feet with her Hair, whoſe 
brother Lazarus was ſick, ) his ſiſters 
therefore ſent to him, ſaying, Lord, be- 
bold, he whom then loveſt, is ſick, And 
Feſus hearing, ſaid to them, This ſick- 
neſſe is not to death, but for the glory of God, 
chat the Son may be glorified by it, And 
Feſus 
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Feſus loved Martha and her ſiſter Mary, 
and Lazarus. As he h:ard therefore that he 
was ſick, then he tarried in the [ame place 
tro days: Then after this he ſaith to his 
Diſciples, Let ns 00 into Jewry again. The 
Diſciples ſay to H:m, Raby, now the Fewes 
ſouzht to ſtone thee, and goeſt thou trither 
arain? Teſus anſwered, are there not tw*lve 
hours of the day ? If a man walk im the day, 
he ſftumbleth not, becanſe he ſeeth the Light 
of this Werld : but if he walkin the Neg'ts 
he ſtumbleth, becauſe tie Light 1s not in him. 
Theſe things he ſaid ; and after this, he ſaith 
to them, Lazarus our Friend ſleepeth ; bat 
I g0, that I may raiſe him from ſleep. His 
Deſciples therefore ſaid, Lora, if be ſleep, ke 
ſhall be ſafe. But Feſus ſpake of his Death, 
and they thought that he ſpaks of the ſleeping 
of ſleep. Then therefore Feſus [aid to th:m 
plainly, Lazarus is dead, and 1 am plad 
for your ſakes, that you may believe, becauſe 
I was not there : but let us go tohim. Thomas 
therefore who was called Didimus, ſaid to his 
Diſciples, Let us alſo go to Die with him. 
Jeſus therefore came, and found him now, 
having been four days in the Grave. And 
Bethanta was n:2h to Jeruſalem, about fif- 
teen Farlongs. And many of the Fewes were 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them 
concerning their Brother. - Martha therefore 
H 4 when 
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when ſhe heard thet Jeſus was come, went to 
mees him : but Mary /ate at home. Martha 
therefore ſaid to Jeſus, Lord, if thou hadſt 
been here, my Brother had not died. But now 
alſo I know, that what thing ſoever thox ſhalt 
askof God, God will give thee. Jeſus ſaith 
ro ber, Þ hy brother ſhall riſe again. Martha 
faid to him, I know that b ſhall riſe again in 
the Reſurrection in the laſt day. Feſus ſaid 
ro ber I am the Reſurrettion and the Life : 
be that believeth in me, although he be dead, 
ſhall live. . And every one that liveth and 
be 1eveth in me, ſhall not die for ever. Be- 
licveft thou this? She ſaid to him, Teas 
Lord, I have believed that thou art Chrift 
* the Son of God, that art come into this World. 
Moral:ttes. 

OT Saviour Jeſus makes herea ſtrong 

aſlaolt upon death, to cure our in- 
firmitzes at the coſt of his deareſt Friends, 
He ſuffered Lazarss, whom he loved ten- 
derly, to fall into a violent ſickneſs, to 
teach-us, that the bodies of Gods Favo- 
rites, are not free from Infirmities;% that, 
to make men Saints, they mult not enjoy 
too much health. A ſoul 1s never more 
worthy to be a houi> for God, then when 
ſhe raiſeth up the-greatneſs of her courage, 
the body being caſt down with ſickneſs. 


A foul which ſuſters, is a ſacred thing. = 
Tac 
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thevyorld did touch our Saviour before his 
Paſſion ; the throng of people preſled up- 
on him, but after his death he vvould not 
be touched by St. Mary Maundlin, becauſe, 
he vvas conſecrated by his dolours. 

2, The good ſiſters diſpatch a meſſenger, 
not to aſtrange God, as they do vvho ſeek 
for health by remedies, which are a thou- 
ſand times worſe than the diſeaſe: But they 
addreſſed themſelves to the living God;the 
Godof life and death,to drive away death; 
Andtorecover life, they vvere content on- 
ly to ſhew the wound to the faithful friend- 
ſhip of the Phyſitian. Without preſcribing 
any remedies: for that is better left to his 
providence,then committed to our paſſion. 

3. He defers his cure to raiſe from 
death. The delay.of Gods favours, is not 


alwayes a refuſal; but fomtimes a double 


liberality, the vows of good men are paid 
with uſury: -It vvas expedient that Lazarns 
ſhould Ge, ' that he might triumph over 
death,-in the triumph of Jeſus Chriſt. It 


is here that vve ſhould alwayes raiſe high | 


our -thoughts, by conſidering our glory” " 


in the ſtate of Reſurrection; he vyould 
have us bclieve it, not only as it rs a leſſon 
of Nature wmprinted above the skies,npon': 


the plants or elements of the World :-and 
as a doctrin vyhich many ancient philoſos 
H5 phery 
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phers had by the light of nature; but alſo 
as a belief which is faſt joyned to the faith 
we have in the Divine Providence, which 
keeps: our bodies in truſt under its ſeal 


within the boſom of the earth, ſo that no-. 


eſcription of time can make laws to re- 
rain his power, having paſled his word, 


and raiſed up Lazarus, who was but as one 


grain of ſeed in reſpect of all Poſterity. 

4- Feſus wept over Lazarus, thereby 
to. weep over us all. Our evils were la- 
mentable, and could never ſufficiently be 
deplored, without opening a fountain of 
tears within heaven, and within the eyes 
of the Son of God. This is juſtly the river 


which comes from that place of all pleaſure - 


to water Paradice. How could thoſe hea- 
venly tears come from any other than the 
place of all delight, ſince they tfſued from 
- a brain and from eyes which were united 
to the divinity ? And how ſhould they not: 


water Paradice fince for ſo many ages they 


have flowed over the Church for produ- 
cing the fruits of juſtice. The balm of E- 
gypt could not grow without water of 
that well which was commonly called the 
fountain of Jefus: becauſe the bleſſed virgin 
had there- waſhed the Cloaths of her dear 
Son: And we have no Odour of virtue, 
nor good converſation, (which is not di- 

rectly 
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rely barren) except it be endued with 
the merit of our Sayiours Tears. 


Aſpirations, 


Eyesof my Saviour, from whence the 
Sun receives his cleareſt light : fair 
Eyes, which only deſerve eternal joyes 
and delights, Why ſhould you this day 
be moiſtned with Tears ? Thou didſt give 
me (QO only love of my heart) the blood 
of thy ſoul before thou ſhedſt that of thy 
body. There are ſo many things to make * 
me weep, and I feel them ſo little, that if 
thy tears do.not weep for me, I ſhall a 
wayes be miſerable. - Water then (O my 
ſweet Maſter) the barrenneſs of my Soul 
from that fountain. of bleſſing, which I - 
have opened within: thine eyes and heart: - 
I have opened it by my fins, and letit I + 
beſeech thee, bleſs me by thine infſmite. - 
mercies, . 
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The Goſpel upon Saturday The 


tourth vveek 1n Lent, 
St. John 8. 


Upon our Saviours words, I am theiglt 
of the World. 


| Nx Gain therefore Jeſus fpake to them, ſay- 

mr, I am the light of the world, he 

that followeth me, walketh rot in darkneſs, 

tut ſhall have the light of Life. The Phari- 

ſees therefore ſaid to him,. T hou giveſt Teſti- 
mony of thy ſelf, thy teſtimony is not true. 

Jeſ, —- ke _ £4d ſind to Trung Ouch Ia) 

ve teſtimony of my ſelf, my teſt1mony 1s true 

| La: I kxow whence I came, and whether 
TI go: But you know not whence 1 came, or 

whether I go. You judge according to the * 

fleſh, I do not judg any man. And if I do 
judo, my judgment 15 true, becauſe: 1 am 
not alone, tut I and he that ſent me, the Fa- 

ther. And in your Law it 1s written, that 
the Teſtimony of two men is true. I ambe 
that grve Teſtimony of my ſelf : And he that 
ſent me, the Father, giveth Teſtimony of me. 
They ſaid therefore to him, Where is thy Fa- 
* ther ? | Jeſus anſwered, Nether me do you 
k;;ow, r:0r my Father : If you did kiow me, 


perhaps 
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perhaps you might know my Fathcr alſo. Theſe 
words Teſus fake inthe Treaſury, teaching 
n the Temple, and no man apprehended him, 
becauſe his. hour was not yet come. 


Abralities. 

I, Here is in the bleſſed7r:inity,a come 

municating light, to which no- 
thing 1s communicated : another light, 
which is communicative and communica- 
ted: and a third light, which is commu- 
nicated, but not communicating. The firſt 
is the: heavenly Father, who gives, but 
takes nothing. The ſecond is that of the 
Son, who:takes from his Father & glves to 
the holy Ghoſt all that.can be given. The 
third is the holy Ghoſt, which receives e- 
qnally from the Father andthe Son, and 
doth produce nothing in the Trinity. But 
Teſus illuminating from all eternity, this 


{tate (for ever to be adored) did vouchſafe- ' 


to deſcend into the Country .of our.dark- 
neſs, to ſcatter it. by his brightneſs.. It 
is he that hath thrown down the- Croco- 
diles and Bars from profane Altars:: wha 
hath broken ſo. many Idols; who hath 6- 
verthrown ſo many Temples of the Adul- 
terers, and.murdering gods, to plant.the 
bonours of his heavenly Father. He. hath 
inveſted the world, during ſo.many 2865, 
wit 
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with the ſhining of his face. - He doth not 
ceaſe to give light, nor to kindle in our 
hearts many Inſpirations, which are like 
ſo many Stars to conduct ns to the foun- 
tain of all our happineſs. You are very 
blind if you do not ſee this, and much 
more miſerable if you deſpiſe it. 

2. It is moſt dangerous to do as the 
Jews did, to ſpake every day tothe light, 
and yet love their own darkneſs. Screech- 
owls find holes and nights to keep them- 
ſelves from day, which they cannot abide. 
But he that flies from the face of God, 
where can he find darkneſs enough to hide 
himſelf? When he ſhall be within thegulf 
of fin, his own conſcience will light up a 
thonſand Torches to ſee his puniſhments. 
It is the worſt of all miſchief, to pay for 
the contempt of the fountain of 1ight by 
ſuffering eternal-darkneſs. 

3. Let ns behold the converſation of 
Jeſns Chriſt as a Sea-mark, ftickt all over 
with lights : his life gives teſtimony of 
his SanCtity : his miracles publiſh his pow- 
er; his law declares his infinite Wiſdom, 
his SanCtity gives us an example to imf- © 
tate;hisPower gives the ſtrength ofAntho- 
rity, to make him the more readily obey- 
ed; and from his wiſdom, faith is given 
us to regulate and govern our belief. 

Ahſpi« 
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O My Lord Jeſus, the ſpirit of all 
beauties, and the moſt vifible of all 
lights, what do the eyes of my ſoul, if they 
be not always buſied in'the contemplation 
of thy brightneſs. When 1 find thou art 
departed from me, methinks I am buried 
within my ſel, and that my ſoul is no- 
thing elſe, but a Sepulchre of terrours, 
phantombs and deaths ; but when thou 
returneſt by thy viſits and conſolations, I 
am cheerfully revived, and my heart leaps 
in thy preſence, as a Child rejoyceth at 
ſight of his dear Nurs. O Light of lights, 
which doſt illuminate man coming” into 
this world, I will contemplate thee at the 
Sun-rifing above all Creatures. I will fol- 
low thee with mineeyes all the day long, 
and I will not leave thee at Sun-ſetting, 
for there is nothing can be 1n value near 
like thee. It belongs only to thee (O Sun 
of my ſoul) to ariſe at all hours, and to 
give light at midnight, as well as at noon- 


day. 


The 
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The Goſpel upon Paſſion - Sunday 
St. John the 8. 


Upon theſe words, Who can accuſe me 
of ſin. 

X T7 Hich. of you ſhall argue me of ſin ? 
vV If I ſay the verity, why do you not 
believe me? He that is of God, heareth the 
words of God : Therefore you hear. not, be- 
cauſe you are not of God, - The TJewes there- 
fore. anſwered and ſaid to him, Do not we 
ſay well, that thou art a Samaritan, and 
haſt a Devil ? TFeſus anſwered, I have no 
Devil: But I do honour my Father, and you 
have diſhonoured me. But I ſeek_not mine 
own glory. There is that ſeeketh and Fuds- 
eth.. Amen, Amen,. 1 ſay to yeu, if an 
man keep my word, he ſhall not ſee death 
for ever. The Jewes therefore ſaid, now we 
bave known that thou haſt a Devil, Abraham 
is dead, and the Prophets ; and thou ſayeſt , 
:f any nan keep my word, he: ſhall nit taſte 
death for ever. Why, art thou greater than 
cur Father . Abraham wo is dead ? And the 
Prophets are dead, whom doeſt thon make 
thy ſelf ? TFeſus anſwered, If I do glorify 
my ſelf, my glory is nothing. It is my Fa- 
ther that glorifieth me, whom you ſay that 
be is your God, and you have not kyonn __ 
'Bf 
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but I know him. And if I ſhall ſay that 1 
k»ow him not, IT ſhall be like to you, a Liar : 
But. I do know him, and do keep bis Word, 
Abraham your Father rejoyced that he might 
ſee my day, and he ſam, and was glad. The 
Jews therefore ſaid to him, Thou haſt not yet 
fifty years, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? 
Jeſus ſaid to them, Amen, Amen, 1 ſaid to 
you, before that Abraham was made, T1 am. 
T hey tcok ſtones therefore to caſt at him. But 
Jeſus bid himſelf, and went out of the Tem- 
ple, 


Morales. 


"| þ Le Saviour of the world being re- 

 folved to ſuffer deathas the Prieſt 
of his own Sacritice, and ſacrifice of his 
Prieſthood, ſhews that it is an effect of 
his mercy,and not a ſuffering for any fault. 
He doth advance the ſtandard of the Croſs 
(which was the puniſhment of guilty per- 
ſons) but he brought with him innocency, 
which is the mark of Saints: He honours 
it with his dolours, and ſacrifices it with 
his blood, to glorify it in the eſtimation 
of all the juſt, He is without ſpot, , and 
capable to take out all-ſtains, by his infi- 
nite fanCtity : and yet he ſuffered-as a ſin- 
ner, to blot out all our ſins; It is in this 
ſuffering 


1.61 . | 
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ſuffering he would have us all imitate him. 
He doth not require us to make a heayen, 
nor ſtars, nor to enlarge the ſea, or to 
make the earth firm; but to make our 
ſelves holy as he is holy (according to our 
capacity.) And this we may gain by his 
favour, which he hath by his own nature. 
No man 1s worthy to ſuffer with Jeſus, 
who doth not purify himſelf by the ſuf- 
fering of Jeſus. 1f we ſuffer in fin, we 
carry the Crols of the bad Thief. We mult 
carry the Croſs of Jeſus, and conſecrate 
our Tribulations by our own Virtues. 

2, It is ſaid that the venemous ſerpent 
called a Bſilis. (which kills both men and 
beaſts by his peſtiJent breath) kills. himſelf 
when he ſees a lookin; glaſs, by the very 
refle ton of his own Poiſon. The Jews 
do here the very ſame; They come about 
this great mirrour of Sanity,which car- 
ried all the glory of the living God ; he 
caſts his beams upon them ; but envy, the 
mother of murder, (which kills it ſelf one- 
Iy by the rayes of golden arrows) makes | 
them dart out venemous words to diſhon- - 
our him : Yet his incomparable, vertues 
kills them, without loſing any of his own 
brightneſs; to teach us, that the beaut 
of innocency is the beſt buckler againſt all 


flanders. Though it ſeem to be gn 
or 
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for a time, yet her brightneſs will there- 
by become more lively : For it is a Star 
which the blackeſt vail of night cannot 
darken. . | 

3. Abraham did rejoyce at this day of 
God, two thouſand years before it was 
manifeſted to the world : All the Patri- 
arks did long after it ; and did anticipate 
their felicities by the purity of their 
thoughts. This bleſſed day hath been reſer- 
ved for us, and yet many of us deſpiſe it. 
We ſo much love the day of man, that by 
the force of too much love to it, We for- 
get the love of God. We ſhould, and 
muſt contemn thoſe periſhing days of 
worldly honours and pleaſures which are 
covered with eternal night, that we may 
partake the eternity of that beautiful day 
which ſhall never have evening. 


Aſpirations. 


Oo God of Purity, in whoſe preſence 
the Angels (raviſhed with admi- 
ration ) do cover their Faces with their 
Wings, and have.no ſweeter extaſies, 
than the admiration of thy Beauty : The 
Stars are not pure enough before thy re- 
doubted Majeſty. The Sun beholds thee 
as the true Authour of -his Light. Tm 
only 
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only canſt purifie all humane kind, by a 
ſanctity which ſpreads it ſelf over all ages. 
Alas, I am confounded to ſee my ſinful 
ſon] ſo often dyed black with ſo many 
itains, and beaſtly ordures, before thoſe 
moſt pure beams of thy Glory. Waſh, O 
waſh again out all which diſpleaſeth thee. 
Regenerate in my heart a ſpirit that. ſhall 
be worthy thy ſelf. How ſhall I follow 
thee to mount C-lvary, if 1 be purſued 
with ſo many ill habits,which I have often 
deteſted before thine eyes, ? How canl go 
in company with the firſt and greateſt of 
all Saints, drawing after me ſo many ſins ? 
'The encreaſe of my offences wonld multi- 

ly thy croſles : I will therefore do my 

{t to drown all my imperfetions within 
thy blood. I will procure light to my 
nights (by that- bright and beautifull day 
which Avraham ſaw) from that glorious 
day which took beginning from thy 
Croſſe. I will no more care for the day 
of.man, that may the better apply my 
felf to the day of God. — 


for Lent, is; 


The Goſpel upon Munday the fifth 
Week in Lent, St. John 7. 


Teſus ſaid-to the Phariſees, 'You ſhall ſeek 
and not find me : and he that is thirſty 
let him come to- me. 


-A Nd the Princes and Phariſees ſent 
& Miniſters to apprehend him. Teſus 
therefore ſaid to'them : Tet a little time am 
I with you, and 1 go to him that ſent me: 
you ſeek, me, and ſhall not find ; and where 
I am, you cannot come. The Jews therefore 
ſaid among themſelves, whether will this 
man goe, that we ſhall not find him ? will 
he goe into the diſperſion of the Gentiles, and 
teach the Gentiles : what 1s this ſaying, that 
he hath ſaid ? You ſhall ſeek, me, and ſhall 
mot find: and where I am, you cannot 
Come, 

And in the laſt, the great day of the feſti= 
vity, Feſus ſtood, and cryed, ſayings,” If any 
man thirſt, let him come to me and drinks 
He .that believeth in me, as the Scripture 
ſaith, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
living water. And this he ſaid of the 
Spirzt that they ſhould receive, which belit- 
ved in him, [1-904 


Mor a- 


® 
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Moralities, 


I. Ake for your comfort, this excel- 

lent word of our Saviour : he that 
is thirſty, and deſires in this world to 
thirſt after God, let him come unto me, 
and he ſhall quench his thirſt at the chief- 
eſt Fountain. St. Auguſtine ſaith, we are 
all here as David was inthe Deſart of Idu- 


mea : OurLite is a perpetual alteration 


which will never be ſetled while we live. 
If we be weary, we deſire Reſt; and if we 
reſt over long, our bed becomes trouble- 
{ome, though it ſhould be allof Roſes. Then 
again, we thirſt to be in ation and buſi- 
neſs, which alſo in a ſhort time tires us, 
and puts us into another alteration ; and 
that carries us again to a deſire to do no- 
thing. All our life goeth like Perelopres 
web, what one hour effects, the next de- 
ſtroyes. We do ſufficiently perceive that 
we are not well inthis world : It is alarge 
bed, but very troubleſome, wherein every 
man ſtirs and tumbles himſelf up and 
down, but no man can here attain to his 

perfect happineſs. | 
2. This ſhews us plainly that we are 
made for God, and that we ſhould thirſt 
after divine things, if we deſire trne can- 
tentment. 


» 
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-tentment. There is no default in him, be- 
cauſe all that can be deſired is there, & yet 
there is no ſuperfluity, becauſe there can 
be nothing beyond him. There only we 
abound vvithout neceſſity, vve are aſlured 
without fear,& glorious vvithout change. 
And it is there only vyhere vve find all our 
ſatisfaCtions perfeCtly accompliſhed. For 
to ſpeak truth, contentment conſiſteth in 
four principal things; vvhich are, to have 
a contenting Object ; to have a heart ca-- 
pable to apprehend it; to feel a ſtrong 
inclination tot, and to enter-into an abſo- 
lute full poſſeſſion of it. Now God hath 
provided for all this by his infinite bounty. 
He vvill not have us affect any other ob- 
ject of pleaſure.but his own. He is God, 
and therefore can have nothing but God 
for his ſatisfaction, and intends graciouſly 
- | that vve ſhall have the ſame. Hevvill have 
| us thirſt after him, and quench our thirſt 
vvithin himſelf: and to this, our foul is 
ſingularly diſpoſed ; for as God is a Spi- 
rit, {0 is-our {foul only ſpiritual. We have 
ſo ſtrong an inclination to love God, that: 
even Qur vices themſelves (vyithout think- 
ing vyhat they do) love ſomwhat of God. 
For if pride affett greatneſs, there can be 
nothing ſo great as the Monarch of it. If 
Juxury love pleaſure, God containeth all 
pure . 
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pure delights' in his boſome: and this 
which I ſay may be verified of all fins what- 
ſoever. If the preſence of a right object, 
and the enjoyning be wanting, we have 
nothing ſo preſent as God. St. Pax! ſaith 
we are all within him, within him we live, 
and within him we have the fountain of 
all our motions : we ſee him through all 
his creatures untill he take off the vail, 
and fo let us fee him, and taſte of his Glo- 
ry. | 
3. Atrue and perfect way to make us 
thirſt after God, is to forſake the burn- 
ing thirſt which we have after bodily and 
worldly goods : Our ſoul and fleſh go in 
the ſeveral ſcales of a'Ballance, the riſing 
of one, pulls down the other : It is a 
having two wives, for ns to think we can 
place our delights in God, and withall 
enjoy all worldly contentments. A man 
muſt” have a conſcience free from earthly 
matters, to receive the infuſion of grace 
we muſt paſs by Calvary,-before we can 
come to Tabor; and firſt taſte gall with 
Jeſus, before :we can taſte that hony-comb 
which he took after his reſurrection, 


1 Aſpi 
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Aſpirations, 


» = 
4 


God, true God of my ſalvation, My 

heart. which feeleth it ſelf moved 
with an affectionate zeal, thinks always 
upon thee, and in thinking, finds an ear- 
neſt thirſt after thy beauties, which heats 
my veiris. My ſoul is all conſumed, and 
I find that my fleſh it ſelf inſenſibly follow- 
eth the violence of my ſpirit. 1am here as 
within the deſarts of Africa, ina barten 
world, the drought whereof makes it a 
direct habitation for dragons. O my God, 
I am tormented with this flame, and yet 
I cheriſh it more then my ſelf. Will there 
be no good Lazarus found to dip the end 


of his finger within the fountain of the 


higheſt heaven, a little to alay the burn- 
ing of my thirſt. Do not tell me (O-my 
dear Spouſe) that there is a great Chaos 
between thee and me; Thou haſt already 
paſſed it in coming to me by thy bounty : 
and wilt not thou lift me up then by thy 
mercy, ' 
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The..Soſpel upon Tucihud the 
fifth week in Lent, Sk, Joby a.\ 


' Jeſus went not into Fewry, becauſe the 
Jews had a purpoſe to take away his life. 


"= Frer theſe things Jeſus walked into 
Galilee : For he would not walk into 
Fewry, becauſe the Fews ſought to kill him. 
And the Feſtival day of the fews Scenope- 
gia was at hand. And his brethren Vid 


to him, Paſs from hence arid go into Fury, 
that thy Diſciples *alſo may f- thy works 
which thou doſt. For no man doth an 


p-blick: If thou do theſe things, manifeſt 
thy ſelf to the world : For neither ajd hts 
brethren believe in him: Jeſus therefore 
faith to them ; My timt is not yet come : 
But your time 1s always tg 4 I he world 
carinct hate you, but me 1t_hateth, becauſe 
I vive teſtimony of it that the works thereof 
are evil. Go you up to this feſtrill day, 1 go 
not up to this feſtival day, becauſe my time is 
2.0t yet accompliſhed. , 
When he bad ſaid theſe things, himſelf 
tarried in Galilee : But after his brethren 
were gen up, then he alſo wert up to the 
Feſtival 


' 


— 


thing in ſecret, and ſeeketh himſelf to bein 
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E ival d . 20t 0 ply, but as it were in ſe- 
= The Jews Aerefive Joughg 1m in- the 
feſtival day, and faid, Where ts he ? And 
there. was much — in the multitude 
of him : For certain ſaid, that he is good © 
nd others ſaid, No, but he ſeduceth the 
multitudes : yet no man ſpake openly of hin 
for fear of the Fews. 


Moryalities. 


t. TEſus hides himfelf in this. Goſpel 

ÞB (as the Sun within a cloud) to 
ſhew himſelf at his own time: to: teach 
us*that all the ſecrets of our life confiſt- 
eth in well concealmg; and welldiſcover- 
ing our ſelves. He did' conceal the life 
which he took from” nature, when he 
might have been born a perfeft man as 
well as Adam, and yet did he hide him- 


ſelf in the hay of a baſe Stable. He con- 


cealeth his life of Grace, difſemblin 
under filence ſo many great 
divine vertues, as if he had lockt up the 
Stars under lock and key, as holy Job 
ſaith. He keeps ſecret his life of Glory, 
retaining for thirty three years the light 
of his Soul, which ſhould without inter- 
miſfion, have glorified and caſt a divine 
brightneſs upon his _ But _ | 
2 e 
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he concealed himſelf, the. Stars: diſco- 
vered him at his birth ; the Sun at his 
death: .all the Elements did then confeſs 
him, and all creatures gave teſtimony. of 
his divinity. 

2. We-ſhould--be well known of God, 
if we did not 4o curiouſly inquire. into 
the knowledge of the world. Vanity at 
this day opens all her gates to manifeſt 
. divers men to -the world, who ſhould 
btherwiſe be buried in obſcurity and 
darkneſs. ' It maketh fome appear by the 
loxurious exceſs of their apparrel, .as ſo 
many fale creatures, whoſe heads being 
high and coſtly dreſt. up); go'to:the mar- 
ket of idle love. Others. by. the riches 
and pomps-of..thei- world, others by ho- 
nours and dignities, ..others by. the ſpi- 
rit of induſtry,-and. others by the deeds 
of arms and policy. Every one ſets out 
himſelf to be 'ſeen and eſteemed 1n the 
world. It ſeemeth; that lite 1s made for 
neghing;but to be ſhewed, and: that we 
ſhould always live, for that which makes 
us die. - We area kind of walking ſpirits 
which return late to our lodgings : But 
yet nevertheleſs giving our ſelves 10 
continually to, the world, methinks we 
ſhould: at leaſt ſtay with ourſelves every 


day-one ſhort hour. -It 1s ſaid that the 
Pellican 
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Pelliean hides her "eggs, and that they 
muſt be ſtollen from her, to make them + 
diſcloſe : But vanity is an egg which all 


the 'world hatcheth under her wings, - ! 


and none are willing to forſake it. 

3. If it be needfut to ſhew your ſelf to 
the' world, be then known by your ver- 
tues, which'are characters of the divinity. - 
Let men know you by your :2ood exam- - 
ples, which are the ſeeds of eternity, and - : 
of all fair ations. You mult. be known 
by your almes and bounty, which are 
the ſteps with God, left imprinted in this 
world. If you mult riſe to honours and 
dignities, take them as inſtruments off ' 
holineſs: and be not powerful, but to bs 
more obliged to-do good by ſo being, - 


i. - - 


Aſpirations, 


O God which did conceal thy ſelf, how 
comes it - about, that I delire 10 
much to he ſeen, and make my ſelf 
known/to the world ? '\What! can-I dif-' 
cover if I ſhew that which-b am, but on- 
ly fin, vanity, miſery, and_ inconltancy, 
which make the four Elements of my | 
life ? To what ſerves this itch of ſeeing, 


. but only to receive into our eyes "the: 


teeds of curioſity ? *Why do we eovet [24 
WV I 3 


'- face ? Let me (O moſt beloved of my 
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be ſo much ſeen, but to expoſe our ſelves 
tovanity, and to carry a Torch in a blaſt 
of wind ? Alas (O merciful Lord) I 
have yery long lived for my ſelf, and for 
the eyes of the world, when ſhall I begia 
to live for thee ? Shall I never ſee thoſe 
happy moments of. my life, which will 
receive light only from the day of thy 


rt) be blind to all the world, ſo that 
may have eyes for thee. If the condi- 
tion of my eſtate muſt needs ſhew me to 
the: world, let it be to give it part of thy: 
light, withont receiving any part of that 
darkneſs which covereth it. Let me be 
in the world to do good, but let me dwell, | 
in thee, as withia the fountain-of all 
goodneſs. 


The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the fifth 
week in Lent, Saint John the 10th, 


The Jews ſaid, If thou -be the Meſlias, 
tell us plainly. [-- 


'-A Nd the Dedication was in Fernſalem, 
and-it was Winter © and Feſus walk: 
ed in the Temple in Solomons Porch. The 
Tews therefore compaſſed him round about, 

Ac and 
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ſanttified and ſent into the world, 4 You, 
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. and ſaid to him, How long doſt thou hold 


owr Soul in Suſpence ? If thou be Chriſt, tell 
us openly. TFeſus anſwered them, I ſpeak, 
to you, and you b:lieve not. The works 
that I do in the Name of my Father, they 
give teſtimony of me. But you do not be- 
lieve, becauſe you are not of my Sheep. My 
ſheep hear my woyce, and 1 know them, 
and they follow ms, and 1 give them te 
everlaſting, and they ſhall rot periſh for e- 
ver, aud no man ſhall plu k, them out of 
my hand. My Father, that which he bath 
rven me, 1s greater than all ; and no man 
can fluth, them out of the hand of my Fa- 
ther ; 1 and the Father are one. 
The Fews took. up ftones to ſtone him. Je- 


ſus anſwered them, Many good works 1 


bave ſhewed you from my Father, for 
which of thoſe works do you ſtone me + The 
Fews anſwered him, For a good work, we 


ſtone thee not, but for blaſphemy ; and be- 


cauſe thou being a man, makeſt thy ſelf 
God. Teſus anſwered them : Is ut mt 


written in your Law, that 1 ſaid, you are 


Gods ? If be called them Gods to whom: the 
word of God was made, and the Scripture 
cannot be broken : Whom the Father hath 


That thou blaſphemeſt, becauſe '1 
am the Son of God ? If 1 do not the..uonbs 


of 
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of ny Father, telieve me not. But if I ao, 
and if you will not believe me, believe the 
works, that you” may know and believe that the 
Father is in me, and I in the Father. 


AMyralities. 


1. He Woolfs encompaſs the good 
Shep-heard,counterfeiting Lambs, 
todraw truth out of his mouth which they 
would perſecute. They reſembled a cer- 
tain Plant which carrieth the name and 
ſhape of a Lamb, but hath a contrary ſub- 
ſtance and different qualities, for It is ra- 
venons as a wolf, and deyours all the herbs 
which grow about it. So are there many 
who doinſinuate themſelvs into the friend- 
ſhip of good men, by fair (but counters 
feit) reſpects, to the end that afterward 
they may be made the object of their cru- 
elty. Thoſe men look after the Meſlias in 
the Porch of Solomon,as Herod ſought after 
him in the manger, not to adore, but to 
kill him. Their mouth carries honey when 
their heart hatcheth poiſon : but nothing 
is unknown to God, from whom hell it ſelf 
7 not darkneſs enongh to hide it 
elf.. 

= 2. Jeſas knows his flock, and his flock 
reciprocally knows him, and in that _ 
: ITS 
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ſiſts all onr happineſs, to know God ;, ani 
to be known of him. The chiefeſt of 
wiſdom, is to know him, and to be known 
by him, and to be written in the Book" of 
life, which is the laſt and chiefeſt of alkte- 
hcittes. It-is true, that he knows all things 
by the knowledge of aclear.intelligence ; 
which ſerves the wicked only to diſcover 
plainly their crimes : whereas he knows 
the-juſt by a ſcience of favour and appro- 
bation, which indeed is eternal predeſti- 
nation. If we be unknown to God, we mnuſt 
make” onr” ſelves known to him by ſome 
good vertue, which doth not depend on- 
ly npon .ns. The firſt beam 1s of pre- 
venient grace, and our.vocation to chriſtt- 
anity, which is part of our predeſtination, 
and is not at all within our power,, WE 
have not” been eleCfted, becaute we* have 
believed in God, by our own forces ; but 
we believe, becauſe we have been'eletted. 
The firſt knowledge comes purely from 
God, bnt it is in us by his' grace to'purſne 
this firſt light, and to advance, opr pre- 
deſtination to glory, by forcing our ſelves 
to know him perfectly, who hath known + 
us ſo liberally. 

3. Jeſus will not be known ſingly by - # 
his words, but by his works. Our words - 
mult agree with our good actions, as the” * 
l5 needle--- 


Fs 
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Deedle of a clock agrees with the ſprings. 
When we have heard, or read ſome good 
doctrine; that Sermon, or reading, muſt 
paſs into our manners. It is ſurely a ſtrange 
thing, that many imploy that: leiſure to 
know much, and yet will not ſpend ſome 
conſiderable time, to make themſelves 
good Chriſtians, We muſt be Philoſo- 
phers more by imitating the example of 


| * God, then by any curious enquiry of his 


greatneſs. Our Chriſtianity teacheth 
us, that we ſhould be more Knowing 
and $kilfull in the practiſe of. our life, 
then of our tongue and that we are 
rather made to perform great actions, 
then to ſpeak them. We muſt have a 
ſpecial care that our hands do not give 
our mouth the lie. What can we gain 
(in the judgement of God) by being like 
thoſe trees, which have a fair outſide, gar- 
niſhed with leaves, yet good for nothing 
but to give a ſhadow, and to make a little 
noiſe when the wind blows ? God requires 
af us fruit, ſince he is the father. of all 
ſertility, and nothing is barren in the land. 
of the living. 


——— 
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Aſpirations, 


My God, Iknow thee, becauſe thou 

was firſt pleaſed to know me; Thou 
haſt known me by thy goodneſs, and I 
will do my beſt to know thee, that -- 
I may obtain all happineſs. O that I . 
might know that my Name 1s written in 
the book of life, and alſo know the life - 
which I may poſſeſs within the heart of 
Jeſus in which ſo many lives do live. O - 
how ſhould I then find my ſpirit raviſhed - 
in thoſe beautiful Ideas of glory? Fix thine -- 
eyes on me(O Lord)and thou ſhalt thereby -. 
bring me to the fountain of all happineſs. -- - 
The Father hath given me to thee, and * 
I am the conqueſt of my precious blood ; 
Suffer not a Soul to be taken away from #4 
thee, which hath coſt thee ſo many ſweats - - 
and ſufferings. I am thine by ſo many - 
Titles, that I will be no more mine own, 
but only to have the right of renouncing 
that which I am, and' to eſtabliſh *what * © 
ſhall be thine in this little Kingdom: of -+: 
of my heart, 
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The Goſpel upon Thurſday the '; 
b- 4 fifth week in Lent, S. Luke 7. | 
| 


Upon S. Mary Magdalens waſhing our 
SAviours feet in the Phariſees houſe. 


' A Id one of the Phariſees deſired him to | 

A cat with him. And he being entred 

* © *'antothe kouſe of the. Phariſee, he Tor avwn 
7a meat. And behold, a woman that was | 
11 the City, a ſinner, as ſbe knew that he 
fate down in the Phariſees bouſe, ſhe brought 
an” Alabaſter box of ointment ; and banding 
behind, beſide his feet, ſhe began to water |\ 
bis feet with tears, and wiped Sow with the | 
hairs of her head, and kiſſed his feet, and 
anointed them with oyntment. And the | 

.. Phariſee that had bid him, ſeeing it, ſpake © 

within himſelf, ſayinzg, This man, if he 
were a Prophet, would know certes who and 
what manner of Woman ſhe is which toucheth l 
him, that ſhe is a ſinner. And Teſus anſ= 
mering, ſaid to him, Simon, I have ſome- | 
what to ſay unto thee. But he ſaid, Maſt- 
er, ſay. A certain creditour had two deb- 
tors, one did owe five hundred pence, and the 
cther fifty : they having not wherewith to 

pw pay, Le forgave beth, whether therefore 

| doth 
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doth love him more ? Simon anſwering ſaid, 
I ſuppoſe that he to whom he forgave more. 
But he ſaid to him, Thou haſt judged rightly. 
And turning to the woman, he [ad unto $1- 
mon, Doeſt thou ſee this woman ? I entred 
into thy houſe, water to my feet thou didſt 
not give : but ſhe with tears hath watered 
my fon, and with her hairs hath wiped them. 
Kiſs thou gaveſt me not ; but ſhe, ſince I 
came in, hath not ceaſed to kiſs my feet. 
With oyl thou didſt not anoint my head : but 
he with ointment hath anointed my feet. 


- For the which I ſay to thee, many ſims are 


forgiven her, becauſe ſhe hath loved much. 
But to whom leſs is forgiven, he loveth 
leſs. And he ſaid to her, Thy ſins are 
forgiven thee. And they that. ſate together 
at the table, began ta ſay withjn ils, ar 
Who is. this that alſo forgrwveth fins, * And he 
ſaid to the woman, Thy faith hath made 
thee ſafe, Go in peace. 


AMoralities. © ENF 


Ii.C Aint Mary Magaalen is: under the * 
feet of Jeſus Chriſt, as is that 
work of Saphires (mentioned in Exo- - 
dus ) under the feet of God. It is is a 
work wrought by the right hand of. the 
Higheſt, the wonder of. women, | the % 
| moſt -* 
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moſt happy of all lovers ; who made 
profit of fin, which deſtroy all; who 
fanctified that love, which fo little knew 
the way to any ſanCtity. This is the 
fountain mentioned in the Book of He- 


fſter, in the viſion of Maraochens;, A foun- +. 


tain which became a River, and after 
changes it felf into the Sun, which 
gives beams and ſhowres at one inſtant. 
She is a fountain at the Phariſees table, 
ſhe is a River in her ſolitary grove, ſhe 
is a Sun both in Paradiſe, and in that 
great exaltation, wherein the Catholick 
Church now beholds her. Being now 
in glory, ſhe doth not yet forbear to 0- 
pen fountains of tears, (by imitati- 
on of her) within the Souls of repen- 
tant- ſinners, of whom inceffantly ſhe 
ocures-the converſion. Happy 1s that 
eart which is pierced with the 'imita- 
tion of her vertues, thereby-to gain ſome 
part of her crowns. 
— 2, Every thing 1s admirable in her 
converſion : A finner wounded with 
tove, cures her ſelf by love. She chan- 
ges the fire of Babylon, into that: of Fe- 
raſalem, She placks out of her wound 
the venemous dart: of worldlylove, to 
* - make large room for the arrows of Jeſus, 
-» which pierce her heart; and at _ 
E210 ant 
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ſtant make a harmony of heavenly paſlio 
within the bottom of her Soul, Aro holds 
the wound dearer than lite, and goes 
ſtraight to her conquerour to deſire death, 
or increaſe of love. 

3. She appears. moſt ingenious in her 
affections, to. provide no water where- 
with to waſh her Maſters feet, ſince ſhe 
could draw it ſo fitly out of her own 
eyes. This was the water which Jeſus 
did thirſt after, when'he asked of the: 
Samaritan woman ſome to drink ; But 
the poor woman was ſo aſtoniſhed, that. 
ſhe forſook her pitcher, and forgot that 
which Jeſus asked. Now the holy Ad4ag- 
dalen brings her eyes to: the Phariſees 
table, as 6 veſlels full of Chriſtal was 
ter, which was - of that pure ftream 
which comes from the holy Lamb. Heas 
ven is wont to water the earth, -but 
here the earth waters Heaven. A Sout 
which was before black, and burat up 
with the fire of Concupiſence, pro- 
vides a. fountain, for the King, of -high- 
eſt Heaven. She draws tears from 
ſins, to make them become the joys of 
Paradiſe. 

4. She ſanCtifies all that which was 
eſteemed moſt-' prophane. Her hairs, 
which were”. The nets wherein ſo many 
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captive Souls did ſigh under the yoke 
of wanton Love, are now (as the en- 
ſignes and ſtandards of wicked ' Cup: ) 
trampled - under- the feet of her Con- 
verour. Thoſe kiſſes, which -carried 
the poyſon of a- luxurious paſſion in her 
heart, do now breath from her nothing 
but the delicacies of chaſtity. Her plea- 
ſing odours which were before vowed 
to ſenſuality, are now become the 
ſweeteſt exhalations from that Amber- 
oyl which brings -an odoriferous per- 
fume -to Jeſus Chriſt. She brings with 
her Aromatick ſpices, to burn her ſelf 
at the mountain of her Sun; who makes 
himſelf her Prieſt, her Advocate and 
Brideman. | 

5. She -had -gained' the 'great-- jubilee; 
and ' was aſſured of it by the word of the 
eternal-Bifſhop ; and yet during all the 
reſt - of her life, ſhe practiſed - upon -her 
ſelf a ſanCtified revenge, and her pe- 
nance never ends, - but with her life ; 
to confound our--coldnefs, who know 
ſo little what it 1s to -bewail -a ſin. She 
- 1s as timerous in- the aflwrance © of her 
pardon, as we are ſecure at the ap- 
proach of Gods juſtice. No body 
could be ſo patient, and ſo conſtant in 
| her love, -but ſhe that had a holy emus» 
- lation 
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lation toward heavenly charity. It is 
her perſeverance which draws to the 
earth a perfeft Copy of that life (with- 
out limit) which the bleſſed Souls ' en- 
joy in heaven. It is ſhe alone to whom 
eternity was then given, becauſe ſhe had 
power to offer repentant frailty toeter- 
nity it ſelf. 


Aſpirations 


Upon Saint Mary Magdalens great 
Repent ance. | 


Jeſus my :Conquerour, and my So- 
vm Biſhop, - thou art pleaſed 
to be ſatisfied of thy unworthy ſervant, 
but I am not yet content with my ſelf. 
No, no, 'my life and - penance ſhall 
end together, ſince I have loſt that which 
ſhould never have been ſeparated from 
my body, before the ſeparation of my 
Soul.' And fince-I cannot: enter chaſt 
into my grave, I. will now go repen- 
tant into an obſcure and ſavage Cave, 
where the Sun ſhall ſhine no-more upor 
a head ſo ſinful as mine. Mine eyes 
(O mine eyes) who have firſt receiv- 
ed that fire which hath ſo paſſionately 
devoured my Soul, I will make you | 
| iml- , 
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imitate the pond of Heſcbor, and ſoon- 
er ſhall thoſe two fountains be dryed 
up, which ſerve the ſtreams -of Jordan, 
than you ſhall want water to waſh the 
ſteps of your Concupiſcences. I will 
have that neck (which hath ſuffered 
i. ſelf to be embraced by unlawful 
Arms) held under the yoke of him 
that hath overcome me, and ſo hap- 
pily ſubjected me to his empire. Theſe 
arms and hands which have been the 
chains of wanton embracements, ſhall 
henceforth for ever be lifted .up to hea- 
ven 1n prayer, and they ſhall have no 
other Altars but the feet of my Lord 
and. Maſter, if I dare think my ſelf wor- 
" thy to kiſs them. This mouth which 
hath been the gate of unchaſtity, ſhall 
now become-a Temple of ; Pral- 
fes. And this heart which hath bi 
2 burning furnace of worldly love, ſhall 
| be a burning Lamp of holy affections 
before- God ;, and ſhall have no other 
oyl to maintain it, but that water 
which ſhall be  drawa from mine eyes. 
| O my God, ſince I have fo betrayed 
t” my heart, abuſed my youth, ſpent pro- 
digally thy Treaſures, and made crowns 
to Baz! out of thy Silver; ſince I have 


forſaken thee who art eternal, - un- 
change- 
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changeable, and incomparable Good- 
neſs, (without whom all other goods 
are nothing to follow a wanton fire) which 
hath brought me to the brim of an ever- 
laſting Precipice; where ſhall I find ſuf- 
ficient Tearsto waſh my Offences? Where 
ſhall I find enow parts of my Body to be 
continually Offered up as a Sacrifice of 
my Repentance? I would make my 
Life Immortal, to have my paias ſo 
laſting, and if thy —_ will not let me 
be the Object of thy Vengeance, let me 
at leaſt ſerve for a Sacrifice at thy Al- 
cars. 


——_— 


mmm 


The Goſpel upon Fryday the Eiſth | 
week in Lent, Saint John 11th. 


The Jews ſaid, What ſhall we do ? for 
this man doth many miracles. 


Fe chief Prieſts therefore and. the 
Phariſe V athered a Council, aud 


faid, What ſhall we do ? for this man 
doth many = * If we it him aloue 


ſo, all will believe in him, and the Ro- 


mans will come and taks away our place 
and Nation. But one of them named 


Caiphas, being the bigh Prieſt of thaz 
year 
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year, ſaid to them, you know nothing, nei- 
ther do you conſider that it is expedient for us, 
that one man die for the people, and the 
whole Nation periſh not. And this he ſaid 
net of himſelf, but being. the high Prieſt. 
of that year, he _ propheſied that Teſus 
ſhould die for the: Nation : and not only 
for the Nation, but to gather .in one, the 
children of God that. were diſperſed. From 
that day. therefore they deviſed to kill him. 
Jeſus therefore. walked no more openly a- 
mong the Jews, but he went into the Coun- 
trey. beſide' the Deſart, unto a City that. 
z5 called Ephrem, and there he abode with 
his Diſciples. 


'"OÞ+ of the greateſt Tragedies acted in 
the life of man, which makes curious 
perſons to queſtion, wiſe. men to wonder, 

00d men to groan, and the wicked to re- 
{Pyce ; Is to ſeean innocent man oppreſled: 

y colour of juſtice. Now Teſus: being 
reflved 'to' eſpouſe our miſeries, as far 
as they can teach, was pleaſed to paſs 
through thoſe rigours and formalities of 
the wicked, coloured with 'a pretext of 
equity. - He is not here condemned by a 
mean people withont conſideration, "_—- 
Ca ut 
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out power, without formality of procelle : 
' But by theſe chief Prieſts and principal 
- men of that Nation aſſembled in Coun- 
cel : they informed themſelves, they rea- 
Ton, and conclude his death. 'The Lyons 
of Solomons throne, did. anciently bear 
certain Writs of the'Law, to ſignifie, that 
that it. was to be handled by couragious 
and clear ſeeing Judges. But here Foxes 
pot it into their hands, and did manage it 
y crafty deceits-and. wickednefs. Alas, 
we are fir from the Laws of God, when 
we cannot abide the leaſt word ſpoken 
againſt our reputation. We are troubled 
to ſuffer for innocency, -as if it were a 
greater honour to ſuffer for a dire& 
offence. Shall we neyer think that the 
triumph of ;vertue conſiſts in well' doing, 
and (thereby) ſometimes receiving harm 
even from thoſe who are eſteemed good. 
men ? | 5B 
2 There are ſome difficulties in affairs, 
where truth is ſhut up, as within'a clond : 
Wiſe men can. hardly find out where the 
point lies, but God doth fo order it, that 
falſhood leaves always certain* marks by 
which it may be known ; and the beauty 
of truth, is ever like that. lake. of Aﬀrick,' 
Which.catly or late diſcovers all that is caſt 
4ato it, and makes all impoſtures plainly: 
__ appear, 
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appear, when wethink they are moſt con- 
ceaPd, And this appears by the proceed- 
ing of Caiphas, who choſe to condemn 
Chriſt, for thoſe things which were the 
certain tokens that he was the true Meſſias. 
He concluded his death by reaſon of his 
miracles, and thoſe gave him authority 
as.to the prince of life, . A troubled 
ſpirit makes darts of every. thing (which 
it can) to hgut againſt reaſon, and kills 
it ſelf, not ſuſpecting its own poiſon. | 

3. The Devil publiſheth. Teſts for the 
true Meſſtas, and ſo doth likewiſe Carphas 
prophecy. the ſame. It' is not alwayes a 
certain mark. of goodneſs, to ſpeak that 
which is good,. but it is an aſſurance of 
vertue. to ayoid that which is iff, There 
are many from whom good: works do 
eſcape, while they both think and do'ill. 
Truth makes uſe of their tongues, when 
Devils command--their hearts. It is this 
which makes us ſee our Saviours Empire, 
and the extent of his conqueſts, which 
is not limited by time, he being already 
entred into. poſleſſion of eternity : and it 
is not bounded by place, becauſe it con- 
tains all Immenſity. Night hath no pow- 
er. to cover it, becauſe it 1s light it (elf; 
It cannot be ſhut. up in any deceitful ſha- 


dow, becauſe it ſcatters and diſcovers _ 
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falſhood : 'It cannot be comprehended 
within our ſenſes, becauſe it exceeds their 
capacity z and it is preſent in all places, 
being omnipotent and eternal 1n all 
time, 


Aſpirations. 


O Teſus, Father of all bleſſed unions, 
; who haſt ſuffered death to unite all 
the children of. God together, who. are 
ſcattered over all the countreys . of the 
world ; wilt thou have no pity of my 
heart, ſo many times torn in pieces, and 
trayed among a great multitude of objects 
which eltrange and draw me from the firſt 
of all unities? My ſoul melts through all 
the Gates of my ſenſes, by running offer ſo 
many creatures which do kindle-covetouſ- 
neſs, but never ſerve to refreſh or- cool 
the heat of it. Draw me (O Lord) from 
the great throng of ſo many. exteriour. 
things, that I may retire info 'my own 
heart, and from thence ariſe to thine, 
where I may find the peace, which thou 
haſt cemented faſt with thy moſt precious 
blood. When ſhall I ſee the firſt beams 
of that liberty, which thou granteſtto thy 
Children ? When ſhall my thoughts re- 
turn from wandering in thoſe barren 

regions, 
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regions, where thou art not acknowledg- 
ed ? When ſhall I be rennited, and {6 
purified by thy favours, that they may 
celebrate continual days of feaſt in my 
ſoul; I am already here in deſire, and 
ſhall be there in preſence, when by help 
of thine infinite grace and mercy, I can be 
wholly thine. peEEes 
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The Goſpel upon Saturday the fifth 


week in Lent, S. John 12. 


The chief Prieſts thought to kill Lazarus, 
' becauſe the miracle upon him, made 
many follow Jeſus. 


Ut the chief Prieſts deviſed to kill La- 
B zAarus alſo, becauſe many for him, of the 
Fews went away, aud believed in TFeſus. 

And on the morrow a great multitude 
that was come to a feſtival day, when they 
had heard that Teſus cometh to Jeruſalem, 
they took, the boughs of Palms, and went 
forth to meet him and cried, Hoſanna, 
bleſſed is he that commeth in the name of 
our Lord, the King of Iſrael. And Feſus 
found a young Aſs, and ſate upon it, as it 
is written. Fear not daughter of Sion, be- 
hold thy King cometh ſitting upon an Aſſes 

colt. 
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colr. Theſe things his Diſciples did nt 
know at the firſt: but when Jeſus was 
glorified, then they remembred that theſe 
things bad been written of him, and theſe 
things they did to him. The multitude 
therefore gave teſtimony, which was with 
him when he cal ed Lazarus ont of the grave, 
and raiſed him from the dead. For there- 
fore all the multitude came to meet him, be- 
cauſe they beard that he had done this ſion. 
The . Phariſees therefore ſaid among them- 
ſelves, Do you ſee that we prevail -nothing ? 
Behold, the whole world is cone after him. 
And there were certain Gentiles of them 
that came up to adore in the Feſtival day: 
Theſe therefore came to Philip, who was 
of Bethſaida of Galilee, and defired him, 
[aying, Sir, we are deſirous to ſee Teſus. 
Philip cometh and telleth Andrew. Aoam, 
Andrew and Philip told Feſus : but TFe- 
ſus anſwered them, ſaying, The hokr is 
come that the Son of man ſhall be glorified. 
Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, Onieſs the 
grain of wheat falling into the ground, die, 
it felf remaineth alone : but if it ate, it 
bringeth much fruit. He that loveth his 
life, ſhall loſe it : and he that baſeth 'his 
life in this world, d:th keep it to life ever- 
laſktmg. If any man miniſter to' me, tet 
him follow me : and where T am, tnere alſo 
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. to me, my Father will konour him. 
Moralities. 


1. A Dmire here the extaſies of our 
ſweet Saviour : He is raviſhed by 
the object of his death, and is tranſported 
by the Idea of his ſufferings. The trum- 
pet of heaven ſounded in the voyce which 
was heard by this great multitude. He 
encourages himſelf to his combat ; he 
looks confidently upon the Croſs, as the 
fountain of his glories, and planted his 
elevation upon the loweſt abaſements. 
Shall not we love this Croſs, which Je- 
ſus hath cheriſhed as his Spouſe ? He gave 
up his Soul in the arms of it to conquer 
our ſouls. We ſhall never be worthy of 
him, till we bear the Enſigns of his war 
and the ornaments of his peace. Every 
thing is Paradiſe to him, that knows how 
to love the Croſs : and every thing is 
hell ro thoſe, who flie from it; and no 
body Aies it, but ſhall find it. It is the 
gate of our mortality, whether we muſt 
all come, though we turn our backs to 
It. * 
2. What a great ſecret it 1s, to hate 


.cur ſoul, that we may love it; to hate' it 
for 


ſhall my Miniſter be. If ary man Miniſter 


| 
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for a time, that we may love it for all 
eternity; to puniſh it in this life, to give 
it thereby a perpetual reſt in that tocome ; 


"to deſpiſe it, that we may honour it : To 
"handle it roughly, that it may be per- 


feltly eſtabliſhed in all delights? And yet 
this is the way which all juſt men have 
paſled to arrive at the chiefeſt point of 
their reſt. They have reſembled the Flow- 


ers-de-Luce, which weep for a time, and 


out of their own tears produce ſeeds which 
renew their beauties. The ſalt Sea for 
them becomes -a flouriſhing field, as it 


. did to the people of God when they came 


forth of the chains of Egypt. The cloud 
which appeared to the Prophet Ezckeel, 
carried with it winds and ſtorms, bat it 
was environd with a golden circle, to 
teach us that the ſtorms of affliction which 
happen to Gods children, are encompaſled 
with brightneſs and filing felicity. 


They mult rot as a grain of wheat, that 


they may bud out and flouriſh in the ear. 
They muſt abide the diverſity of times,and 
endure the Sythe and Flail ; They muſt be 
oo in a mill, and paſs by water and 
re, before they can be made bread plea- 
ſing to Jeſus Chriſt. Our loſles are our 
advantages ; we loſe nothing but to gain 
by it ; we humble and abaſe our ſelves 
K 2 to 
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. to be exalted, we deſpoil our ſelves to be 


better cloathed,and we mortifie our ſelves 
to be revived. O what a grain of wheat is 


Jeſus Chriſt, who hath. paſt all theſe tri-| 


als, to make the height of all heavenly glo- 
ries bud out. of his infinite ſufferings. 


Apſpirations. 
() God, I have that paſſionate deſire 


which theſe ſtrangers had to ſeeJeſus. || 


-I do not ask it of Phzlip, nor ſhall Philip 
have cauſe to ask Andrew, My Jeſus, I ask 
it of thy ſelf, thou art beautiful even in 
the way of the Croſs; Thou didſt ſhew thy 
ſelf, couragious in the Abyſle of thy pains: 
thou art admirable in the contempt of 
Reath. The heavenly Trumpet hath alrea- 
dy ſounded for thee, and chearfulneſs 
grves wings to carry thee to this great 
combat, -where death and life fight ſingly 
together : which. makes life die for a time, 
and death live for ever. I will forſake my 
very ſoul to follow thee in this Agony, 
and find my life in thy death, as thou haſt 
extinguiſhed death 1n thy lite. 


he 
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The Goſpel upon Palm Sunday,- 
S. Muthew 21. 


Our Saviour came in triumph to Jeruſa- 
lem, a little before his Paſlion. 


Nad when they drew nith to Feru/a- 


lem, and were cone to Bethyba t, 


|, 720 mnt Oliver, then Feſus ſent two D'{- 


Fciples, ſaying to them, Go ye into the 1031 
that is againſt you, and immediately you 
ſhall find an Aſs tied, and a colt with her : 
looſe them and bring them to me. Ad if a+ 
7 man ſhall ſay ought unto you, ſay ye; 
hat our Lord hath need of them, and: 
forthwith he will let them go. And this 
was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was ſpoken by the Prophet, ſaying, Say ye 
| to the daughter of Sion, Belold thy King 
cometh to thee, meek, and fitting upon an: 
Aſs, and a Colt, the fole of her that is uſed to 
the yoak, And the Diſciples gaing, did as Fe- 
ſus commanded them, and they brought the 
Apſs, and the Colt, and laid their garments 
upon them, . and ' made him to ſit thereon. 
And a very great multitude ſpread their gar- 
ments in the way : and others did out howes 
from the Trees, and ſtrewed them in the way, 
K 3 and 
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and the multitude that went before, and that 
followed, cryed, Jing» Hoſanna to the Son 
of David, bleſſed is he that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord, 


Atoralities. 
Ur Saviour goes to his death in tri- 
umph : He appears to be a King, 
but a King of Hearts, who requires 
nothing of us but our ſelves, only to 
make us happy and contented in him. 
He trinmphs before the victory, be- 
cauſe none but he could be ſure of the fu- 
ture certainty of his happineſs. Burt he 
watered his triumphs with tears, to weep 
for our joyes, which were to proceed out 
of his ſadneſs. It is related by an ancient 
Oratour, that when Co-/tantize made his 
entry into great Britany, (where he was 
born) the people received him with ſo 
great applauſe, that they kiſſed the Sails 
and Oars of the Veſle] whish brought him, 
and were ready to pave the ſtreets with 
their bodies, for him to tread on. If they 
did fo for a mortal man, what ſhould we 
not do for an eternal God, who comes to 
. buy us with his precious Blood, & demands 
"entrance into our hearts, only to give us 

Paradiſe. # 

2, He walks towards his Croſs, —_ 
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the cries of favor and joy, to teach us 
with what cheerfulneſs we ſhould conform 
our ſelves to abide our own ſufferings ; 
imitating the Apoſtles, who ' received 
their firſt reproaches as Manna from Hea-- 
ven. He would have us prepared and re- 
ſolved always to ſuffer death patiently ; 
whether it be a death which raiſeth upour 
ſpirit to forſake ſenſuality, or a natural 
death. Whatſoever it be, we ſhould em- 
brace it as the day which muſt bring us 
to our lodging after a troubleſome pil- 
grimage. Doth 1t not appear plainly 
that thoſe who are loath to forſake the 
world, are like herbs put into an earthen 
Pot amongit ſtraws and dung, and yet 
would be unwilling to come forth of it. 
The furniture-of our worldly lodgin 
grows rotten, the roof is ready to fal 
upon our heads, the foundation ſhakes 
under our fect;and we fear that day,which 
(if we our ſelves will) ſhall be the morn- 
ing of our eternal happineſs : It 1s not 
death, but only the opinion of it which is 
terrible, and every man conſiders It accor- 
ding to the diſpoſition of his own {pirit. 
3. The Palm branches which we carry 
in our hands, require from us the renew- 
ing of a life purified and cleanſed in the 
blood of the holy Lamb. la the-begin- 
K 4 ning 
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ning of Lent we take upon our heads the 
aſhes of Palm branches, to teach us, that 
we do then, enter (as 1t were) into the 
Sepulchre of repentance : But now we 
carry green bows, to make us know that 
now we come out of the tomb of Aſhes, 
to enter again into the ſtrength of doing 
£o00d works, in imitation of the trees 
which having been covered with ſnow, 
and baried in the ſharpneſs of winter, do 
#241n begin to bud in the Spring time. 

4. The garments ſpread under the feet 
of Jeſus, declare, that all our temporal 
goods ſhould be employed toward his glo- 
ry;and that we mult forſake our affections 
to all things which periſh, that we may be 
partakers of his kingdom. No man can ' 
{tand firm that is delighted with moveable 
things. He that 1s ſubject to worldly 
affections, binds himſelf to a wheel which 
turns about continually. Jeſus accepted this 
triumph only to deſpiſe it: he reſerved 
the honour of it in his own hands, to 
drown It in the floud of his tears, and in 
the Sea of his precious blocd. It you te 
rich and wealthy, do not publiſh it yainly, 
but let the poor feel it. You muſt live 
amoneſt all the greatneſs and jollity of this 
world, as a man whoſe only buſineſs muſt 
be to go to God, 

Aſpiraticns, 
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Aſpirations. 


(ne King of hearts, after whom 
alt chaſte-loves do languilh, 1 am 
filled with joy to ſee thee walk amongſt 
the cries of joy, and the palms and gar- 
ments of thy admirers, which ferved + 
for carpets : I am raviſhed with thy ho- - 
nours, and the delights of thy glory, 
and I applaud'thy trinmphs. Alas, that 
al-the earth is not obedient to thy Laws, 
and that the tongues of all people do not 
make one voice to acknowledge thee ſole 
Monarch of heaven and earth.'Triumph at 
leaſt in the hearts of thy faithful ſer- 
vants (O my magnificent Maſter) make a 
triumphall Ark compoſed of hearts; Put 
fire to it with thy adored hand. Send out 
one ſpark of that” heat which thou cameſt 
to ſpread upon the earth. Let every thing 
burn for thee, and conſume it ſelf in thy 
love. I do irrevocably bind my heart to- 

the magnificence of thy triumph,and 1 love- . 


better to be thy ſlave, then to be ſaluted + 


king of the .whole world. - 
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The Goſpel upon Monday in holy 


week, St. John 12. 


Saint Mary Magaalen anointed our Sa- 


viours feet with precious ointment : 
At which Judas repined. 


J- therefore ſix days before the Paſche,, 
came to Bethany» where Lazarus was, 
that had been dead, whom Teſus raiſed «: 
. And they made him a Supper there, and 
Martha miniſtred, but Lazarus was one of 
them that ſate at the Table with him. Mary 
therefore took, a pound of ointment of right 
Spiknard, precious, and anointed the feet 
of Feſus, and wiped his feet with her hair, 
and the houſe was filled with the odour of 
the ointment. One therefore of his Diſ- 
ciples, Tudas 1/cariot, he that was to betra 
him, ſaid, Why was not this ointment ſold 


» for three hundred pence, and given to the 


poor * And he ſaid this, not becauſe he ca- 
red for the poor, but becauſe he was a Thaef, 
and having the purſe, carried the things 
that were put in it. Jeſus therefore ſaid, 
Let her alone that ſhe may keep it fer the 
day of my burial : For the poor you have al- 
* Ways with you, but me you ſhall not have 
; al 
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always. A great multitude therefore of 
the Jews knew that he was there : And 
they came not for Jeſus only, but that they 
might fee Lazarus whom he raiſed from 
the dead. 


Moralities. 


1.) Azarus being raiſed from his 

HI grave, converſeth familiarly 
with Jeſus, and to preſerve the life which 
he had newly received, he ties him- 
ſelf continually to the fountain of lives ; 
to teach us, that ſince we have begun 
to make a ſtrong converſion from fin _ 
to grace, we mult not be out of the fight - - 
of God : we muſt live with him, and of © 
him ; with him, by applying our ſpi- 
rit, our prayers, our ftervour, our paſ- 
ſionate ſighs toward him : And live of 
him by often receiving the bleſſed Sa- - 
crament: Happy they (faith the An- + 
gel in the Apocalypſe) who are invi- * 
ted to the wedding ſupper of the Lamb. 
But note, that he who invites us to this 


feaſt, ſtands upright amidſt the Sun, ty = 


ſignifie that we ſhould be as pure as. 


the beams of light, when we come un- :” 


to the moſt holy Sacrament. £Cazarus 


did eat bread with his Lord; but (to' 
ſpeak. :- 
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iIpeak with St. Arguſtine) he did not 
then eat the bread of our Lord. And 
yet this great favour is reſerved for you 
when you are admitted to that heavenly 
banquet, where God makes himſelf meat, 
to give you an Antepalt of his immorta- 
lity. ; 
” God will have us acknowledge his 
benefits by the faithfulneſs of our ſervi- 
ces. St, Paters Mother-in-law, as ſoon 
as ſhe was healed of her Feaver, pre- 
ſently ſexved her Phyſitian. And ob- 
Uerve, that Martha ſerved the Author of 
life, who had redeemed her brother 
from the power of geath. The faith- 
ful Mary who had ſhed tears, gave what 
ſhe bd moſt precious, and obſerves 
no meaſure in the worth,. becauſe Jeſus 
cannot be valued. - Cleopatra's pearl (eſti- 
mated to be. worth two hundred crowns) 
which ſhe made her friend ſwallow at a 
Banquet, this holy woman thought too 
baſe; She melts her heart in- a Sacred 
Limbeck of Love, and diſtills it out by 
her eyes. And Jeſus makes fo great ac- 
count of -her waters and perfumes, that 
be would fuffer no body to waſh his 
fcet when he inſtituted the bleſſed Sacra-. 
ment, as not-being willing to deface the ſa- 
cred charatters of his ſacred Layer. 
3. Ju- 


for Lent; 
3. Judah murmurs and covers his vil- 
lanous paſſion of Avarice under the co- 


lour of Charity and Mercy toward the . 


poor. And-juſt ſo do many cover their 
vices with a ſpecious ſhew of vertue:. 
The proud man would be thought Mag- 
nanimous; the prodigal would paſs for 
liberal, the covetous for a good hus- 
band ; the-brain-ſick raſh man would be 
reputed couragious ; .the glutton, a hoſ- 
itable good fellow-; Sloth puts: on the 
ace of quietneſs; timerouſneſs of wiſ- 
dom ; impudence of boldneſs :  info- 
lence of liberty; and over-confident, or 
ſawcy prating, would be taken for elo- 
quence. .Many men (for their own 
particular intereſt) borrow ſome co« 
lours of the publick good, and very ma- 
ny ations: both unjuſt and unreaſon- 
able, take upon them a reſemblance -of _ 
piety. Saint Jreneus ſaith, that many 
give water, coloured with fleckt white- 
lime or plaſter, inſtead of milk. f And 
all their life 1s but a 
Farce, - where Blacka- + Afarce iv & | 
mores are -whited over French 


Fe 
G wherein the faces 
with meal. Poor truth of all the Altours 


ſuffers much. amongſt ;j. whired - over: 
theſe coſenages : - But with. mea, k 
you muſt take notice that- 


in 
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in the end, wicked and difſembling FJ- 
das did burſt, and ſhew his damned Soul 
| ſtark naked. Yet ſome think fairly, to 
cover fonl intentions, who muſt needs 
know well that Hypocriſy hath no vail 
to couſen death. X# 
Aſpirations. 

See no Altars in all the world more 
amiable than the feet of our Saviour : 
I will go by his ſteps to find his feet ; 
and by the excellencies of the beſt of 
men, I will go find ont the God of gods. 
Thoſe feet are admirable, - and Saint 
Fohn hath well deſcribed them to be 
made of mettal burning in a furnace; they 
are feet of mettal by their conſtancy, and 
feet of fire, by the enflamed affections 
of their Maſter. Let Judas murmur at 
it what he will ; but if I had a Sea of 
ſweet odours, and Odoriferous per- 
fumes, I would empty them all upon an 
* object ſo. worthy of loye. Give, (O 
mine eyes) Give at leaſt tears to this 
rome Holocauſt, which goes to facri- 

eit {elf for ſatisfaction of your libidi- 
nous-concupiſcences. Waſh it with your 
waters, before it waſh you with its blood. 
”O my Soul, ſeek not after excrements 
"of thy head todry it : Thy hairs are thy 
thoughts, 
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thonghts, which muſt only think of him, 
who thought ſo. kindly and -paſſionately: 
of thee on the day of his Eternity. 


The Goſpel upon Maunday-Thurſday, 
S. John the 13. 


Of our Saviours waſhing the feet of 
his Apoltles. 


"2 Nd before the feſtival day of the 

Paſche, Feſns knowing that his hour 
was come, that he ſhould paſs out of this world 
to his Father : whereas he had loved his 
that were in the world, unto the end be 
loved them. And when ſuppur was done, 
whereas the Devil now had put into the 
heart of Judas . Iſcariot the ſon of Simon, 
to betray him, kyowing that the. Father 
gave him all things into his hands, and that 
he came from God, and goeth to God : he 
riſeth from ſupter, and layeth aſide his 
garments, and having taken a 1 owel, girded 
Lomſelf. After that he put water in a ba- 
ſon, and began ito waſh the feet of his. Diſ- 
ciples, and to wipe them with: the towel 
wherewith he was girded. He cometh there- 
fere to Simon Peter ; and Peter faith to 


him, Lord, doeſt thou waſh my feet ? Jeſus 
anſ- 
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anſwered and ſaid to him, That which'T do, 
thou knoweſt:.0t now, Thou ſhalt know here- 


\ after, Peter ſaithto hum, Thou ſhalt not waſh 


my fe:t forever. TFeſus anſwered him, if I 
waſh thee not, thou ſhalt not have part with 
me. Simon Peter ſaith to him, Lord, not 


only my feet,, but, alſo hands and head. Feſus 


faith to him, He that is waſhed, needeth 
nor but -t0 waſh his feet, but is clean wholly : 
and you are cleas, but not all; for h2: kaew 
who he was that would betray him, therefore 
he ſaid, you are not. clean alt. 

Therefore after he had waſhed their feet, 
and taken his garments, being ſet down again, 
he ſaid to them, Know you what I have done 
to.you ? you call me Maſter, and Lord, and 
you ſay well, for I am ſo. If then I have waſh- 
ed. your feet, Lord and Maſter, you alſo ought 
to waſh oe anothers feet. For I have given 
you an example, that as I have done to you; 


ſo you do alſo. 


Morales. 


1. JEſus loves his ſervants for an end; 


'J+rill the full accomplifhment of that 
end. © The world loves his creatures with 
a love which tends to concupiſence ; but 
that-is not the end for which they were 


made or ſhonld be beloved; There is a 


very 
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very great difference between them : for 
the love of worldly men, plays the tyrant 
in the world ; ſnatching and turning all 
things from the true ſcope and intention 
for which they were made by God, di- 
verting them to prophane uſes, by tur-, 
bulent and.' forcible ways. The world 
pleaſeth it ſelf to ſet up Idols every where, 
to make it ſelf adored in them as chief So- 
veraign. It makes uſe. of the Sun to 
light his crimes ; of the: fatneſs of the 
earth to fatten his pleaſure, of .apparrel 
for his luxury, of all mettals to kindle 
Avarice, and of the pureſt. beauties to 
ſerve ſenſuality. And if by chance it 
love any creature, with: a well-wiſhing 
love, and as it ought to be loved, that 
is not permanent. The wind is rot more 
inconſtant, nora calm at Sea more un- 
faithful, than worldly friendſhip. For 
ſometimes it begins with Fire, and ends 
tm Ice. It is made as between a pot 
and a glaſs, and'is broken ſooner than 
a glaſs. The Ancient Almans tryed their 
children in the Rhine, but true friendſhip. 
is tried inaSea of Tribulation. It is only 
Jeſus (the preſerver and reſtorer of all 
things) who loves us from Eternity to 
Eternity. We: muſt. follow the ſacred 
ſteps of his examples to reduce our ſelves 

to 
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. to the final point of our happineſs. 


2. The water at firſt was a mild element 
which ſerved the Majeſty of God, as 
a floating Chariot, ſince (as the Scripture 
ſaith) his Spirit was carried upon the 
waters, from whence he drew the ſeeds 


which produced all the world. But after- 


man had ſinned, like a ſupreme Judge, he 
made uſe of the gentleſt things to be the 
Inſtruments of our puniſhments. The water 
which carried the divine mercies,was cho- 
ſen at the deluge, to drown all mankind. 
Now at this time Jeſus ſanCtified it by 
his ſacred touch : He took the Baſon, 
which being in his hands, became greater 
and more full of Majeſty, then all the 
Ocean. Our ſpots, which eternity could 
not waſh clean,are taken away at Baptiſme 
by one only drop of water ſanCtified by 
his bleſſing. He prevents the bath of his 
bloud, by the bath of an element : which 
he doth expreſly before his inſtitution of 
the bleſled Sacrament, to teach us, what 
purity of life, of heart, of faith, of inten- 
tion and afteftions we muſt bring to the 
holy Euchariſt. It is neceſſary to chaſe 
away all ſtrange gods (which are ſins and 
mag before we receive the God of 
ſrael: we muſt waſh onr ſelves in the 

waters of repentance, - and change our 
attire 
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attire by a new converſation. It is too 
much for us to give fleſh for fleſh, the © 
body of a miſerable man for that of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The conſideration of our fins 
ſhould bring up the blood of bluſhing in 
our cheeks, ſince they were the only 
cauſe why he ſhed his moſt precious blood 
upon the Croſs for us. Alas, the hea- 
vens are not pure before his molt pure 
ſpirit, which purires all natures : Then 
how can we go to him, with ſo many vo- 
luntary ftains and deformities ? Is it not 
to caſt flowers upon a dunghill, and to 
drive Swine to a clear fountain, when we 
will go to Jeſus (the Author of innocen-. 
cy) carrying with us the ſteps ard ſpots 
of our hainous. fins ? 

3. Jeſus would not only take upon 
himſelf the form of man, but that alſo of 
a baſe ſervant, as Saint P:ul ſaith. It was 
the.office of ſlaves to carry water to wath: 
bodies ; which made David ſay,that Mob 
ſhould be the Baſon of his hope, expreſſing 
thereby, that he would humble the Moa- 
bites ſo low, that they ſhould ſerve 
only to bring water to waſh unclean 
houſes. Alas, who would have ſaid, that. 
the Meſſias was come amoneſt us to execute 
the office of a Moabite ? What force hath 
conquered him, what arms have _— 

im 
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him under, but only love ? How can we 


+ then become proud, and burn incenſe to 


that Idol called point of honour, when we 
ſee how our God humbled himſelf in this 
action ? Obſerve with what preparation 
the Evangelilt ſaid that his heavenly Fa- 
ther had put all into his hands : that he 
came from God and went to God; and 
yet inſtead of taking the worlds Scepter, 
he takes' a Baſon and humbles himſelf to 
the moſt ſervile offices. And if the waters 
of this Baſon cannot burſt in us, the foul 
impoſthume of vanity, we muſt expect no 
other remedy, but the eternal. flames of 


hell fire. 
Aſpirations. 


King of Lovers, and Maſter of all 

holy Loves! Thou loveſt for an end, 
and till the accompliſhment of that end. Ir 
appertains only to thee to'teach the Art 
of loving well, ſincethou haſt pratiſed it 
fo admirably. Thon art none of thoſe 
delicate friends; who only make love to 
beauties, to gold, toſilk; thou loveſtour 
very poverty, and our miſeries; becauſe 
- they ſerve for objetts of thy charity. 'Let 
proud 4:c;ot langh (while ſhe liſt) to fee 


my dear. Dawa made as a water-bearer ; 
| 
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. I honour him as much in that poſture, as 
I would ſitting upon the throne of all the 
world. I look upon him holding this Ba-7 
ſon, as upon him that holds the vaſt Seas 
In his hands. O my merciful Jeſus, I be- 
ſeech thee waſh ;, waſh again, and make 
clean my moſt ſinful ſoul. Beit as black 
as hell, being in thy hands, it may become 
more white than that Dove (with filver 
wings) of which the Prophet ſpeaks. I go, 
I run to-the fountains; I burn with love 
amongſt thy purifying waters, I deſire af- 
fectionately tro humble my ſelf, but I know 
not where to find ſo low a place as thine, 
when thou waſt humbled before J#4as, to 
waſh his Traitours feet. 


Upon the Garden of Mount Olivet. 
Moralities. 


1, TEſus enters into a Garden, to expiate 
J the fin committed in a Garden by the 
firlt man. The firſt Adam ſtole the fruit, 
and ths ſecond 1s ordained to make fſatiſ- 
faction. It is a ſtrange thing, that he choſe 
the places of our delights, for ſuffering his 
Pains; and never look upon our moſt dain- 
ty ſweets, but to draw out of them maſt 
bitter ſorrows. Gardens are made for 
re- 
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recreations, but our Saviour finds there 
only deſolation. The Olives which are 
tokens of Peace, denounce War unto him. 
The plants there do groan ; the flowers 
are but flowers of death, and thoſe foun- 
tains are but fountains of ſweat and blood. 
He that ſhall ſtudy well this Garden, muſt 
needs be aſhamed of all his pleaſant Gar- 
-dens ; and will-forſake thoſe refined curi- 
 olities of Tulips,to make his heart-become 
another manner of Garden, where Jeſus 
ſhould be planted as the only tree of life, 
which brings forth the moſt perfect fruits 
of juſtice. 

2, It was there that the greateſt Cham- 
ou of the world-undertook fo great com- 
_ bats, which began . with ſweat and 

blood, but ended with the loſs of his life. 

There were three marvellous agonies, of 
God and Death; of Joy and Sorrow; of 
the Soul and Fleſh of Jeſus. God and 
- Death were two incompatible things; ſince 
God is the firſt, and the moſt: univerſal 
of all lives, who baniſheth from him all 
the operations of death, and yet his love 
finds means to unite them together for 
our redemption. | 

The joy of beautitude was a fruition of 
- all celeſtial delights, whereunto nothing 

which diſpleaſeth, could have acceſs; and 
| yet 
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yet Jeſus ſuffered ſorrow, to give him a 
mortal blow even in Sanctuary of his 
Divinity. He afflicted himſelf for us, becauſe 
we knew not what it was to afflict our 
ſelves for him ; and he deſcended by our 
ſteps to the very anguiſhes of death, to 
make us riſe by his death to the greateſt 
joys of life. 

To be ſhort, there was a great duel 
between the affecLionate love, and the ver- 
ginal fleſh of Jeſus. His ſoul did -naturally 
love a body which was ſo obedient; and 


his body followed wholly the inclinations 


of his ſoul : There was ſo perfect an agree- 
ment between theſe two parties, that their 
ſeparation muſt needs be moſt dolorous, 
Yet Jeſus would have 1t ſo, and ſign the 
decree by ſweating blood. And as if it” 
had been too little to weep for our ſins 
with two-eyes, he ſuffered as many eyes 
as he had veins, to be made in his body, 
to ſhed for us tears of his own bloud. - 

3. Obſerve here how this ſoul of Jeſus 
amongſt thoſe great anguiſhes, continued 
always conſtant, like the needle of a Sea- 
compaſs in a ſtorm. He prays, he ex- 
horts, he orders, he reproves, and he en- 
courages; he is like the heayens, which 
(amongſt ſo many motions and agitations) 
loſe no part of their meaſure or proper- 

tion, 
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tion. Nature and obedience make great 
conyulfions 1n his heart ; but he remains 
conſtantly obedient to the will of his hea- 
venly Father : he tears himſelf from him- 
ſelf, to make himſelf a voluntary ſacrifice 
for death amongſt all his inclinations to 
life, to teach us that principal leſſon of 
Chriſtianity, which 1s to deſire only what 
God will, a"d to execute all the decrees of 
| his divine providence, as our chiefeſt helps 
to obtain pertection. 
Aſpirations, 
Beauteous Garden of Olives, which 
from henceforth ſhalt be the moſt 
delicious Objects of my heart. I will loſe 
' my ſelf in thy walks. I will be loſt with 
God, that I may never be loft, I will breath 
only thy air, ſince it is made noble by the 
ſighs of my dear Maſter. 1 will gather thy 
Flowers, ſince Jeſus hath marked them 
* with his blood. I will waſh my ſelf in thoſe 
- Fountaines ſince they are SanCtified by the 
: ſweat of my Jeſus. I will have no other joy 
but the ſorrow of the Son of God, nor any 
other will but his. O my ſweet Saviour, 
Maſter a:'d Teacher of all humane kind, 
wilt thou be abridged of thine one wall 
(which was ſo reaſonable and pure) to give 
me an example of mortifying my paſſions, 


and ſhall I(before thy face)retainany wick- 
Oc 


edor diſfordinate appettiees Is it pole 


J 


I ſhould deſire to be Lotd of my ſelf (who 
am ſo bad a Maſter) when I ſee the Author 
of 'all goodneſs ſeparate himſelf from him- 
ſelf, only to make me and all mankind 
parrakers 0 of his merits ? 
Of the Apprehenſion 'of Jeſus. 
N that obſcure and dolorons Night 
wherein our Saviour was A pprehended, 
three ſorts of darkneſles were caſt;nponthe 
Jews, upon Jas, and upon St. Peter: A 
darkneſs of obduration upon the hearts of 
the Jews; a darkneſs of incratefal malig- 
nity upon 7#445 ; and 2 darkneſs of infir- 
mity upon St. Peter. Was there ever any 
blindneſs like that of the Jews, who ſought 
for the ſhininz ſun with lighted torches, 
without knowing him by ſo many beams of :; 
Power which ſhined from him. They 7 
are ſtricken down with the Voice of 
the Son of God, as with lizhtning; and - } 
they riſe again upon the Earth toarme -* 
themſelves againſt Heaven. They bind-hts . 
Hands to take aw ay the uſe of his Forces, 
but they could not ſtop the courſe of His 
bounties. To ſhewthar he is totally good, 
he 15good and charitable.even amonglt his 
mercileſs executioners, and he loſt "all he 4 
had (ſaving his Godhead) only to gain pa- 
rience. 
I When 


"4 . — 
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When St. Peter {truck the high Prieſts 
Servant; the patience of our Lord Jeſus re- 


| ceived the blow,and had no patience till he 


was healed. If goodneſs did ſhew forth any 
one beam in the Garden, modeſty ſent forth 
another in the Houſe of Anas, when his 
face was ſtrucken by a ſervile hand, his 
mouth opened it ſelf as a Temple from 
whence nothing came but ſweetneſs and 
light. The God of Truth ſpeaketh to Cai- 
phs,and they ſpit upon his brightneſs, and 
cover that face which muſt diſcover Hea- 
yen for us. The mirrour of Angels is tar- 


- niſhtwith the ſpittle of infernal months, & 


wounded by moft ſacrilegious hands, with- 
out any diſturbance of his conſtancy. That 
was invincible by his vertue, as the wilful- 
neſs of the Jews ſtood unmoveable by their 
obduration. There are fouls which after 
they have filled the Earth with crimes, ex- 
__ no cure of their diſeaſes, but by the 
ell of the reprobate. 
-.2. The ſecond darkneſs appeareth by 
the black paſſion of Judas who falls down 
into Hell with his eyes open; and after he 
had ſold his ſoul, fold Jeſus, and both all 
he had; and all he was, to buy an infamons 
halterto hang himſelf. A ſoul become paſ- 
ſionate with' wanton love, with ambition 


- or avarice, is baniſhed into it ſelf, as into 


a 
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traiterous perſons are fartheſt from God, 
and neareſt to the Devils. 


for Lem. 219 
a direct Hell;and delivered to her own paſ- 
ſion asto the Furies. The Poets Hydra had 
but ſeven heads, but the fpirit of Avarice 
(St.Jobhn Climacs ſaith) hath tenthonſand, 

The converſation of Jeſus,which was ſo full 

of infinite attractions, could never win the . 
ſpirit of J#das,when it was once bewitched 
with covetouſneſs. The tinkling of Silver 
kept him from rightly underſtanding Jeſus. 
He makes uſe of the moſt holy things to be= 
tray Holineſs it ſelf. He employes the kiſs ; 
of peace to begin war. He carries poyſon 
in his heart, and hony in his mouth : he 
puts on the Spirit of Jeſus to betray him. 
This ſhews us plainly, that covetous: and : 


The third power of darkneſs- appeared 
in the infirmity of St. Peter, who after ſo ' 
many Proteſtations of fidelity, for fear of ' 
death, renounced the Author of Life. One * 
of the Ancients ſaid,the greatelt frailty of 
Humanity was,that the wiſeſt men were not 
infallibly wiſe at all times. And all men are 
aſtoniſhed to ſee, that the Pome ſpirits / 
(being left to themſelves) become barren, 
and ſuffer eclipſes which give examples to / 
the wiſeſt, and terrour to all the Wortd. 
God hath ſuffered the fall of St. Peter ta 
make us have in horrour all —_ 
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of our own forces; and to teach us that 
.over-great aſſurance is oft-times mother of 
., and approaching danger. Beſides, it ſeem- 
-eth he would by this example, conſecrate 
"the virtne of repentance in this fault of 
 *him, whom he choſe to be head of his 
Church; to make us ſee, that there 1s no 
Dignity ſo high, nor Holines ſo Eminent, 
winch doth not ow Tribute to the mercy 
» Of God. 


Aſpirations. 
Upon St. Peters 1 ears. 
'TT 1s moſt true (faith St. Peter) that a 
-*Þ proud felicity hath always reeling feet. 
'Thon which didſt defie the Gates of Hell, | 

haſt yielded thy ſelf to the voice of a ſim- - 
 <pte woman. All thoſe conqueſts which thon | 
+ .did{t promiſe to thy ſelf, are become the 
rrophees of ſo weak a hand.- Return to the 
- combat, and ſince ſhe hath triumphed over 
thee, do thou at leaſt triumph over thy ſelf. 
Alas ? Iam atraideven to behold the place 
of my fall, and the weak ſnares of a ſimple 
"woman appear to me as boiſtrgus chains. 
"Yet what can he fear who is reſolute todie? 
| *1f thon find death amongſt thoſe Maſlacres, 
thou ſhouldſt rather embrace than decline 
'1t : For what can it do but make thee com- 
panion of lite it .ſelf ? Our ſoul 1s yet too 
- foul to be a ſacrifice for God; Jet us mg 
wa 
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waſh it with tears. I fell down before the*3 
hre,; and [ will rije by water. I have walk--- 
ed upon the Sea to come to Jeſus, and I 
will now return to him by the way of'tears.* 
I will ſpeak now only by my tears, lince I 
have lately talked ſo wickedly with my 

mouth, Since that which ſhould open tao? - 
{peak Oracles for the Church, hath beer - 
employed to commit foul trea{on; fince we” © 
have nothing left free to us, but ſighs. and! - 
growns, let us make uſe of the laſt liberty 
which is left us,and when all 1s ſpent return” 

to the mercy of Jeſus, which all the fins *3 
of the World can never evacuate, I wilÞ"3 

| from - henceforth. be a perpetnal' example? 4 

to the Church by my fall, and riſing again. * 
from death, for the comfort of ſinners s 
and the fault of one night ſhall be lamented = 
by me all the dayes of my life. 'T.Y 

Atoralities upon the Pretorian or 
| Tudoment Hall. 
1. JN the paſſon of our Saviour all * 
things are divine, and it ſeemeth- ©: 
they go as high as they conld be raiſed by * 
that Soveraign power joyned with extream. -- 
love. Jeſus the moſt ſupream & redoubted 
| judge, who will come in his great Majeſty 
to judge the World, fire' and lightning 
ſtreaming from his face, and all things 
trembling. under. his feet, was pleafed at 
LI this-: 
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* this time to be judged as a criminal perſon. 
* Every: thing is moſt admirable in this 
* judgement * The accuſers ſpeak nothing of 
thoje things which they had reſolved in 
their counſels, but all ſpake againſt their 
conſciences. As ſoon as they are heard, 
they are condemned, jultice for{aketh them, 
and they are wholly poſlleſt with rage. P:- 
tate before he gave Judgment upon Jeſus, 
ones” it againſt himſelf: for after 
® he had ſo many times declared him inno- 
cent, he conld not give Judgment without 
proteſting himſelf to be unjuſt. The ſilence 
of Jeſus is more admired by this Infidel, 
than the eloquence of all the World ; and 
truth without ſpeaking one word trium- 
pheth over falſhood : A Pagan Lady (the 
wife of Pilate) is more knowing then all 
the Laws; more religious then the Prieſts, 
more 7ealous then the Apoſtles, more 
couragious then the men of arms: When 
ſhe ' fleepeth, Jeſus is m her ſleep: When 
ſhe talketh, Jeſus is upon her tongne : If 
the write, Jeſns 1s under her pen : Her 
letter defended him at the Judgment Hall, 
when all the World condemned him, ſhe 
calleth him Holy ; when they uſed him like 
a Thief, ſhe maketh her Husband waſh 
his hands before he touched that Blood, 
the High price of which ſhe PE 
| e 
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She was a Roman Lady by Nation, called 4 
Claudia Proculz, & it was very ft ſhe ſhould 
defend this Jeſus, who was to plant the * 
ſeat of his Church in Reme, All this while © 
Jeſus doth good amongſt ſo many evils : * 
He nad cauſed a place tobe bought newly 
for the burial of Pilgrims at the price of hits * 
Blood; He reconciles Herod and Pile, by * 
the loſs of his life. He ſets Barrabas at li-. 7 
berty,by the los of his Honour : he ſpeaks 
not one word to him that had killed St. = 
Jchn the Baptiſt, who was the voice. And 
the other to revenge himſelf ( withont 
thinking what hedid )ſhewed him as a King. _ 
He appears before P:late as the King of 


dotoars, that he might become for us ** 


the King of Glories. But what a horrour 
iS it to conlider that in this Judgment, he 
was uſed like a Slave, like a Sorcerer, like 
an accurſed Sacrifice? Slavery made him * 
ſubjett to be whipped, the Crown of © | 
Thorns was given only to Enchanters, and 
that made him appear as a Sorcerer : And 
ſo many curſes pronounced againſt him, 
made him as the diſmiſſive Goat mentioned 
in Levitiers, which was 2 miſerable beaſt, 
vpon which they caſt all their execrations, 
before they ſent it to die in the deſart. He 
that bindeth the ſhowers in Clonds to make 
them water the Earth,is-bound and drawn 
L 4. like 
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like a criminal perſon: Hethat holds the 
vaſt Seas in his tt, and balances Heaven 
with his fingers, is ſtrucken by ſervile 
hands. He that enamels the boſome of the 
Earth with a rare and pleaſling diverſity of 
flowers, is moſt ignominiouſly crowned 
with a Crown of Thorns. O hideons pro- 
_ digies which took away from us the light 
of the Sun, and covercd the Moon with a 
{orrowtful darkneſs. Behold what. a Gar- 
Iagd of flpwers he. hath taken upon his 
head to exniat the fins of both Sexes. It was 
made of briers and thorns, which the 
Earth of our fieih had ſowed for us, and 
which the. vertue of his Croſs took. away. 
All the pricks of de:th were thruſt upon 
this prodigions patience, which planted 
her Throne upen the head of onr Lord. 
Conkder how the Son of God would be uſed 
for our ſins, which we live in delicacies ? 
ar.d one little oftenſive word goeth to our 
hearts; to which though he that ſpake it 
gave the ſwiftneſs of wings, yet we keep it 
jo ſhnt up in our hearts, that it getteth 
leaden heels, which make it continue there 
fixed. | 
Aſpirations. 
' A Las, what dol ſee here? aCrownof 
thorns grafted upon a man of thorns: 
A man of doloyrs who burns between two 


. * 
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fires, the one of love, the other of tribn- 
lation; both which do enlame and devour: 
him equally,and yet never can confume him. 
O thou the moſt pure of all beauties, where 
have my {ins placed thee? Thou art no 
more a man, but a bloody skin taken from ' 
the teeth of Tygers and Leopards. Alas, 
what a ſpectacle 1s this to difpoil the fiIk- 

F worm which at- this day at- + zgo ſum? 
tires our Churches and Altars ? wvermss & 
How could they makethoſe men #02 Fomo, 
(who lookt upon thy chaſt boly) Palm. 114 
ſtrike and disfigure it ? O white Alabaſter, -; 
how haſt thou been ſo changedintoſcarlet? *? 
Every ſtroke hath made a wound, & every : 
wound a fountain of Blood. And yet 10 

many fountains of thy ſo precious Blood; 
cannot.draw from me one tear. But O fa- 
cred Nightingale of the Croſs, who hatl 
put thee within theſe thorns, to make 16 
great harmonies only by thy file1ce?Oholy 
thorns I do not ask you where are your 
Roſes. I know well they-are the-Blood of | 
Jeſus, and Iam not ignorant that all Roſes 

would be thorns, if they had any feeling 
of that which you have. Jeſus carried them, 
open his head, but I will bear them-at my* 
heart : and thou (O Jeſus) ſhalt be the ob- 
ject of my preſent dolours that thon mailt 2 
after be the fountain of my everhaſting* ? 
joyes. L 5 : DenS 
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Maralities for Good Fryday upon the death of 
Feſus Chriſt. 
*F OuntCalvaryis a marvellous Scaffold, 
M where the chiefeſt Monarch of all 
| the World, loſeth his life, to reſtore our 
Salvation which was loſt, and where he 
makes the Son to be eclipſed over his head, 
and ſtenes to be cloven under his feet; to 
teach us by inſenſible creatures, the feeling 
* Which we ſhould have of his ſufferings. 
* This 1s the School where Jeſus teacheth 
| "that great Leſlon, which is the way to do 
| well: and we cannot better learn it than 
by his examples, ſince he was. pleaſed to 
-- make himſelf paſliþle and mortal, to over- 
come our paſſions, and to be the Author 
of our immortality. 
{ The qualities of a good death may be 
reduced to three points : of which the firſt 
is to have a right conformity to the Will 
of God, for the manner, the hour and 
circumſtances of our death. 
-  "Fhe fecondis to forſake as well the af- 
* fections, as the preſence of all creatures 
| of this baſe World. 
 Thethird is to vnite our ſelves to God 
by the practiſe of great vertues, which 
* will ſerve as ſtepsto Glory. 
* Now theſe three conditions are to be: 
+ ſeen in the death of the Prince of Glory 


upon 


Pl 
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as the pureſt Idea's, whereby to regulate 

our paſlage out of this World. 

1. F "Onſider in the firſt place, that eve- 
CJ ry man living hath a natural incli- 


nation to life, becauſe it hath ſome kind of 


divinity in it. We love it when it ſmileth 
upon ns, as if it were a paradiſe; and if 
it be troubleſom, yet we ſtrive to retain it, 


though it be accompanied with very great. 


miſeries. And if we mult needs forſake 


this miſerable body, we then deſire to leave © ? 


it by ſome gentle and eafie death. This 
maketh us plainly ſee the generoſity of 
our Saviour, who being Maſter of life and 
death, and having it in his power tochuſe 


that manner of death which would be leaſt -: 
hideous.. (being of it ſelf full enongh of ©? 
horrour ) yet nevertheleſs, to conform: ** 
himſelf to the will of his Heavenly Father, * ! 
and to confound our delicacies :' he would- 


needs leave: his life by the moſt dolorovs 
and ignominious v#hich was to be found a- 


monegſt all the deaths of the whole World. 


The Croſs amongſt the Gentiles was 2 
puniſhment for Slaves, and the moſt deſ- 


perate perſons'of the whole World. : The * - 
Croſs amongſt the Hebrews was accurſed* ©: 
&k It was the ordinary curſe:which the mot 

* uncapable and moſt malicions mouths'did -! 
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yporr Mount Calvary; which we will take 
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pronounce- againſt their greateſt enemies. 
* "Ehedeath of a crucifed man, was the moſt- 
continual, languiſhing, and tearing of a 
ſoul-from: the body, with moſt exceſſive vi- 
olence and agony. And yet the eternal 
Wiſdom choſe this kind of puniſhment, and 
drank all the ſorrows of a cup ſo bitter. He: 
ſhonld- have died upon ſome Trophee, and 
breathed ont his laſt amongſt flowers, and 
. teft his ſoul in a Monument : and if he: 
muſt needs have felt death,to have.had the 
leaſt ſenſe of it- that might be. But he: 
would try the rigour of all greateſt ſuffer-. 
ings : he would tall to the very bottom of: 
diſhonour: and (having ever ſpared from 
himfelf all the pleaſures of this life) to- 
make his death compleat, hewould ſpare: 
none of thoſe infinite dolours. The devout: 
” Szmon of. Caſſia asketh our Saviour, going 
toward Mount Calvary, ſaying, O Lord, 
whether go-you withthe extream velght of 
this dry and barren piece of wood ? Whe-. 
ther do-you carry it, and. why ? Where do-. 
you mean to ſet it ? Upon Mount Calvary ? + 
That place-is moſt wild and ffony: How 
E will yowplant-it ?-who ſhailwater4t? Je-. 
ſus anſwers, I bear upon. my ſhoulders a 
piece of wood, v-hich-mult conquer him, 
who muſt make a far greater conqueſt by 
” 'the ſarpe _nicce. of wood: I.carry it tos 
Mount 
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Mount:Calvary, to plant it by my death, . 
and water it by my Blood. This wood 
which I bear, mult bear me, to bear the 
Salvation of all the World, and to draws 
all after me: And then (Q faithful ſoul) ? 
wilt. not. thou ſuffer ſome confuſion, at. *? 
thine own delicacies ? to be ſo fearful of 
death by an ordinary diſeafe, in a Down 
Bed amonegſt ſuch neceſſary ſervices, ſuch. 
favourable helps, conſolations and kind- 
nelles of friends ſo ſenſible of thy conditi= 
on ? We bemoan and complain our ſelves 
of heat, cold, diſtaſte,of diſquiet,of grief: 
Let us allow ſome'of this to Nature:; yet- 
mult it be confeſt, that we lament our 
ſelves very much : becauſe wehave never” 
known how. we ſhould lament a Jeſus 
Chriſt crucified. Let us die as it ſhall 
pleaſe the-Divine providence : , If death” * 
come when we are old, it-is a Heaven : -If* | 
in youth, it is adirect benefit antedated : * 
If by ſickneſs, it 1s the nature of our bo- 
dies: If by eternal violence, It is yet al 
wayes the decree of Heaven. It is no mat-- 
ter how many deaths there are, we are- 
ſare there can be but one for us. 

2. Conſider farther,the ſecond condition? 
of a good death, which-conſifts irr the for-- 
ſaking of all creatures, and you ſhall find it / 
znoft punctually obſerved: by our -Savioure © 
at: : 
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at the: time of his death, Ferrara, a great 

"Divine,who had written a book of the hid- 

den Word,toucheth twelve things abando- 

ned by our Saviour. 

1. His apparel, leavirg| 7, The power of Angels, 
bimſelf naked. 8. The perfett joyes of his 

2. The marks of his dignity. Soul. 

3. The Colledge of bis A-'g. The proper clarity of bis 
poſftles, body. 

4. The ſweetneſs of all, 10. The bonours due to 


| _Comjort. him, 
6, Hu own proper will, [11. Zu own Skin, 


| 6. The authority of vertues, 112. All bis blood, 
| Now do but conlider his abandoning 
| the principal of thoſe things how bitter 
+ it was.. Firſt the abandoning of neareſt and 
* moſt faithful friends, 1s able to afflift any 
+ heart; Behold him forſaken by all his ſo 
' well beloved Diſciples, of whom he had 
* made choice (amongſt all mortal men ) to 
* be the depoſitaries of his Doftrine, of his 
life,of his blood. If Judas be at the myſtery 
- of his paſſion, it is to betray him. If St. 
* Peter be there aſliſting, it is to deny him. 
Xf his ſorrowful Mother ſtand at the foot 
- of the Croſs, it 1s to increaſe the grief of 
her Son ; and after he had lixen (01ll hand-- 
Ixd by his cruel executioners, to crucihe him: 
* again by the hands of Love: The couragi-- 
* eus'Mother, totriumph over her ſelf by a 
| magnanimous conſtancy,was preſent at the 
CXCECl-- 
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execution of her dear Son. She fixed her 
eyes upon all his wounds, to engrave them 
deep in her heart. She opened her ſoul 
wide to receive that ſharp piercing ſword 
with which ſhe was threatned by that ve- 
nerable old S:meon at her purification : Ard 
Jeſus who ſaw her ſo afflicted for his ſake, 
telt himſelf doubly crucified, upon the. 
the wood of the Croſs, and the heart of 
his dear Mother. We know it by experi-- 
ence, that when we love one tenderly, his 
afflictions and diſgraces will trouble us 
more then our own, becauſe he living in 
us by an affectionate lite, we live in him 
by a life of reaſon and election. Jeſus li- 
ved and repoſed in the heart of his bleſſed 
Mother, as upon a throne of love, and as 
within a Paradiſe of his moſt holy delights, 
This heart was before as a bed covered 
with flowers : But this ſame heart (on the- 
day of his paſſion) became like a ſcaffold: 
hanged with mourning,whereupon our Sa-- 
-yiour entred, to be tormented and crucifi- 
ed upon the Croſs of love; which was the: 
Crofs of his Mother. This admirable Mer-- 
chant, who deſcended from Heaven to ac- _ 
compliſh the. buſineſs of. all ages, {who- 


took upon him our miſcries to give us feli= 1 


cities) was plunged within a ſea-of blood ;, 
and this fo precious ſhipwrack, there re-- 
mained: 
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mained one only ineſtimable pearl-(which 
was his divine Mother) and yet he aban- 
dons her,and gives her into the hands of his 
Diſciple. After.he had forſaken thoſe nea- 
reſt to him, ſee what he does with his bo- 
dy ; Jeſus did fo abandon it- (a little be- 
fore his death) that not bemg content on- 
 Iy to deliver it as prey to ſorrow, but he 
ſuffered to be expoſed naked to the view of 
the World. And amongſt his ſharpeſt do- 
lours (after he had been refuſed the drink 
which they gave to malefactors to ſtrength- 
en them in their torments) he too for hin» 
ſelf Vinegar and Gal. O what a ſpectacle 
was it to ſee a body torn in pieces which 
reſted it ſelf upon its own wounds which 
was dying every moment, but could not 
die, becauſe that life diſtilled by drops ? 
What Martyr did ever endure-in a body 
ſo ſenſible and delicate, having an imagi- 
nation ſo- lively, and in ſuch piercing 
dolors mixt with ſo few comforts? And 
what Martyr did ſuffer for all the ſins of 
the whole World as he did, proporttoning 
his torments according to the fruits whicitr 
- weretoproceed from his Croſs ? Perhaps; 
© faithful ſoul,thou lookeſt for a mans bo- 
dy inthy Jeſus, but thou findſt nothing but 
- the appearance of one, cruſted: oyer with 
* Sore blood: Thau ſcekelt for limbs, and 
. findeſt. 


« 
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ſindeſt nothing but wounds : Thou lookelſt 
for a Jeſus which appeared glorious upon. : 
Mount Thatcr, as upon a Throne of Ma- 
jelty, with all the enſigns of his glory, and 
thou findeſt only a-skin all bloudy faſtned 
to a Croſs between twa thieves. And it | 
the conſideration of this carnot bring 
drops of blood froin thy heart, it muſt be 
more inſen{ible then-a diamond. 

3. Toconclude, obſerve the third qua- 
lity of a good death which wall declare it 
ſelf by the exerciſe of great and heroick 
vertnes. Conſider that incomparable mild-- 
neſs which hath aſtoniſhed all ages, hath 
encouraged all virtnes, hath condemned 
all revenges, hath inſtruCted all Schools, &: 
crowned all good. aftions : He was raiſed 
npon the Croſs, when his dolours were -! 
moſt ſharp and piercing : when his wounds: - 
did open on all ſides, when his precious *' 
blood ſhed upon the Earth, and moiſtned 
it in great abundance; when he ſaw his 
poor clothes torn in pieces, and yet bloody 
in the hands of thoſe who crucified him. | 
He conſidered the extream malice- of that * 
cruel people, how thoſe which could not. 
wound him with Iron, pierced him with : 
the points of their accurſed tongues. He -} 
could quickly have made fire come.down. 
from Heaven upon thoſe rebellious heady. 


And. | 
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And yet forgetting all his pains to remem- 
ber his mercies, he opened his mouth, and 
the firſt word he ſpake, was in favour of 
his enemies, to negotiate their reconcilia- 
tion,before his ſoul departed. The learned 
Cardinal »:ues admiring this exceſſive 
charity of our Saviour toward his enemies, 
applies excelleit well that which is ſpoken 
of the Sun in Eccl:/iaſticns.He brings news 
toall the World at his riſing,and at noon- 
day he burns the Earth, and heats thoſe 


Furnaces of Nature, which makes 1t pro-. 


duce all ker fruits. 

So Jeſus the Sun of the intelligible world, 
did manifeſt himſelf at his Nativity, as in 
the morning. But the Crofs was his bed at 
noon, from whence came thoſe burning 
ſtreams of Love, which inflames the hearts 
of all bleſſed perſons, who are like furna- 
2 of that eternal fire which burns in Holy 

07, 

+ On the other part admire that great 
. Magnanimity which held him ſo long upon 
the Croſs, as upon a Throne of honour 
and power when he beſtowed Paradiſe up- 
on a man that was his companion in ſuffe- 
ring. I cannot tel] whither in this aCtion 
we ſhould more admire the good fortune 
of the good Thief, ar the greatneſs of Je- 
ſus. The happineſs of the good Thief,who 

is 
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is drawn for a cut throat to Priſon; from 
Priton to the Judgment Hall; from thence 
to the Trois, and thence goes to Paradiie, 
without needing any other gate but the 
heart of Jeſus. 

On the other ſide, what can be more ad- 
mirable than to ſee a man crucified, to do 
that act, which muſt be periormed by the 
living God, when the World ſhali end ? 
To fave ſome, to make others reprobate 
and to judge from the height of his Croſs, 
as if he fat upon the cheife!t Throne of 
all Monarchs. 

But we muſt needs affirm that the vir- 
tue of patience in this, holds a chief place, 
and teaches very admirable leſſons. He en- 
dures the torments of the body, and the 
pains of the ſpirit, in all the faculties of 
his ſoul, in all the Parts of his Virgin fleſh ; 
and by the cruelty and multiplicity of his 
woundsgthey all become one only wound; 
oo the ſole of his foot, to the top of his 

cad, 

His delicate body ſuffers moſt innocently, 
and all, by moſt ingrate and hypocritical 
perſons, who would colour their vengeance 
with an apparance of holineſs. He ſufiers 
without any comfort at all, and eg is 
more) without bemoaning himſelt; he ſuf- 
ters whatſoever they would. or could lay 


upon 
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. upon him, tothe laſt gat of his life: Hea- 
ven wears mourning upon the Croſs; all the 
Citizens of heaven weep over his torments; 
the earthquakes; the ſtones rend themſely:s. 
ſepulchers open,the dead ariie: Only Jeſus 
dies unmovable upon his throne of patience. 
To conclude, who would not be altoni- 
ſhed at the tranquility of his ſpirit, and a- 
mon2lt thoſe great convullions of the 
worid which moved round about the Croſs 
amongit ſuch bloody dolours,tmſolent crie”, 
and iniupportable blaſyhemies, how he re- 
maired upon the Croſs, as in a ſanCtuary at 
the toot of an Altar; bleeding, weeping, 
and praying, to mingle his prayers with 
his blood and tears. I do now underſtand 
why the Wiſe man ſaid, he planted Iſles 
within the Abyſs; ſince that, in fo great 
a gulph of afflictions, he ſhewed ſuch a ſe- 
renity of the ſpirit : thereby making a'Pa- 
, Tadiſe for his Father (amonglt ſo great 
Pains) by the ſweet perfume of h1s virtnes. 
After he had prayed for his enemies, given 
a promiſe of paradiſe to the good Thiet, 
and recommended his mother to his Di- 
fciple, he ſhut up:his eyes fronrall humane 
things, entertaining himſelf only with 
prayers and ſighs to his heavenly Father. 
O that at the time of our deaths we could 
imitate the: death of Jefus, and then we 
ſhould 
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ſhould be ſure to find the ſtreams of life. 
Aſriratio”s. 

Spettacles of horror, but abyſs of 

goodneſs and mercy. 1 feel my heart 
divided by horror, pity, hate,love, execra- 
tion and adoration. But my admiration,and 
being raviſhed, carries me beyond my ſelf. 
Is this then that bloody ſacrifice which hath 
been expected from all ages ? This hidden 
myſtery, this profound knowledg of the 


Croſs, this dolorous Jeſus,which makes the 


honorable amends between heaven and 


earth, to the eternal Father, for expiation 


of the ſins of humane kind. 

Alas, poor Lord,thou hadſt but one life, 
andT ſee a thonſand inſtruments of death, 
which have taken it away. Was there need 
of opening ſo many bloody doors, to let out 
thine innocent ſoul ? conld it not part from 
thy body without making (on all ſides) ſo 
many wounds ? which after they have 
ſerved for the objects of mens cruelty, 
ſerve now for thoſe of thy mercy ? O my 
Jeſus, I know not ts whom I ſpeak, fork 
dono more know thee in the ſtate thou now 


art; or if I do, it is only by thy miſerie's 
becauſe they are ſo exceſſive, that therewas 
'nced of a God to ſuffer what thon haſt in- 


dured. I look upon thy dishgured counte- 
nance; to find ſome part of thy reſemblance, 
and 


—— 
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and yet can find nonebut that of thy love. 
Alas, O beantiful head, which doſt carry 
all the glory of the higheſt heaven, divide 
with me this dolorous Crown of Thorns ; 
they were my fins which ſowed them, and 
It 1s thy pleaſure that thine innocency 
ſhould mow them. Give me, O Sacred 
mouth; give me that gall which I ſee upon 
thy lips : ſuffer me to ſprinkle all my plea- 
ſures with it, ſince after a long continuance, 
it did ſhut up and concludeall thy dolours. 
Give me, O Sacred hands, and adored feet, 
the Nails which have pierced you : love 
binds you faſt enough to the Croſs without 
them. But do thou, O Lord, hold me faſt 
to thy ſelf, by the chain of thine immenſe 
charity. 

O Lance, cruel Lance,why didſt thou o- 
pen that moſt precious fide?thou didſt think 
perhaps to find there the Sons life, and yet 
- thou foundeſt nothing but the mothers 
- heart : But without ſo much as thinking 

what thou did{ſt, in playing the murderer , 
thou haſt made a ſepulchre, wherein I will 
wo henceforth bury my ſoul. When I be- 
hold theſe wounds of my dear Saviour, I do 
acknowledge the ſtrokes of my own hand. 
I will therefore hkewiſe engrave there m 
repentance: [ will write my converſion wit 


an eternal CharaQter. And if I muſt live, : 
Ge Wl 
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- will never breath any other life, but that 


only, which ſhall be produced from the 
death of my Jeſus crucified. 


M————— 


The Goſpel for Eaſter Day, 
St. Marke the 18. 


AE when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary of famtt, and 
Salom bought ſpices, that coming, they might 
anoint Feſus. And very early the firſt of the 
Sabbaths, they come to the Monument : the 
Sun being now riſen. And they ſay one to. a- 
nother, who ſhall rolkus back the ſtone from the 
coor of the Monument ? _ And looking, they 
ſaw the ſtone rolled back. For it was very 

reat. And entring into the Monument, they 
Tow a young man fattin on the right hand, co- 
; vered with a white Robe + and they were aſto- 
' niſhed. Who ſaith to them, be not diſmayed, 
you ſeek Feſus of Nazareth that was cyu- 
cified : he is riſen, he is not here, behold the 
place where they laid him. But go, tell Bis 
Diſciples, and Peter, that he goeth before you 
into Galilee : there ſhalt you fee him, as he 
told you. 


240 Entertainments 


Moralities. 


Ce " _ _ 


sf Di" Sepulchre of Jeſus becomes a 
| fountain of life, which carries, in 
power, all the glories-of the higheſt hea- 
ven. Our Saviour riſeth from thence as day 
out of the Eaft,and appears as triumphant, 
in the ornaments of his-beauties, as he had 
been humbled by the exceſs of his mercies. 
The rage of theJews loſeth here its power, 
death his ſting, Satan his Kingdome, the 
Tomb his corruption,and hell his conqueſt. 
Mortality is deſtroyed, life is illuminated ; 
all is drowned in one day of glory, which 
comes from the glorious light of our Re- | 
deemer. It is now (faith Tertullian ) that he | 
is reveſted with . his Robe of honour, . and | 
is acknowledged as the eternal Prieſt, for | © 
all eternity. It 1s now (faith St, Gregory | ſt 
Naxzianzen ) that he reaſſembles humane | * 
kind (which was ſcattered ſo many years 
by the fin of one man) and placeth it be- | Þ 
tween the Arms of his Divinity. This is jk 
the Maſter-picce of his profound humility, | 5 
and I dare boldly affirm (faith S. Ambroſe) ſi 
that God had loſt the whole world, if this = 
Sacred vertue which he made ſo clearly] © 
ſhine in his beloved Son, had not put| 
him into poſlleſſion of his Conquelts. We|, - 
* ſhould] 


— 
m—_ © 
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ſhould all languiſh after- this Triumphant 

| ſtate of the . Reſurreftion, which will 
make an end of all our. pains, and make our | 


Crowns everlaſting, 


1 
? 2. Let us love our Jeſus. as the Maries | 
; | did,that, with them, we may be honoured 
/ | with hisviſits. Their love1s indefatigable, 
F | couragious and inſatiable. They had all the 
| day walkt round about the Judgment Hall, 
Mount Calvary, the Croſs, and the Sepul- 
> Chre. They were not wearied with all that : 
And night had no ſleep to ſhut up their eyes. 
They forſake the Image of death, which is. 
| hp ſleep,to find death it ſelf, and never looked 
_ | afterany bed, except the Sepulchre of their 
1C Maſter ; they. travel amongſt darkneſs, 
y- Pikes, lances, the 'affrights of Arms, and. 
»r {the night, nothing makes them affraid. 
a If there appear: a difficulty: to remove the 
x. ones, love gives them Arms. They ſpare 
voy, nothing for their Maſter and Saviour: They 
\e.. | re above Nichodemus and Foſeph;they have 
;s More exquiſite perfumes, for they are rez- 
,. | dyto; melt and diſtil their hearts upon the 
/;)| Tomb of their Maſter. O. faithful lovers, 
11;s Teek no more for the living amongſt the 
dy dead : That cannot die for love, which 
1s the root of life. 
7c, 3» The Angel in form of a young man 
al (covered; with a white Rane) ſhews us _ 
( _ ; 2 


* death, but they earn news'of ' the chiefelt 
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allis young andWhitein immortdlity.” The 
. Reſurrection hath.noold'age: it is an age, - 
which” can” neither grow; nor” diminifts; * 
" Theſe . holy Aaries, enter'alive into the- 
Sepulchre; where they ey thotight to* firfd 


lives. 'Their aitlr there- confirmet; their 
piety ſatisfied, there'is profiiſes' 4flbrett; 
and their love: receives confolation; # 1 D41 


Aſpirations. - 


Do not this 14 hokebing the' Eaſt} 
. © my Jeſus, conſider the Sepylthre;. it 


is fromthence this fair Sorris riſen. O that* | 
thou appeareft attiable, dear ny of ay | ” 
ſout.” THy Head which was <evered-withy | © 
tliotns; js now crowned'with — | 
Stars, and Lights, and alfthe glae 

Heaven _ '1t; Thine 
which wereech food; Have ent 
ned theft with | & delicions bri 


which tel my,teart:'T | 
ſo PA os aree conn hank hen | 


bies,which ifter they Have Beet the heels 
of mes cruelty; are now becothie eternal 


marks of thy _— O'Teſis, no moremy|+ 


wounded, but m vr Jelly, where| 4: 


am? wNardd15 by 1 
dic,l reviveny ſetf\ A Lpg 


j 3 Feound, 1] 12% 


thee,| 


nk name, was Cleaphat, anſwering 
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thee,-tmy. moſt facred: Jeſus, by the molt 
trivmphant.of thy. rp ages mend more... * 
fallivto the jniage-of death, not inte thoſe. 

appetites of Gmoak-and- carth heh have. 
ſo-many'times huied the light. of my ſoul. 
Whathavel'to do with the illafions of this: 
world-?Llam for Heaven;for-Glory,andfor . 


| therefurretion;whichIwilnow make bud | 


out of my - thoughts, that I may hereafter 
FO then with full truitaOn-- | 


— 


The Calpe up on Monday: che Ee 
Ra week, St. Loke the 24: 
| Arhbotd 


caaof thenrwens the ſame Yay ine 
td any ook was the ſpacof farfor 


|- longs fro A Emmaus 


they rw; by themſelves of: all of 

rig Sri had chanced..- Andit came to paſs, 
nj and = with _ rome ) 

Te = 1 went with themy' 
but 7 thesr.. eye 3 gk y might nat 
kyombleys Aadbe ſo d to yo are theſe 
COMMUNLEALIGUS thet you confer one with ang- 
ther and art-ſad ? And one whoſe 
aid to bum, 


Avrtthou auly A irenger in Feru 


t - ings rbat bave been in ity 


rept 0 + h4 4616 wht a 
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all is young and Whitein immortality, 'The 


| Reſurre&tioh hath.nooldage: it is an age, 
which can” neither grow, [.nor diminifh; - 


Theſe - holy aries, enter-alive into 'the-- 
Sepulchre, where they thotght' to firld 
death, bot they'Tearn news'of this chiefeſt 
lives. "Their aithr there- confirmed, their 
piety ſatisfied, there'is promiſes' afſurett; 

and their love receives confolation; 


Aſpirations. + 


Do not this day look-toward the: Faſt; 
. O my Jeſus, conſider the'Sepylehre; it 
is from thence this fair Surtis riſen. O that” | 
$00 2 peartft atniable; dear ſpouſe of wy | ” 
ſoul. Thy head which was vered-with 
thorns, is now crowned-with opens 
Stars, and Lights, ari& al _ glor 
Heaven reſts t. Thine 
which wereeclipſetinbl 1004. ave light 
ned ther with fires'& delicions bri 


which thelt my heart: 
{ſo far;as 1 i (Sr are-e TURE HTORL WIR, 


F/ 


bies,which after they have been the « 
of mens cruelty, are now becothie eterfial 


marks of thy bounty. O'Teſits, no moremy 
wounded, but my glorified Teſs, where 
at 1? whatdo1? fee; Hiy, "x Ovbund, I 


die,[ reviveiny path Ph th 
ee,| » 


$ 
it; 
Jl 
we. 
th 
oe 
he 
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thee,-my. molt facred: Jeſus, by the moſt 
triumphant of thy. glories;;let me no more.. 
fall into the jmage-of death, nov inte. thoſe. 
appetites of-{moak and- earth wich have.. 
ſo-many'times huried the tight.of my ſoul. 
What havel'to do with the 1llafions of this: 
world-?lam for Heaven;for-Glory.,and for 


| therefurretion;which will now make bud . 


out of my - thoughts; that I may hereafter 
polleſs\them with full fruition. - - + * | 


ho _OS 


The Goſpel* upon Monday. the Eg> 
ſte? adi py Licks 7 24 
' Ard bebold,rwavf thenrwent the ſame day jth: 

* t0 + Towrwhich was the ſpaczof ſixty fure 
they talked © betwixt themſelves of all thoſe - 
things that had chanced.. Andit came to paſs, 
whi pr .Oowe and reaſoned with themfelues, 
Feſus atfobimſelf approaching went with them, 
but- their. eyes were beld thas they might nat 
kyowbion: And beſaid to them, what art theſe ' 
Communcations 'that you confer one with ang- 
ther nalkygs and art fad ? And one whoſe 
name was Cleophas, anſwering, [aid to him, 
Arthas only a ſtranger in Ferujalem, and baſt 


9 kaown the-thin S.that have been in it 
thi gy * To them be [cd, wht hong? 
't M 2 And 
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And my ſaid, _ Teſus of Nazareth 
m_ was aman, a Prophet, mighty 'in work and 
word before God an all the'pebple. | And: bow - 
our he? Prieſts and Princes delivered him in- 
to condemnation of death, and crucified him. 
But we hoped that it was he that _ redeem 
Iſrael: And now beſides all this, to day is the 
third day ſince theſe Ns were. done. Zi Cer- 
tain- women alſo of "ours; made us afraid ;, 


who before it was gh were at the monument, | 


and not finding his body, came ſaying, that 
they ſaw 4a viſt 5 alſo of Angels, who ſay that 
he ts alive. And certain men of ours went #0 
the Monument ; and they found it ſo as the 
woman ſaid, but him they found not. And he 
ſaith to them,. O fooliſh, and ſlow of heart ts 
believe .im all things which the Prophets have 
ſpoken ;, ought not Chriſt to have ſi ered theſe 
things, and ſo enter into his glory ? And: be- 
ginning from Moſes and all the Prophets, he 
aid interpret to them in all the Scriptures the 
AA 3 that were concerning him. And they | 
ew. nigh to the Town whither they went ; and » | 
ſemblance to go further And they | 
fore him, ſaying, tarry with us, becauſe it | 
is toward night, and the day is now far ſpent, - 
and he went in with them. And it Came to paſs, 


' while be ſate at-the Table with.thern, he + 


bread, and bleſſed, and brake, and did reach 
to them. And their eyes were opened, and they 
_ yew 


as. oo A FR ER ion oe er 
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knew him : and he vaniſhed out of their ſichr. 
And they ſaid one to the other, was not our | 
beart burning in us, whilſt he ſpake inthe way, 
and opened unto us the Scriptures ? And riſing : 
up the ſame hour they went back znto Jeruſe- 
lem ; and they found the Eleven gathered to- 
gether, and thoſe that were with them, ſayings 
that our Lord is riſen indeed, and hath at- 
peared to Simon. And they told the things 
that were done in the way, and how they knew 
him in the break.,n7 of bread. | 


AMoralties. 


| w 2 is a ſtrange thing, that God is al- 


ways with us, and we are ſo little 
with him. We haye our being, our 'moy- 
ing, our life from him: he carries us in 


"his arms, he keeps us as a Nurſe does her 


dear child ; and yet allthis while we ſcarce 
know what he is, and uſe him ſo often as 
a ſtranger. He is in our being, and yet we 


keep him far from our heart, as a dead 


man who is quite forgotten. And yet Enock 
walked with him, and for that he was ta- 
ken from the converſation of men, and re- 


ferved for Paradiſe. To ſpeak truth, our : 
foul A. always be languiſhing aiter her 


Jeſus, Md count it a kind of Adultery. to. 
be { ed from him, ſo much as by 
I thought, 
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thought. Fet us learn a little to- talk with 
him;we commonly have that in our tongue. 
which we keep in our heart. Let us ſweet- 
en the. ſadneſs of our pilgrimage, by the 
contetyplation of his beauties. Let-us look 
npon hm as Godand man;the God of gods, 
eMan of men; our great Saviour and 
.Prophet,powerful both in word and work; 
for if his word be thunder, his life is a 
lightning. He hath-been here doing good 
to all the world; and ſuffering hurt from 
all the world ; doing -gocd without re- 
ward, and induring evil without impati- 
ence. - We all paſs here as Torrents into 
valleys ; the only: queſtion is of our paſſing 
wel) :. whether we look on worldly, gopds 
25.0n. waters which paſs under a bridge, & 
asupon the. furniture of an1pn which. is 
none of ours. Tf aye be 1mbarqued in the 
Vellel of life, let us not amuſe our ſelves. 
to gather Cockles upon the. ſhore; but ſo, 
that we.may always haye our eycy fixed up-- 
.on Paradiſe, _ EE CE 
_., 2. Two things do hinder thoſe-Palgrims 
from knowing Jeſus as they ſhould. The- 
.ONe 15, their eycs are dazled ;. and -the 0- 
ther is the little account they make of. the- 
Croſs, which drives them into amiſtrult 
-.of the Reſurrection. And this 1s if which 
croſleth us all'our life, and fo oft diverts 
uZ 
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as from the point of .our happineſs. Our * 
eyes are dazled with falſe lights of :the 
world, they ave Aarkned* with,1o. many 
miſtsand-yapours of our, own appetites and.” 
paſſions, -that we -cannot ſee the- goods ofs 
heaven in the brighteſt of their day. : 
Worldly chains have a certain effective: 
vigour and pleaſure,- which is only paint=": 
ed, but they have a molt certain ſorrow, 
5and.a-moſt yncertain contentment : They 
have a painful-labor, & a-tiamaraus reſt : * 
2,palleflion full of miſery, and void of all 
beatitude. - If- we had our-eyes well one- * 
ned, -to penetrate and 4ee what-1t 1s, we 
fhevld then day of: all the molt.ravidung * 
. objects of the. world; how -ſenſleſs was I - 
when 1 courted you ? O deceittul workd, 
thou-didft appear-greatito.me, when 7 ſaw : 
thee not as'thou art;: But:ſo-foon as 1 did * 
ſee thee rightly , 1 did then.ceaſe.toifee : 
thee : for thonwaſt no mare tome but-jſt - 
nothing. We :run in full -career afterall 
that pleaſeth ,our. ſenſe, and the Croſs, . 
which is ſo. much preached to us, 15 much- 
more up9n.our Attars, than in our hearts. 
We: wyl not know, that- the throne: of * 
Monnt -Calyary, 4s-the path -way to hea- 
ven; and ns this truth wanders :from our 
hearts, Jeſus:departs from onr eyes. Let : 
usatleaft pray Jeſus$0;ſtay,with 3s, for-it: 

M 4 iS 
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_ 15 late in ourhearts, and the night is far 
' advanced, by our want of true light. We 
ſhall not know Jeſus by diſcourſe, but by 
- feeling him in the perſons of his poor, 
lince he gives the continual nouriſhment 


' of his body. 

| Ohm Pilgrim of the world, and firſt 
| dweller m the heart of thy heavenly 
Father,what a pilgrimage haſt thon made, 
- deſcending from heaven toearth, and yet 
without forſaking heaven ? Thou haſt 
 markt thy ſteps by thy conqueſts : made 
- viſible thy way by thine own light, thou 
haſt watered it with thy precious blood, 
jo. we it with thy wounds ? O what a 
goodly thing it is to walk with thee, when 
thon openeſt thy ſacred month, as the 0- 
- pening of a Temple, to diſcover the beau- 
ties and myſteries of it. O that it is moſt 
pleaſing to underſtand that month, which 
diſtills ſo much honey through lips of Ro- 
- ſes. But wherefore (My good Lor1) art 
thou pleaſed to hide thy ſelf from a ſoul 


Aſpirons . 


| - whic langniſhes after thee ? Take away 
S thevail from mine eyes, and ſifler thy ſelf 
- to be ſeen in theveltire of thy heavenly 


-* Beauties. If L muſt bear the Croſs,and yo 
} 
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by the throne of mount Calyary; tocom 
to Heaven, I moſt humbly ſubmit to. thy 
divine pleaſure. that I may polleſs all that 
thou art. . of 


———— 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday in Eaſter 
weak, St. Luk: 24. | 


' Na whiles they ſpake theſe thinss, Teſus 
A ſtood in the 2h of kh mo Is 
them, Peace be to you, It is I, fear not... But 
they being troubled and frig hted, imagined they 
ſaw a Spirit. Aud he ſaith tothem, Why are 
you troubled, and Cogitations ariſe in your 
| hearts ? See my hands and my feet, that 3t 1s 
. 1 my ſelf,- handle, and ſee : for a ſpirit hath 
not fleſh. and bones, as you ſee me to have, 
And when he had ſaid this, be ſhewed them his 
hands and. feet. But they yet not believing, 
and marvelling fer joy, ke ſaid, Have you 
berg ary thing to be eaten ? But they offered 
him a piece of fiſh broiled, and a hor.y comb. 
And when he had. eaten befoxe, them, takpg 
. the remams, he gave tothem,, And he ſaid to 
them, Theſe are the words which # ſpake to you 
whin I was yet with you, that all things muſt 
weeas be fulfilled ok are written in the Law- 
; of Moſes, and the Propbets,, and the Pſalms, 
. of me. Then he opened their underſtandmngy, 
M5 tha. 
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that they might © underſtand the Sereptures. 
' Azdhe Taidrs them, That ſoit «s written, and 
> ſo it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe again 
fromthe dead the third day, and penance-to te 
preached in his Name, and remiſſion of ſins 
 #ato all Nations e 


+ 


Morelztzes: 
PY bY} TE think ſometimes that Jeſus 
\ WY *Y is far from us, when he is.in: 
--themidſt of our heart : he watches over 
(53, and ſtretches out his divine hands for 
"or Protection. Let us live always as.if 
_ we were actually in_his Preſence, before 
his-eyes, and in his Boſoor. An ancient 
Tradition doth obſerve, , that after - our 
Lords Aſcention, the Apoſtles did never 
eat together, but they .teft the' firſt nap-- 
kin,* for their good Maſter - conceiving 
that according to his promiſe, he was 
always with them : Letus accnſtom our 
ſelves to this exerciſe of Gods Preſenes.;. 
- It 1s 'a happy. neceſſity to\ make us do-. 
well, to believe and apprehend that onr 
* Judg is always preſent. 1f reſpect make- 
- him formidable, love will teach. ns that: 
*-be is'the' Father of all ſweeteſs. There 
can\be no £1eater:comfort inthis world 
* than to be prefent -in heart-and —_ 
| wit 


Op" Lent, 


with. that which we” love beſt, "2 

2,” Jeftts is taken by his Apoftles on 

»S itt, the : Walls the Dogon | 
jerce the 3; and © appeared” 
he pie as Spirits do. St. Paul allo | 
faith, T, the Fcond to the. Corinthi- © 
ans, that 'now we do. no more know 
Chriſt accordivg_ td the Fleſh; that-is 
to fay, by the paſſions of a mortal bo- ©: 
dy, ' as 'St. Epifthamys doth expound "it. < 
We- muſt make-little uſe of all our Bo- 
dies to converſe with our” Jeſus,” who 
hath taken -vpon him the rare qualities 4 
of a ſpirit. VVe- muſt raiſe onr-felyes + 
aboye our ſenſes when we po to the Father 
of light, and-the Creatour of ſenſe.” He 
teaches us the life of Spirits, and commerce 
of Angels; and makes aſllayes 'of our 
immortallity, by - abody now innmortal. 


'VVhy are we fo tyed to our -fenie;' nd 


25t-* 


_glued-'to the Earth? Muſt -we ſufer 7 


our ſelves [to enter into ''a Kingdom 6f 
death, + when we are told of the Re- 
ſurrection of hit, who 4s the. Author 
of all lives ? 

3. Admire-the condeſcending” end * 
bounties of our Lord '*to his dear Diſci- | 
Jles. -He that was entred into rhe*king- 
dome of {ptrits, 2pd immortal” conver- 
fation; ſiffere his feet and hands: to'be © 
touch 
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touched, to prove in him the reaHity of 
.. a true body. He eats in preſence of his 
. Apoltles, though he was not in moxge 
F eltate to digeſt meat, . than the ſun is 
to. digeſt vapours. He did no more nou- 
xiftt lumſel{ with our corruptible Meats, 
than the Stars do by the vapors of the 
earth. And yet he took them to con- 
firm our belief, and to make us. famili- 
er with him. It is the Act of great and 
generous ſpirits.to abaſe themſelves, and: 
Sadectead to their inferiours. So Da- 
rad being anointed King, and inſpired as a 
Prophet, doth not ſhew his —_ terri- 
.bk in the height. of his great glory, but 
ſtill retained the mildneſs of a Shepherd. 
So -Jeſus the true Son of David (by his 
condeſcending to us) hath conſecrated a 
certain degree, whereby we. may aſcend 
to Heaven. Are not we aſhamed that 
we have ſo little humility. ar reſpect to 
our infertours, but are always ſo full of 
our ſelves; firce our Lord fitting 1n his 
throne of Glory and Majeſty, doth yet 
2baſe himſelf to the ations. of our mor- 
tal life? Let it be. ſeen by our hands 
whether we be reſuſcitated, by doing 
gocd. works, ' and giving liberal alms. 
Let it appear by our fect that they fol- 
low the paths of the moſt holy perſons. 
Let 
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Let it be ſeen by our.nouriſhment (which 
ſhould be-moſt. of honey) that is' of that * 
celeſtial ſweetneſs which is extracted-from *_ 
Prayer. And if we ſeem to refuſe -fiſh, © 
let us at leaſt remain in the element 0f 
Piety, as fiſhes in water. 


Aſpirations. 


Hy love is moſt tender, and thy cares - 
moſt generous (O mild Saviour.) A- 
monegſt all the Torrents of thy Paſlion, 
thou haſt not taſted the water of forget- 
fulneG. Thou rerurneſt to thy Children 
as a Nightingal to her littleNeſt: Thon 
doſt comfort them with thy Viſits, and 
makeſt them familier with thy YN 
life. Thou eateſt of a Honey-Comb by juſt 
right, having firſt taſted the bitter gall 
of that unmerciful Croſs. It is thus, 
that our ſorrows ſhould be turned into 
ſweets. Thon mult always be moſt wel- 
come to me in my tronbles, for I know 
well that thou only canſt pacine and give 
them remedy. I will govern my ſelf to- 
ward thee as to the fire: . Too much near 
familiarity will burn-us; and the want of 
it will let us Freez: 1 willeat hony with 
thee in the bleſſed Sacrament; I know * 
that many 
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many fhere-do'chew, but: few receive thee 
worthily.- Makene (O'Lor®)-F beſeech - 
ithee,”:capable+ of thoſe, which here/0n 
[Farth ſhall be the true. e Antepaſts to Our 
:futare-Glory. | 


z 


The: Goſpel 'upon. - Low "— 


St. John the 20. 


| ws ore whit it was late that ney the Ls 
of the Sabbaths, and the doors were ſhut, 
where the Diſciples were-gathered together ſor 
fear of the Jews. Feſus came and ſfoodi in the 
eniddeſt and ſaid to them, Peace bt to Your. 
And:when he bad {aid this, be ſhowed them his 
hands and fide. The Diſciples therefore were 
"oy wken they ſaw our Lord. He ſaid there- 

e to them again, Peace be toyou. As m 
Father bath ſent me, I alſo do ſend 5on. - When 
be tbad ſaid this, be breathed pen them, & he 
faid to them, Receive ye theHolyGheſt ; w hoſe 
fins you ſal forgi ve.they are forgiven; & whoſe 
yen. ſhall retain, they ave xetained. But T:o- 
mas, exe of the FEED, who 15 called Didymus, | 

"WAS wctiky ith them when Feſus came 3 the- 6-- 
ther: \Diſes) ples therefore ſaid to him, We have 
ſeen our Lord, Brt h- - ſaid #0 their. Unleſs by 
fee in his bands the-jrii.t of tre ; nails, end fit 
my 


Co 
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my finger into the place-of the nails, ud" pur- 


| any handiinto his ſide, 1 will -not btlieve. 


And after eight days again bis:Diſciples 
mere-within, a T homas with thim. © Jeſus 
-ometh, the Hoors being ſhut, and ftood inthe + 


- midſt, and ſaid, 'Peace be to you: Then the 


aith to Thomas, Put in thy fooger hither, and © 
fee my hands, and bring tuther thy hand, and. 
put it into my ſide, and be uot incredulous, . but 


farthful. Thomas anſwered and,faid to him, 


My Lord and my God. Teſus ſaith. to him, 


| Becauſethou haſt ſeen me, Thomas, thou haſt 


be ieved : Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, 
and have believed. 


 Moralities. 


1. JEfusthe'Father of all bleſkd harmo- 

'J nies'(after ſo many combates) makes 
2.gencral peace 1n all nature. He paciheth-. 
Limbo, taking the holy Fathers out of dark- - 
neſs, 'to-enjoy an eternal light, and fend- 
ing the. damned tothe bottonr of hell. He 


Pacihes-the earth, making it: from thence-- 
- forth to breath the air of his :mercies. 'He-. 


paciheth his Apoſtles, by delivering them 
from. that profound ſadneſs, which they 


conceived by ther imaginary loſs of their 


cear, Maſter. He--pacifieth Heaven, by. 


-{weetning the ſharpneſs of his keaveyly Fa- 


ther; 


Fo St ertasments 
ther,qze»ching by his wounds, the fire whicl 
was kindled of his juſt anger. Every thiag 
- ſmilethupon this-great Peace-maker : Na+ 
.ture leaveth her mourning, and puttethon 
her robes of chearfnlneſs, to congratulate - 
with him his great and admirable conquets,| . 
It is in him that the heavenly Father (by a| * 
| ſingulardelight) hath poured out the ful-| 
neſs of all Graces, to make us an eternal 
dwelling, and toreconcile all in him 2nd 
by him ; pacifying by his blood from the 
| Croſs, all that is uponearth and in heaven. 
This 1s our Joſhua!» of whom the Scripture 
ſpeaketh that he clears all difference, and 
appeaſeth all battels. No ſtroke of any 
hammer or other'Iron, was heard at the 
building of Sclomons Temple ; and behold, 
the Church (which is the Temple of the 
living God) doth edifice ſouls with a mar. 
yellous tranquility. 

2. The ſun is not ſo well ſet forth by his 
beames, as'our Saviour is magniacently a- 
dorned, with his wounds. Thofe are the 
Characters which he hath engraved upon 
his fleſh, after a hundred ingenious faihi- 
ons. The Ladjes.count their Pearls and Di- 
amonds,but our Saviour counts his wounds, 
in the higheſt attire of his Magnificences. 
It is from thencg@that the beanty of his 


body, taketh a* new. itate of glory, and 
| 2 our 


' that the Good, fill themſelves with ny 
" Miſcreants with terror, and Martyrs d x 
- 'wherewith to enflame their courage. Theſe 
- mouths, to plead our cauſe before the Ce- 
' ſpake better for .us, then by the voice of | 


* his precious Blood. Great enquiry hath 
' been made for thoſe mountaines of myrrh 


' fanAtuary., A wan may ſay they are like 
- theCarbuncle which melterh the wax upon 


_ this fightthe eternal Father calms his coun- 


- wounds againſt us, which 


- Abl (after it hath reconciled his cruel ex- 


TY for Lent. 257 
our faith in the reſurrection is confirmed 


divine wounds open themſelyesas ſo many 


leſtial Father. Our Saviour Jeſus never 


and frankincence, which So/omon promiſeth 
in the Cz 7:c/cs, but nowywe have found 
them in the wounds of Jeſus. It is from 
therce that there cometh forth a million of 
ſanQified - exhalations of ſweetneſs, of 
peace and propitiation 2s from an eternal 


which it 1s —— for they melt our 
hearts by a molt projitable impreſſion. At 


tenance, and the ſword of his: juſtice re- 
turneth into the ſheath. Shall not' we be 
worthy of all miſeries, if we do arm theſe 
e ſo efftectual 
in our behalf? And if this blood of our 


ecutioners) ſhould find juſt matter to con- 
demn us for cur ingratitude? Job» the ſe- 


cond K, of Portugal had madea ſecret yow, 
never 
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never to refuſe any:thing-which ſhould be 

 asked of hinvin the vertue.of our Sawionrs” 
"wounds, whichmadejumigrveallius filver 

veſ[Els to a poor gentleman that had-found 

outthe word. .And why:thovld:not we give 

- onr ſelves to God, who both;:buyethand 

" Tequireth ns by the:-wounds:of Jeſus ? 


3-- Jeſus inſpireth the :facred breath of & 


tas mouthnpon'his Apndtles, as nnon the 
firſtfruns-of Chriftiamty : to 'xepatr-the 
_firitibreath, and refpivation-of lives, whach 
the Author 'of.our race .did fo. miſeratly 
loſe. If ave can obtain. a part ofthis, we 
 Hhallbeithelike- wheels of Zxrkgetr: myferi- 
ous:chariot, which avefilled with the ſpirit 
-oftife. "That great Divine:cal ed : Muthaas 
Kieena, ſaid, that light: was . the dubftance 
.of.colours, ant theTpirit of Jefas .is the 
fame of all oor-virtues:tf we ive of his flefh, 
there is great veafon we ſhould be animated 
 by*his Tpirit. Happy a4 000 times are-they 
- whoare poſlefled with the Spiritot Jeſus, 
© which 4s 10-their ſpirit as the apple-of the 
eye. 'St.: Feomas was deprivedot this amo- | 
rous communication; by-reaſaen af bis in- 


.credulity. Hewould/ſee withhisjeyes, and. |. 


- feel with his hands, that which ſlauld ra- 
-ther(be / conprehended/by Yaith:>wrhichis | 
" arveyebleſiediy blind ©aphichknowerh all 
within 4#ts own 'blefiednefs, antb walfo at 
BEET hand, 
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-halt-pacifed the-wars of forty Ages,which 
| went before thy death. This word ofpeace 
Hath coft thee many battailes, many lweats 


| Heaven and earth, of Sence and Reaſon, of 


_fome to ſwallow me,-if I ſhould live like 
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hand, which remaining on earth, goetht0 
find God in Heaven. 


Aſpirations. 


4Reat Peace-maker of the 'World, who 
by the effuſion ef thy precious Blood, 


and Isbours, to-ciment this: azreement -of 


God and Man. Behold thou art at this 
preſent like the Dove of Noa's Ark, thou 
haſt eſcaped a great delulge. of paſhons, 
and many torrents of dolours thrown head- 
tong upon one another. Thou bringelt us. 
the green Olive branch, to be the mark of 
thy eternal aliances. What ? Shall-my ſoul 
be ſo audacious & diſordered as to talk to 
thee of war, when thou ſpeakelſt to her of. 
peace ; To offer thee a, weapon when thu 
oficreſt her the Articlesof her reconcilia- 
tion, ſigned with thy precious Blood ? Oh, 
what earth could open wide enough her bo- 


a little Abiron, with a hand armed againſt 
Heaven, which pours out for me nothing 
but flowers and roſes ? Raign (O my ſweet 
Sav1our) within. all the conquered pm | 
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of my ſoul, and within my heart, as « 
conqueſt which thou - haſt gotten by ſo 
many titles. 1 will ſwear upon thy 
wounds, which after they have been the 
monuments of thy fidelity, ſhall be the a-/. 
dored Altars of my vows and ſacrifices. 
I will promiſe thereupon inviolable fide- 
lity to thy ſervice. 1 will live go morebut, 


- for thee ſince thou haſt kilPd my death 


in thy life, and makeſt my life flouriſh 


| within thy triumphant Reſurreftion. * 


